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CHAG SAMAI’ACH. Today is 21 Nissan 5779, the 6th day of 
the Omer. The 7th day of Pesach. We sing Half Hallel. We 
read from two Sifrei Torah; the main reading from Beshalach 
(13:17); the second Torah is the Maftir. The Haftorah is from 
II Samuel. We sing Yah Eili, before the Yom Tov Mussaf, 
which includes Duchening. 
 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. What constitutes a “Song” in the Biblical sense of the 
word? A song is the realization of God’s  hand in our lives. 
The puzzles of our lives, and there are many, are confusing 
us on a daily basis. But then, all of a sudden, something 
happens, and the puzzle becomes resolved. In a flash, we 
gain a comprehension of God’s handiwork. 
 There are ten such Biblical songs in TaNaCH. First and 
foremost is today’s Song of Moshe by the Sea. This was a 
revelation of the Divine with the Splitting of the Sea. Up until 
then there were Ten Plagues with no explanation. Puzzling 
for sure.  Now, all seemed calm and revealed.  
 There are 3 Songs in the Torah. This one, plus one at 
the Well, (Numbers 21:16-18), where Hashem saved Bnei 
Yisrael from being ambushed by the Amorites. Then there is 
Ha’azinu, (Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52), culminating their travels 
in the desert. 
 There are three Songs in the Haftorah. The Song of 
Deborah (Judges 4:4-5:31) after their victory over Sisera’s 
Canaanite army. This is the Haftorah for Beshalach. The 
Song of Chana, after she is blessed with a child, Shmuel, is 
in the Haftorah for the first day of Rosh HaShanah. And 
today’s Haftorah, the Song of David (II Samuel 22). 
 Tomorrow we read Shir HaShirim, which is the Song of 
Solomon, one of the Megillot, comparing the love between a 
man and a woman to the relationship between Hashem and 
Bnei Yisrael. 
 Mizmor Shir L’Yom HaShabbat (Psalms 22) is the Song 
that Adam sang after the week of Creation. 
 The Song of Giv’on (Joshua 10:12-15) when Joshua had 
the sun stand still at Giv’on when he conducts a war to defeat 
Adoni-Tzedek, king of Yerushalayim. And finally the Song of 
Mashiach (Isaiah 9:2-7, 26:1) when Isaiah writes a Song that 
will be sung in the days of Mashiach.  
 

2. The beginning of today’s Torah reading is a continuation 
of the Exodus story. Hashem decided not to take the shortest 
route to the Promised Land. The Torah states that it would 
lead to a confrontation with the Philistines and would promote 
a desire to return to Egypt. Other considerations are offered 
by the classical commentators: that Hashem wanted to lead 
them through the desert where they would learn to rely on 
Hashem for their basic survival in the desert. Furthermore it 
was always Hashem’s plan to “meet” them at Mt. Sinai where 
Hashem would reveal Himself to Bnei Yisrael and give them 
the Torah. They would have the time to learn and adjust to the 
laws of the Torah before entering the Promised Land and then 
begin to observe all the laws and appreciate Hashem’s 
presence among them. (RED) 
 

3. The mood was broken when Pharaoh led his army in 
pursuit of Bnei Yisrael in the desert. The people, though 
armed, were not really prepared to fight. They did not acquire 
any military training in Egypt. They approached Moshe, and 
Moshe consulted with Hashem, and told the people not to 

worry. “Hashem will fight for you; and you shall remain silent.” 
(14:14). As Rashi commented, Hashem told Moshe that it is 
not time for lengthy prayer. But isn’t prayer the proper 
response to our facing a crisis? Or HaChaim says that prayer 
is needed when the God of Mercy is judging. Here the God of 
Justice is on high, and we have little merit. Better we exercise 
courage and demonstrate trust in Hashem. Jump into the 
water, and Hashem will respond. (RED) 
 

THE LAST DAY 
 Today is the 8th day of Pesach, the 7th day of the Omer. 
(In Eretz Yisrael today is a regular Shabbat. They will go 
ahead of us in the reading of the Torah.) Here we have 
Shabbat and Yom Tov davening. We sing Half Hallel. Shir 
HaShirim. We read from Parshat Re’eh (Deuteronomy 14:22). 
Yekum Purkan. No Yah Eili. There is Duchening. 
 

4. The Second Tithe is a wonderful message. Terumah and 
Ma’aser Rishon (First Tithe) are given away to a Kohen and 
a Levi, respectively. The Second Tithe is brought to 
Yerushalayim and eaten there. First we support those who 
are responsible to maintain the ritual purity of the nation. Then 
we take a Tithe for ourselves, but we take to Yerushalayim to 
eat it there. It is important to connect each Jew with 
Yerushalayim, the capital city. Yerushalayim is more than 
that; it is the spiritual center of gravity of the country. We will 
experience the high of being there, in seeing the Kohanim and 
Leviyim in their ritual best, the performance of the rituals in 
the Holy Temple. Today we do not have replacements for 
those rituals. But Yerushalayim is still able to perform some 
of its magic. When we visit, we are caught up in the spiritual 
high of the moment. Shavuot is the only Yom Tov that I have 
experienced in Yerushalayim (so far). Going to the Kotel at 
4:00 a.m. and experiencing Birkat Kohanim (The Priestly 
Blessing) with 20,000 fellow Jews is impressive and up-lifting. 
At least reading about going to Yerushalayim on Yom Tov 
now has a soft spot in me because of one experience. (RED) 
 

5. The last day of the holiday is called an Atzeret, an 
assembly, whereby we again observe a Yom Tov. The Atzeret 
is a time of reflection. I admit that it is difficult to maintain a 
spiritual high for a week. Rav Hirsch (1808-1888, Germany) 
wrote that the Atzeret gives the opportunity to reflect upon the 
Yom Tov as a unit, making sure that we assess our 
performance during the week. Sometimes we become 
overwhelmed with Halachic aspects of the holiday and we can 
lose the bigger picture that we are supposed to observe. 
Maybe we must learn to not only observe the Mitzvah, but we 
are supposed to absorb the Mitzvah as well. This last day of 
Yom Tov gives us the opportunity to absorb the Mitzvah of 
Yom Tov. (RED) 
 

HAFTORAH 
 

 The Haftorah from Isaiah is extremely Messianic. 
Although omitted in Eretz Yisrael, the religious Zionists of 
Israel, in their observance of Yom HaAtzmaut, selected to 
recite this Haftorah on that day, connecting Yom HaAtzmaut 
to the Messianic themes of the day. Chabad have a custom 
of making a Seudah in honor of the Mashiach on the last day 
of Pesach. Correspondingly the Vilna Gaon added a Seudah 
in celebration of the eating of Matzah on the last day of 
Pesach.  
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QUESTIONS FOR LAST DAYS OF PESACH 5779 

by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus 

 

 

1. Which Megillah is read on Pesach? And Why? 

2. On which day of Pesach is it read in America? And in Eretz Yisrael? 

3. What miraculous event occurred on the 7th day of Pesach? 

4. Why is this event not recorded for this date in the Torah? 

5. On which Yom Tov Kiddush do we NOT say Shehecheyanu? 

6. In Egypt, Pesach was the 15th day of Nissan. What day of the week did that occur? 

7. On what calendar day of the year did Hashem reveal Himself to Moshe in the Burning Bush? 

8. This Shabbat is the 8th day of Pesach in America, but a regular Shabbat in Eretz Yisrael. Eretz Yisrael 

goes ahead of us in the laining. When do we catch up? 

9. What prayer is added on the last day of each holiday to give us the opportunity to give Tzedakah? 

10. How many times is יציאת  מצרים (the Exodus from Egypt) mentioned in the Torah? 

11. What 3 Mitzvot are done standing, and is referenced in the word “עצ״ת”? 

12. Is there an extra soul in our bodies, a הנשמה יתיר , on Yom Tov? 

13. On Sukkot, the Torah mentions Simchah three times. On Shavuot, once. On Pesach, the Torah does not 

mention Simchah at all. Why? 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 ANSWERS FOR THE LAST DAYS OF PESACH 5779 

 

1. Shir HaShirim. Pesach is referred to in this Megillah (1:9). “With my military steeds, who battled Phar-

aoh’s riders, I revealed that you are My beloved.” 

2. In America: the 8th day of Pesach. 

    In Eretz Yisrael: On Shabbat, the first day of Pesach. 

3. The Splitting of the Red Sea. 

4. Because God’s creations, the Egyptians, died in the Sea. 

5. On the 7th and 8th nights of Pesach. 

6. On Thursday 

7. On the 15th of Nissan, exactly one year prior to the Exodus. 

8. This year we catch up on Parshiyot Mattot Mass’ei. 

9. Yizkor 

10. 50 times. 

11. Counting the Omer (ע), putting on the Tallit (ציצית), And putting on the Tephillin (ת). 

12. No, just on Shabbat. 

13. Pesach is the beginning of the agricultural year, and we need Hashem’s blessing for grain and fruit; so 

there is no material Simchah yet.   

 

 

 


