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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 7 Tevet 5779.  Tonight 
we say Kiddush Levanah.  This Tuesday is the Fast Day 
of Assarah B’Tevet. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 169 Hz) (p. 277 S) (p. 188 Hi) (p. 250 AS) 

VAYIGASH    Genesis 44:18 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 
 Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. "Then Yehudah came near to him and said ..." (44:18).  
Yehudah's intervention for Binyamin ultimately proved 
effective.  He guaranteed his return to his father Yaakov.  More 
than that, he was ready to offer his life for his younger brother.  
There are some who say that the word Jew, Yude, Zhid, 
Yehudi, etc. all stem essentially from this sense of supreme 
responsibility of one for another–even at the risk of your own 
life.  It was Yehudah's name which was given to the entire 
people.  It is also not incidental that this heightened sense of 
responsibility also binds one Jew to another in the realm of 
mitzvah fulfillment. The very sense of brotherly love continued 
throughout the ages.  When the land was divided among the 
tribes, Yehudah and Binyamin were also neighbors.  The Beit 
HaMikdash (Holy Temple) was built in an area which 
combined a piece of each one's territory; thus, they shared 
again, this time the very Temple.  And when the Kingdom was 
split after Solomon's death, Binyamin and Yehudah, these two 
tribes, stayed together.  Binyamin did not join the ten tribes 
who were led by the tribe of Ephraim, descendant of Yosef, 
despite the fact that these two –Ephraim and Binyamin – were 
both descendants of our Matriarch, Rachel. 
 
2. Yehudah told Yosef that if they would not return Binyamin 
to Yaakov, Yaakov would die from sorrow.  (44:31). Why was 
Yehudah concerned only about Yaakov; why wasn't he afraid 
that Binyamin's sons would die from grief if their father would 
be taken from them?  The Chofetz Chaim explained that a 
father's feelings towards a child are much stronger than the 
child's emotions towards his parent.  Binyamin's sons would 
have recovered from their loss, but Yaakov wouldn't have.  
The reason that a parent's ties to a child are stronger than the 
child's bond to the parent, said the Chofetz Chaim, is because 
Adam, the first man, had no parents;  only children.  Therefore, 
he was best able to transmit to his progeny the feelings and 
emotions which he was created with: love and devotion to his 
offspring. The Kotzker Rebbe observed that unfortunately we 
do not feel as much anguish for the Almighty who is in Exile, 
as Hashem feels for His children who are in Exile. 
 
3. Keeping Jewish Shame within the family.  (45:1-16) "And 
Yosef ... called out 'send every person out,' and no person 
stood with him when Yosef revealed himself to his brothers ... 
it was heard in Pharaoh's house, 'Yosef's brothers have come' 
..."  The Yalkut HaDrash explains:  The expulsion of all 
Egyptian onlookers from the room teaches a most significant 
lesson, very pertinent for our times.  Jews with logic and 
sensitivity should understand, but often do not, that one of the 
most grievous and lamentable Chilul Hashem situations 
occurs when we squabble within the Jewish "family," but bring 
our internal disunity to the attention of the world.  How pathetic 
and ugly is an ad placed in a Gentile newspaper to let the 
world know that this group of Jews objects to that one.  This is 

a special aspect of the well-known general prohibition that 
Jews should not take their disputes into Gentile courts, except 
in unique and very specialized situations.  In our case, as 
Yosef was about to reveal himself, he realized that the 
moment his brothers learn his identity a very difficult period of 
adjustment will commence as he strives to convince them that 
he has entirely forgiven them.  In fact, this reconciliation takes 
up over half of chapter 45!  Imagine how ugly it would have 
been for outsiders to hear the give-and-take of Yosef and his 
brothers and learn what had transpired years earlier between 
them.  Wisely, Yosef sent them all out, and the only word that 
reaches Pharaoh (v. 16) is "the brothers of Yosef have come."  
In effect, Yosef taught us a lesson that Jews would do well to 
take to heart today, whatever their persuasion or 
political/religious leanings. (RED) 
 
4. When Yosef told Pharaoh that he had been reunited with 
his brothers, and that his father was still alive, Pharaoh was 
very happy.  Now he could honor Yosef and show him some 
gratitude for saving Egypt, by helping Yosef's family, and 
showing Yosef's family how honored Yosef is in the eyes of 
Pharaoh.  Therefore, Pharaoh tells Yosef, "Say to your 
brothers," i.e. tell your family in my name to come – that 
Pharaoh personally invites Yosef's family to be his personal 
guests!  And to show even greater honor, Pharaoh tells Yosef 
that he is "commanded" to take "wagons" – the royal wagons 
are to be used to transport Yosef's family!  The royal wagons 
were only used for state business, and could only be used "at 
Pharaoh's command" i.e. by the express command of 
Pharaoh himself.  Not even the Viceroy, Yosef, was allowed 
to use the royal wagons.  Therefore, it had to be specifically 
"commanded" by Pharaoh himself that they could be used to 
bring Yosef's family. And it was a sign of great honor!  
(Abravanel) 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 178 Hz) (p. 293 S) (p. 841 Hi) (p. 1144 AS) 

EZEKIEL   37:15 

 
 This week's Torah and Haftorah portion show how Yosef 
and Yehudah, and later their tribes, share the responsibilities 
of being King of the descendants of Yaakov.  In the parsha, 
Yosef rules as king; in next week's parsha, Vayechi, Yehudah 
is rewarded that his descendants will one day have the 
privilege and responsibility of being king over the entire nation 
because he took responsibility for Binyamin.  The prophet 
Yechezkel refers to the end of the rule of the tribe of Yehudah 
when Nebuchadnezar is about to destroy the First Temple and 
drag the kingdom into exile as was done less than 150 years 
earlier to the northern kingdom of Israel.  When the nation 
begins to despair, Hashem, in His mercy, sends the prophet 
to encourage them.  Not only in the past did Yosef and 
Yehudah share the Kingship, with Yosef preceding Yehudah, 
but so too in the future redemption they will share the 
responsibilities.  There will be a Mashiach who is a 
descendant of Yosef who will fight for the physical salvation of 
the Jewish people, thus preparing the path for the Mashiach 
who is a descendant of David from the tribe of Yehudah.  He 
will bring the nation back to serve Hashem and to establish 
the Temple again.  He will complete the spiritual salvation of 
the world and will establish "a covenant of peace, an 
everlasting covenant" (v. 26) (Abravanel). 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYIGASH 5779 
by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

1. The Viceroy is prepared to enslave Binyamin as a punishment for theft. What was Yehudah’s appeal and request of the 
Viceroy? (44:33) 

2. When Yosef revealed his true identity to his brothers, what was his first question of them? (45:3) 

3. Why was Yosef not angry with his brothers for selling him into slavery? (45:5-7) 

4. How did Yosef make Pharaoh the wealthiest monarch? (47:13-20) 

5. Who were the only Egyptians not to become serfs to Pharaoh during the famine? (47:22) 
 

II. From Rashi 
6. Why did Yosef send all the Egyptians out of the room when he revealed his identity to his brothers? (45:1) 
7. With what two ways did Yosef convince his brothers that he really was their brother? (45:1) 
8. When dispatching his brothers to return to get Yaakov and the entire household and bring them to Egypt, Yosef cautioned 

them: “Do not become agitated on the way.” What are the three interpretations Rashi offers to explain Yosef’s cautionary 
remark? (45:24)  

9. The Torah lists the names of the house of Yaakov who were now in Egypt and states that they numbered 70. Counting 
those named totals only 69. Who was the extra person? (46:26)  

10. Why did Yaakov send Yehudah ahead when they came to Egypt? (46:28) 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. Yehudah referred to his father Yaakov as the Viceroy’s servant (to the equivalent of ten times). According to the Midrash 
Yosef was punished for allowing his father to be referred to in this way as a servant. What was this punishment? (Sotah 
13b)  

12. Why was Pharaoh so overjoyed at the prospect of Yosef’s whole family coming to Egypt? (45:16-20 Rav Soloveitchik)  
13. Why did Yosef tell his brothers to identify themselves as shepherds when they were introduced to Pharaoh? (46:33-34 

Chidushi HaRim)  
IV. Haftorah : Ezekiel 

14. How does the ingathering of the exiled Jews back to Eretz Yisrael relate to the story of the Torah narrative of Vayigash?  
 V. Relationships 

a) Yissachar – Menashe 
b) Gershom – Peretz 
c) Dan – Chushim 
d) Mupim – Chupim – Orde 
e) Bilhah – Guni  
 

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYIGASH 5779 
 

1. Yehudah’s proposition was to exchange himself for Binyamin’s place. He will be the slave and allow Binyamin to return to their 
father.  

2. Yosef’s primary concern was about his father’s condition. 
3. Yosef now saw everything as God’s plan to support the family. 
4. Yosef forced the Egyptians to give away everything they owned, including their land, livestock, and property to Pharaoh for bread 

and grain. 
5. The priests. 
6. Yosef didn’t want to embarrass his brothers when he revealed his identity to them. 
7. Yosef showed them that he was circumcised like they were, and he spoke Hebrew to them. 
8. a) Don’t argue over halachic issues lest you get lost on the journey; b) don’t be impatient on the trip; and c) (the most appealing 

explanation) don’t quarrel over who was responsible for the sale of Yosef. 
9. Yocheved was born at the entrance to Egypt. 
10. Rashi offers that Yehudah was to organize the resettlement of the family in Goshen; and adds Midrashically that Yehudah came to 

establish a yeshiva there. 
11. Yosef lost ten years from his life. 
12. Pharaoh assumed that the whole family were all smart and honest like Yosef and available for national service. 
13. The animal-worshipping Egyptians detested shepherds. This way Pharaoh would allow them to be isolated in Goshen and would 

not press them into national service. 
14. The reunion of Ephraim of the North and Yehudah of the South – the exiled ten lost tribes with the two tribes of Yehudah and Bin-

yamin – symbolizes the reunion of the Twelve Tribes (Brothers) of Israel that takes place in the Sidrah of Vayigash. 
 Relationships: 

a) Uncle Yissachar 
b) First cousins 
c) Father Dan 
d) Brothers 
e) Grandmother Bilhah  

 

 

 


