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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 18 Adar I 5779.  
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 352 Hz) (p. 540 S) (p. 331 Hi) (p. 484 AS) 

KI TISSA   Exodus 30:11 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. Moshe had difficulty picturing the physical description of 
a shekel. Therefore Hashem had to show Moshe a fiery coin, 
to demonstrate what it looked like. I understand when 
Hashem had to show Moshe what the Menorah looked like, 
or what the appearance of the new moon looked like. But 
Moshe certainly had seen a half shekel before! The Oznaim 
LaTorah writes that Moshe did not comprehend the total 
concept of money. So Hashem showed him a fiery coin, to 
teach Moshe that money is like fire. Fire can destroy with a 
fury, but, if used properly, fire has many good uses. It can 
provide heat and illumination. It can cook. The same is true 
of money. It can be the root of evil. People steal and even 
commit murder in order to obtain money. But it can also be 
a means to do many good deeds. It can support the needy, 
or finance Torah programs and institutions, et al. There are 
many items in the universe with dual applications. Iron: it can 
be used to make knives and swords and other weapons. Or 
it can make a plow. Computers: it has many negative 
features, like instructions to build a bomb, or provide 
pornography. And it can disseminate much Torah! 
 Some years ago I visited a Jewish museum in Brooklyn. 
The owner showed me an actual half shekel coin used in the 
times of the Beit HaMikdash. It was found on a sunken boat 
off the Mediterranean coast of Eretz Yisrael. I held the coin 
and asked how much it would cost me to own it. The answer 
was $19,000. I had to be content with holding it for a minute 
or two. (RED) 
 
2. The Kiyur, the copper laver used to wash the hands and 
feet of the Kohanim, was made of the mirrors used by the 
women in Egypt to sexually arouse their Jewish slave 
husbands after a hard day’s work. Moshe at first did not want 
to accept the mirrors because of their sexual usage, but 
Hashem favored them because the women used them to 
train their husbands not to lose faith in the future. (See Rashi 
in Pekudei.) During the sin of the Golden Calf, Bnei Yisrael 
sinned with idol worship (not protesting the Golden Calf), and 
committing murder (they killed Chur), and they committed 
licentious behavior, when they danced and “reveled” around 
the Calf. They atoned now for each sin. They atoned for 
idolatry by giving the half shekel. They atoned for murder by 
choosing Betzalel to be the chief craftsman for the Mishkan. 
Betzalel was Chur’s grandson. They atoned for their 
licentious behavior by using these mirrors for the laver. 
 
3. Spices were used for the incense and for the anointing 
oil. For the incense, the Torah lists four spices, but our 
Sages stated there were actually eleven spices used. 
Hashem told us the identity of all eleven, but the majority 
were part of Oral Tradition. The Torah does not include them 
all lest people would duplicate the incense and use them for 
idolatry. Passing by the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, one 
can smell the pungent aroma of the incense used there, but 
without knowing the recipe. Regarding the anointing oil, the 

Torah explicitly states the weight of each spice, without 
concern for an effort to duplicate for idolatrous purposes. 
There must have been an additional miracle involved in its 
production. Moshe’s anointing oil was preserved in the 
Sanctuary for many centuries, so the Jewish people never 
had to reproduce it. 
 
4. Shabbat is a repeated theme in the Torah, especially 
right before and right after the sin of the Golden Calf. Maybe 
the Torah was telling us how to guard ourselves from future 
“Golden Calves.” Shabbat is the Sanctity of Time while the 
Calf represents the Sanctity of an object. Shabbat is a “sign” 
forever between Hashem and us, His people. And history 
has shown us that “more has Shabbat preserved the Jewish 
people than have the Jewish people preserved the 
Shabbat.” A non-Jew is not permitted to keep the laws of 
Shabbat; only Jews are permitted to observe Shabbat. If a 
non-Jew is learning to convert to Judaism, he keeps most of 
Shabbat, but purposefully desecrates the Shabbat with the 
commission of one violation, like turning on a light. 
Furthermore the obligation of observing the Shabbat is upon 
not just the individual Jew, but must be upon all of Klal 
Yisrael. So I understand rock-throwing Jewish zealots who 
are upset when seeing individual Jews desecrate the 
Shabbat. It upsets them. (We, Exiled Jews, are accustomed 
to seeing our Jewish neighbors desecrating the Shabbat.) 
When Rabbi Auerbach would see a Jew driving on Shabbat 
in Jerusalem, he would yell “Mazel Tov” at them. When the 
Chazon Ish would see the same thing in Bnei Brak, he would 
yell “a Refuah Shelaimah.” You understand. (RED) 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 369 Hz) (p. 567 S) (p. 860 Hi) (p. 1160 AS) 

KINGS I   ' 18:1
 

 The haftorah for Ki Tissa is the story of Eliyahu the 
Prophet and the momentous public display of God’s 
presence, and subsequent destruction of over 800 idolatrous 
prophets of Ba’al and Asherah without any form of trial or 
judicial procedure. In fact, the entire event seems to be an 
exercise not within the strict letter of the law. Eliyahu acts on 
impulse. He challenges Hashem to respond to his request 
and bring fire down upon the offering of the prophets, and to 
demonstrate a total negation of all the idols and prophets of 
idolatry that existed at that time. Eliyahu organized the public 
sacrifice outside of the Holy Temple, which was clearly 
forbidden. This entire event seems to be a manifestation of 
the principle of Hora’at Sha’ah, “the emergency of the 
moment.” When things come to a critical period in the 
relationship between Hashem and Bnei Yisrael, very often 
the people abandon God and wander back to a similar state 
of when they worshipped the Golden Calf. That calf might be 
construed as the Egyptian symbol of the rebirth of the sun 
god. In the case of Eliyahu, this situation was similar. The 
ancient gods of Canaan and Phoenicia necessitated Eliyahu 
going beyond the letter of the law to save the day in a special 
way. He brings the people back to the worship of the true 
Hashem and he also brings them the rain that they so 
desperately needed. The one disappointment which is not 
read about in this morning’s portion of the haftorah is that 
Eliyahu expected that the entire nation of Israel would 
become Baalei Teshuvah overnight, and sadly that did not 
happen. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT KI TISSA 5779 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
I. From the Text 

1. How much money was a man required to give to be counted in the census? (30:13) 

2. Who made the anointment oil? (30:23) 

3. What propelled the people to build a Golden Calf? (32:1) 

4. What did Moshe do when he saw the Golden Calf? (32:19) 

5. What did Hashem reveal to Moshe and Bnei Yisrael to help them in times of need? (34:6,7) 
 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. Which king of Israel conducted an inappropriate census that resulted in a divine Plague? (30:12) 

7. One of the eleven spices used to make the Incense was galbanum, which has a foul odor. What do we learn from 
including a foul smelling spice in the Incense? (30:34) 

8. Why does the Torah re-state the laws of Shabbat here? (31:13) 

9. Who died trying to stop the people from making a Golden Calf? (32:5) 

10. Who really instigated the sin of the Golden Calf? (32:7) 
 III. From the Rabbis 

11. What law was instituted by our Sages on the basis of the Kohanim washing their hands and feet prior to doing a Temple 
service? (Ramban) 

12. How old was Betzalel when he was designated as the chief craftsman of the Mishkan? (Sanhedrin 69b) 

13. Why are the first two Aliyot of the Sidrah so long and the rest of the Aliyot so short?  
 IV. Haftorah : Kings I 

14. Which prophet conducted the public display against the idol Ba’al? 
 V. Relationships 

a) Chur – Yocheved 
b) Itamar – Avihu 
c) Moshe – Merari 
d) Aharon – Gershon 
e) Miriam – Calev  

  

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT KI TISSA 5779 
 

1. One half shekel. 
2. Moshe. 
3. The people felt that Moshe was delayed returning from atop Mt. Sinai.  
4. Moshe cast down the Two Tablets of the Ten Commandments and broke them. 
5. The thirteen merciful attributes of Hashem. 
6. King David. 
7. That we include sinners in the Minyan at davening. 
8. To warn Bnei Yisrael that one does not desecrate the Shabbat even for the construction of the Mishkan. 
9. They killed Chur, Miriam’s son. 
10. The Eirev Rav, the multitude of people who joined the Exodus. Moshe converted them to Judaism without consulting Hashem. 
11. To wash our hands prior to prayer.  
12. Thirteen. 
13. The Kohen and Levi Aliyot are lengthy because the tribe of Levi did not participate in the sin of the Golden Calf. 
14. Eliyahu. 

 
Relationships  
a) Grandmother Yocheved 
b) Brothers 
c) Uncle Merari 
d) Uncle Gershon 
e) Husband - Wife 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


