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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 11 Mar Cheshvan 
5779.   

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 45 Hz) (p. 60 S) (p. 61 Hi) (p. 54 AS) 

LECH L'CHA    

Genesis 12:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus, 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. At the end of Parshat Noach, the Torah states that 
Terach took Avraham, Sarah, and Lot and left Ur Kasdim 
to go to Canaan and came to Charan and settled there. 
Why was Terach going to Canaan? This event definitely 
preceded Hashem telling Avraham to go to Canaan! 
Travel was treacherous and difficult. Terach was from Ur 
Kasdim, located south, near the mouth of the Euphrates, 
and to embark north-northwest to go to Canaan was a 
move to enhance the family’s economy. To go via Charan, 
located northeast of Canaan, was a logical decision 
because it avoided traveling through the desert. Canaan 
seemed a logical choice for a final destination because it 
was situated along the crossroads between Africa and 
Asia Minor (the land route), a distinctive economic 
position which was attractive to all caravans which 
traveled those routes. The fact that Terach never made it 
to Canaan is not surprising since Charan was an 
established settlement, one in which Terach could find 
rest and contentment. This made Avraham’s departure 
from Charan to Canaan understandable to Terach, for 
after all, Terach’s plan was to go there also.   
 
2. Avraham went south to Egypt due to a famine in 
Canaan. He passed off his wife as his sister in order to 
save himself and to benefit financially. With God’s help, 
his plan worked out, and Pharaoh gave him many gifts. 
Commentators wrote that Avraham needed these gifts, 
and he left Egypt a rich man. This contradicts a Rashi at 
the end of Chayei Sarah, when the Torah says that prior 
to his death, Avraham gave gifts to the sons that Avraham 
had with his concubine(s). Rashi quotes our Rabbis who 
said that Avraham gave them the gifts that he had 
received from these rulers. Maybe he was in a serious 
financial situation, and he used some of Pharaoh’s gifts to 
support himself and to help finance his religious pursuits. 
And still leave him with enough resources to give to his 
offspring. [Another idea, based on an idea that the 
Ramban would state repeatedly: the deeds of the 
Patriarchs point to the future events in the lives of their 
descendants. Avraham would go to Egypt in need of 
funds and would leave wealthy. His offspring would later 
descend to Egypt in need and leave wealthy. (RED) 
 
3. When informed that his nephew Lot was captured, 
Avraham was driven into action. He led a war with a few 
men and proved victorious over the mightiest man in the 
world, Amrafel, aka Nimrod, who was the ultimate king in 
the world. This propelled Avraham to be the mightiest king 
in the world. Now together with Malki-Tzedek (aka Shem) 
the glory of victory was proclaimed as God’s. Avraham 
took nothing for himself. He gave a tenth of the spoils to 
Malki-Tzedek, and gave to the king of Sodom, the people 

and their property. And Avraham got the publicity and the 
fame, but he gladly gave it all to Hashem. This is what 
Avraham really desired: a public platform to proclaim 
Hashem’s existence. And he had a vast audience. All the 
nations of the region were assembled; they witnessed the 
war and heard the proclamation with God “Maker of 
heaven and earth.” Hashem is the masterful King, and 
Avraham was a prince to the Mighty One. But what good 
came out of it? The rest of the Sidrah is all personal—
depicting the personal relationship between Avraham and 
Hashem. No further mention was made of the victory and 
the proclamation of Hashem’s masterful rule! (RED) 
 
4. When Hagar fled from Sarah, an angel approached 
her to tell her to return to Avraham and Sarah, and she 
will conceive and give birth to a son, Yishmael, “for 
Hashem has heard your prayer.” (16:11). And furthermore 
the angel informs her that Yishmael would be “a wild-ass 
of a man. (16:12). Rashi defines this statement as being 
a hunter, but following that, Rashi adds that Yishmael will 
be a thief and a despised person. How odd that the angel 
would tell Hagar a negative statement about her son. This 
would best prepare her for the task of raising her son and 
educating him. What better chance would Yishmael have 
in the world than being raised in the house of Avraham. 
Yishmael even submits himself to being circumcised at 
the age of thirteen! After that, it is downhill for Yishmael. 
He and his mother are eventually expelled from the house 
and survive in the desert (with the help of Hashem). 
Yishmael is blessed with ultimate success in life and 
becomes a patriarch in his own right, probably solely 
because he is Avraham ‘s son and blessed by Hashem. 

 
HAFTORAH 

(p. 60 H) (p. 82 S) (p. 825 Hi) (p. 1133 AS) 
ISAIAH     40:27

 This prophecy, which serves as a consolation to 
Jews regarding the length of their exile, echoes in 
passage 41:2 – “who aroused from the east” – our 
Sidrah’s account of Avraham coming from the east to 
overcome the mighty kings in battle.  Its theme is that 
Hashem has not forsaken His people and that He will give 
them the strength to survive it and learn its lessons in 
preparation for a return to their land.  God is the judge of 
the world, guiding and supervising it, judging each 
individual according to his merits.  We, however, cannot 
fathom the wisdom of His justice.  The prophet, therefore, 
proclaims, “How can you think that the Almighty does not 
pay attention to you?  Indeed, He supervises the entire 
world for He created it, and since He created it, He surely 
gives it His attention.  Since He judges the world, He will 
surely mete justice upon the nations who oppress you and 
keep you in bondage.” (Radak.) 
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We remember the most kind, generous, humble, and most 
wonderful Dad, Grandpa and Great Grandpa, David Lyman, 
z”l, father of Meryl, Gary and Neil Lyman. We  miss our best 

friend so much!  By Meryl and Norman Palgon. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT LECH LECHA 5779 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

I. From the Text 

1. How old was Avraham when he embarked from Charan to Canaan? (12:4) 

2. Why did Avraham leave Canaan and go to Egypt? (12:13) 

3. How did Hashem intercede and protect Sarah from Pharaoh? (12:17) 

4. What was the problem with Avraham and Lot dwelling together in Canaan? (13:6) 

5. Where did Lot choose to settle? (13:12) 
 II.  From Rashi 

6. Why didn’t Hashem tell Avraham where he was going? (12:2) 

7. Who accompanied Avraham on his trip to Canaan? (12:5) 

8. Why did Lot choose to live where he lived?  (13:10) 

9. Who was the refugee (who informed Avraham that Lot was captured in the war)? (14:13) 

10. Who was Malki Tzedek and what significance was there in his bringing bread and wine to Avraham after the war? 
(14:18) 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11. According to the Midrash, who were Amraphel and Kdarla’omer? 

12. Hashem promises Avraham the lands of ten Canaanite nations. Later only seven of the ten were to be possessed 
by Bnei Yisrael . When will we get the complete lands of the ten Canaanite nations? 

13. If a father is not present at his son’s Brit (circumcision), whose responsibility is it to have the boy circumcised? 
 

IV. From the Haftorah : Isaiah 

14. What should Israel do if idol worshippers constantly win battles and conquer lands? 
 

 V.  Relationships 
a)  Avraham-Lot 
b)  Betuel-Rivkah  
c)  Sarah-Yishmael 
d) Canaan-Amorite  
e) Yavan-Ashkenaz  

 

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT LECH LECHA 5779 
 

1. 75 years old. 
2. Because of a famine in Canaan. 
3. Hashem afflicted Pharaoh with severe plagues. 
4. The Land could not support the abundance of flocks and cattle that the two men possessed. 
5. In Sodom. 
6. In order to reward Avraham for every command; and to build the suspense, making the trip more exciting. 
7. His wife, his nephew, his possessions, and his servants (or his converted followers). 
8. Lot was attracted to their immoral standard of life. 
9. Og (who survived the war and the Flood)! 
10. He was Shem son of Noach, and giving Avraham the food was showing that he was okay with Avraham having killed 

some of his offspring. 
11. Amraphel was Nimrod grandson of Cham, and Kdarla’omer was Elam grandson of Shem. 
12. In the days of Mashiach. 
13. The Beit Din (rabbinical court). And if the boy grows up uncircumcised, it is his own obligation to get himself circum-

cised. 
14.  Ignore them and be dedicated to Hashem. 

 
Relationships  
a)  Uncle Avraham  
b)  Father Betuel 
c)  Stepmother Sarah 
d)  Father Canaan 
e)  Uncle Yavan 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


