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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 11 Adar I 5779. 

 
TORAH DIALOGUE  

(p. 339 Hz) (p. 519 S) (p. 320 Hi) (p. 464 AS) 
TETZAVEH  

Exodus 27:20 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. From the beginning of Chumash Shemot when we are 
introduced to Moshe, his name is mentioned all the time. As 
he is center stage in the story, it is noteworthy to come upon 
a Sidrah in which Moshe’s name is not mentioned at all. Our 
Sages connect this to Moshe’s defense of Bnei Yisrael in the 
aftermath of the sin of the Golden Calf. Moshe claimed to 
Hashem that if He does not forgive them for their sin, 
Hashem should erase his name from the Torah. Hashem 
does basically forgive the people, and omits Moshe’s name 
from this Sidrah. We add to this that Moshe’s yahrzeit (7 
Adar) always falls on the week of Parshat Tetzaveh. This 
Parshah describes the royal clothing of the Kohen Gadol. 
The king of Israel has no special garb; he is to remain 
humble, even in his magnificent position. So, too, was 
Moshe. A king in modest clothes. (RED) 
 
2. In some way, the clothing of the Kohanim, and especially 
those of the Kohen Gadol, were on a holier level than the 
utensils of the Mishkan. The Tzitz, the Holy Headplate, had 
the special words Kodesh L’Hashem, Holy to God, and there 
was the divine oracle of the Urim V’Tumim, in which Moshe 
placed the unique parchment with Hashem’s name written 
on it. The Kohen Gadol was the divine representative in the 
midst of Bnei Yisrael, and would deliver the word of Hashem 
to the people. Bestowed with the divine spirit required his 
clothing to be of the highest quality because they played a 
part in his mission. In this regard, only here when discussing 
the priestly vestments did the Torah mention that the 
workers had to be “wise-hearted.” They needed to possess 
the fear of God. Similarly our Chazzan for Mussaf of Yom 
Kippur is likened to the Kohen Gadol as he recites the 
Avodah service of the Kohen Gadol in the Holy Temple on 
this special day. (RED) 
 
3. On the Breastplate of Judgement (the Choshen Mishpat) 
were the stones with the letters of the twelve tribes, plus 
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, and the words of Shivtai 
Yah, to complete the alphabet. This would enable the letters 
to shine and enable the Kohen Gadol to receive the divine 
message. For example, when Bnei Yisrael crosses the 
Jordan River, they needed to find out which tribe would lead 
the nation in its military invasion. So Pinchas the Kohen 
Gadol consulted the Urim V’Tumim and the letters formed 
the words Yehudah Ya’aleh, Yehudah will lead. Case 
closed.  
    
 The Vilna Gaon (18th century Vilna) said that when 
Channah came to the Mishkan to daven to Hashem that she 
should be able to conceive a child, she stood and prayed 
quietly with her mouth moving but no one could hear what 
she said. The Kohen Gadol at the time, Eli, consulted the 
Urim V’Tumim as to her identity.  Eli saw 4 letters illuminated: 

Chaf, Heh, Reish, and Shin. He interpreted the letters to 
spell the word Shikorah, the Hebrew word for Drunk, and 
accused Channah of being a drunk woman. The Vilna Gaon 
claimed that Eli misread the word. It should have been 
Keshairah, that she was kosher, worthy and acceptable. The 
point is that the Kohen Gadol had to be inspired with the Holy 
Spirit in order to properly read (interpret) the divine message. 
 
4. Every day we are required to humble ourselves before 
Hashem. The Kohen Gadol was required to always be aware 
of his special Headplate with Kodesh K’Hashem on it. We 
are also required to humble ourselves daily before Hashem. 
We do so when we daven the Shemoneh Esrei, when we 
bow in the beginning and at the end of the Amidah. The king 
of Israel, who is in a loftier position than we are, is required 
to bow in the beginning of his Shemoneh Esrei and is to 
remain in that bent position for the entire Amidah. Likewise, 
the Kohen Gadol bent his knees at the beginning of each 
blessing and according to the Rambam (Hilchot Tefilah 5:10) 
also at the end of each blessing. Their elevated state in the 
community of Israel made it harder for them to remain 
humble in God’s eyes. It is a Torah Mitzvah for each Jewish 
male to write a Sefer Torah. The king, though, had to write 
two Sifrei Torah -- one he stored at home, the other he wore 
on his sleeve! (Oznaim LaTorah) 
 
5. If one analyzes the whole book of Shemot (Exodus), 
there are many highlights. Which highlight is the main focus 
of this Chumash? If we say it is the Exodus from Egypt, we 
would miss the significance of this event, for it is a means to 
an end. The Exodus is the means to liberate a generation of 
slaves, but surely there is a greater purpose to this event: 
namely the Revelation at Sinai and the Giving of the Ten 
Commandments. But this is wrong as well because it does 
not properly bond Bnei Yisrael to Hashem. The true answer 
to this question is “Hashra’at HaShechinah”, experiencing 
God’s presence in the midst of Israel. With the building of the 
Mishkan, we realize the goal of this Chumash, which is 
feeling Hashem’s presence amongst us. This is what we 
miss with the destruction of the Holy Temple: the feeling of 
God’s presence amongst us. (RED) 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 350 Hz) (p. 536 S) (p. 859 Hi) (p. 1159 AS) 

EZEKIEL    43:10

 
 More often than not, Parshat Tetzaveh is Parshat 
Zachor, right before Purim. This being a leap year in 
Judaism, the regular Haftorah of Tetzaveh is read. Ezekiel’s 
vision of the Third Holy Temple differs a bit from that 
described in the Torah, but that did not keep his prophecy 
from being accepted. Ezekiel himself was a Kohen and 
would have become the Kohen Gadol had the Temple 
become a reality in his time. The punch line to this Haftorah 
is the end when he says that Hashem will accept your 
offerings to Him. What stands out to me in Ezekiel’s vision is 
the fact that the Land will have a place for the converts to 
call home! 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TETZAVEH 5779 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
I. From the Text 

1. There are 8 vestments used by the Kohen Gadol (the High Priest), but only 6 are listed in 28:4. Which 2 articles of 
clothing are left off the list? (They are mentioned later.) 

2. The Kohen Gadol wore 8 vestments. How many vestments did a regular Kohen wear? (28:40) 

3. How many Kohanim were there at the outset of the Mishkan? (28:1) 

4. Why was the Kohen Gadol required to wear Bells around the bottom hem of the Robe? (28:35) 

5. Where did the Kohen Gadol wear the Tzitz (the gold Headplate)? (28:38) 
 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. What are the two definitions of the Hebrew word TAMID? (27:20) 

7. What was the Urim and Tumim which was placed inside the folds of the Breastplate? (28:30) 

8. What was the “satisfying aroma” to Hashem through the sacrifices? (29:18) 

9. The daily (TAMID) offering was accompanied by a meal offering made with olive oil. How is this oil different from the 
olive oil used in the Menorah? (29:40) 

10. What did the Gold Incense Altar have that the Copper Altar did not have? (30:3) 
 III. From the Rabbis 

11. Where did the olives come from to make olive oil?  (Ramban) There were no olive trees in the desert! 

12. What example is given by the Ramban of the use of the Urim and Tumim? 

13. The Kohen Gadol wore a crown (of “sanctity“, see 29:6). What did the king wear to mark his position? 
 IV. Haftorah : Ezekiel 

14. How long was the ceremonial beginnings of the Altar in the 3rd Holy Temple? 
 V. Relationships 

a) Moshe – Elazar 
b) Aharon – Eliezer 
c) Rivkah – Elifaz 
d) Amram – Avihu 
e) Nadav – Itamar 

 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TETZAVEH 5779 

 
1. The pants and the gold headplate, the Tzitz. 
2. 4. 
3. 5: Aharon and his 4 sons. 
4. They would make sounds when he walked, announcing his presence. 
5. On his forehead. 
6. Consistently and Constantly. The Korban  Tamid, the Daily Sacrifice, was brought every day, consistently. The western 

light  of the Menorah was to remain lit all the time, constantly. 
7. The name of God, written on parchment, was placed inside the folds of the Breastplate. 
8. That Hashem commanded His commandment and the nation did it. 
9. The Menorah olive oil had to be pure. The olives were pressed and the first drops were used (no sediment). The meal offering 

oil was from crushed and ground olives (sediment included). 
10. A roof with gold plated “horns” at the corners. 
11. They brought olives with them from Egypt. 
12. Which tribe would lead the nation in battling the Canaanites. When they crossed the Jordan River, Pinchas asked the Urim 

and Tumim, and the lit letters spelled the name Yehudah.  
13. He wore a Sefer Torah on his arm. 
14.  One week. 

 
Relationships  
a) Uncle Moshe 
b) Uncle Aharon 
c) Grandmother Rivkah 
d) Grandfather Amram 
e) Brothers 

 
 

 


