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CHAG SAMEI’ACH and SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 15 
Nissan, 5779, the first day of Pesach. This Torah Dialogue is 
for both days. We chant full Hallel and read from two Sifrei 
Torah. On the first day, we say Yekum Purkan; on the second 
day, we say Yah Eili. On the first day we say GESHEM in 
Mussaf. We duchen both days. 
 

Mazal Tov to Benny Jaimovich upon today’s celebration of his 
Bar Mitzvah. Mazal Tov to Benny’s parents Yonatan & Hudy 
Jaimovich. 
 

 [Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. The Torah reading of the first day of each of the Three 
Pilgrimage Festivals reflects the Torah events that we 
commemorate on this holiday. Today’s reading deals with the 
final Plague, the Slaying of the Firstborn, and the Exodus from 
Egypt. The Final Plague came “BaChatzi HaLeilah,” in the 
middle of the night, while the Exodus occurs “B’Etzem HaYom 
HaZeh,” in the middle of the day. These are the opposites in 
the day. In the middle of the night comes the devastation of the 
destroyer killing the Egyptian firstborn and would include the 
Jewish people as well if not for the marking of each Jewish 
home with the blood of the Pesach sacrifice. This theme is 
highlighted in the poem in the Haggadah, VaYehi BaChatzi 
HaLeilah. Mentioned there was even Haman writing letters for 
the destruction of the Jewish people. In contradiction to this is 
the B’Etzem HaYom HaZeh, the middle of the day, which 
epitomized true salvation. The same term is used for Noach 
entering the Ark, and for the high point of the Yom Kippur 
service in the Temple. (It is even used for Moshe’s death, as 
that event leads Bnei Yisrael to move on in their quest for 
salvation in their conquest of Canaan.) (RED) 
 

2. In the list of the four sons in the Haggadah is the Rasha, 
the evil son, whose question is read in this morning’s Torah 
reading. The Rasha removes himself from the nation of Israel. 
He is not looking for an answer. He does not mention 
Hashem’s name. But, and this is important, he came to the 
Seder! The fact that he is present gives us hope. When we 
experience a rebellious child, it is important never to give up 
hope. You must demonstrate love all the time. One time at the 
Povonetz Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, Israel, a bareheaded Israeli 
soldier entered and went over to Rav Shach. They talked and 
kissed, and then he left. When his students asked Rav Shach 
“Who was that?” Rav Shach answered matter of factly “That 
was my grandson. I have to love him also.” As we read in 
Proverbs, never give up hope. (RED) 
 

3. Involved in the dabbing of the blood of the Pesach offering 
on the doorpost is the use of hyssop. We just read the Torah 
last week on Shabbat HaGadol of the purification ritual of 
the  Biblical Leper, which also included hyssop. The hyssop 
bush is low vegetation, symbolizing humility. In this case, the 
Pesach offering includes the necessary submission of the 
Jewish person to Hashem. Hashem was in total control for the 
entire story of the Ten Plagues and the Exodus. And this 
Plague was the only one that required Jewish action in order 
to be spared. Salvation comes but it requires total submission 
to Hashem. (RED) 
 
4. We have Pesach, but we do not have the Pesach sacrifice. 
Although it is a central part of the holiday, we, historically, have 
been able to modify the Seder in such a way that we are able 
to keep referring to it without having it present. Included in the 
Seder is Matzah and Marror, which we highlight to make up for 

the absent sacrifice. Originally the three were eaten together, 
but after the Temple’s destruction, we had to adapt. The 
Matzah is multifaceted. It represents slavery, and yet 
symbolizes salvation and redemption. The Marror is unique as 
well. The first bite should be sweet, but then turns bitter as we 
continue chewing. Both items become an integral part of the 
Seder experience, possessing history and an important lesson 
in our reaction to the Pesach experience. (RED) 
 

5. Our Sages introduced Lavan in the Haggadah as the 
enemy of our people. He addressed Yaakov in the plural form 
because he was threatening his two daughters and his 
grandchildren. Lavan was ready to kill his own daughters 
because they had adopted a God he did not understand; he 
felt so alienated from his own children that he was kindled with 
an insane hatred against them. Nothing short of divine 
intervention would have stopped Lavan from implementing his 
plan. In comparison, Pharaoh was sane. Pharaoh ordered the 
Hebrew sons cast into the Nile - but not his own son. He was 
quite concerned about his sons; when his eldest died, he came 
running to Moshe and told him to take the Israelites and leave 
immediately. Pharaoh was immoral, an exploiter, a slave 
driver, but he was normal. He made money from his slave 
society. He wanted to keep the Jews downtrodden, but he did 
not try to wipe them out, nor did he wish to harm his own family. 
(Rav Soloveitchik) 
 

6. The laining for the second day of Yom Tov is from Parshat 
Emor, the only place in the Torah where all five Biblical 
holidays are listed in calendar order, beginning with Pesach. 
Actually the discussion begins with Shabbat, as it is properly 
included in the discussion of holy days which have prohibited 
acts of labor. In the discussion of Pesach, the word Pesach 
refers to the sacrifice. The holiday is referred to as Chag 
HaMatzot. Rav Hirsch says that we refer to the holiday as 
Pesach, describing what Hashem did for Bnei Yisrael; He 
skipped over us during the final Plague. And Hashem refers to 
the holiday as Chag HaMatzot, describing what Bnei Yisrael 
did; we made and ate the bread of affliction. Hashem and Bnei 
Yisrael complement each other for our respective actions, 
defining the holiday. 

 

HAFTORAH 
 

 On the first day of Pesach, the haftorah is from Joshua. 
This is the first time that Bnei Yisrael is going to observe the 
Pesach holiday. They did not circumcise their babies in the 
desert. Now a massive circumcision took place, enabling the 
nation of Israel to keep Pesach. There is no more Mannah. 
They will harvest the grain of Eretz Yisrael and make Matzah. 
On the second day of Pesach, the haftorah is from Kings II, 
when King Yoshiyahu is profoundly influenced by a Sefer 
Torah that the Kohen Gadol discovered. Yoshiyahu’s father, 
Menasheh, was a major idolator. His son had never seen a 
Torah until he was about 26 years old. Yoshiyahu repented 
and brought the entire nation of Israel with him. The combined 
message of both haftorot was that Pesach was a time of 
renewal as a Jewish nation. This brought about unity among 
the people. The Talmud raises the question of whether the 
Pesach sacrifice is a private or a communal offering. Through 
the eyes of these two stories we can begin to understand this 
Talmudic question. (RED) 
 

Sponsored by Edward & Jamie Czinn to 
commemorate the yahrzeit of his sister Aliza 

Czinn Sherman – Leiba bat Bunem Tzvi 
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TEN QUESTIONS FOR YOUR SEDER TABLE 
 

TO BE DISCUSSED BY RABBI DAVIS BETWEEN MINCHAH & MA’ARIV IN THE SHUL 

ON THE SECOND NIGHT OF PESACH 

 
 

1. We invite guests to our Seder! Why don’t we invite guests for our Shabbat table? (Vilna Gaon) 

2. What is Karpas? In what do we dip it? Karpas is mentioned once in TaNaCH. Where? 

3. The Four Questions of the Mah Nishtanah appear in the Mishnah in Pesachim (10:4). Which question is 

deleted in the Haggadah? And which question takes its place? 

4. The Talmud (Berachot 9a,b) states that Bnei Yisrael were prepared to leave Egypt penniless and to release 

Hashem from His promise to Avraham that the Jews were to leave Egypt very wealthy. But Avraham was not 

prepared to forgive his deal of the Jews leaving wealthy. Why wouldn’t Avraham be willing to forgive his deal? 

5. “An Aramean (tried to) destroy my father.” (Devarim 26). Who was the Aramean? Who was my father? 

6. Why does Rabbi Yehudah reduce the Ten Plagues to three “chirps of sound”, D’Tzach, Adash, B’Achav? 

7. In the song of Dayeinu, the steps of redemption are specified. What started the redemption? What finalized 

the redemption? 

8. Is Matzah a symbol of slavery or a symbol of freedom? 

9. Why do we not eat anything after the Matzah of Afikoman? 

10. When is the Seder officially over? 

 

 

 

 


