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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 21 Elul 5779. Tonight we 
Ashkenazim begin saying Selichot. 

 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 859 Hz) (p. 1117 S) (p. 768 Hi) (p. 1058 AS) 

KI TAVO       Deuteronomy 26:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus, 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. The first paragraph is the commandment to bring Bikkurim. 
This Mitzvah is programmed for after Bnei Yisrael enter, 
conquer, and settle Eretz Yisrael, a timespan of another 14 
years. Every Jew is required to own land before the Mitzvah is 
operational. Such is the call necessary for Simchah for all of 
Israel. As long as one Jew did not receive his portion of Eretz 
Yisrael, then all of Israel could not experience the joy needed 
to envelop the Mitzvah of Bikkurim. At a wedding we 
purposefully mar the Simchah by breaking a glass at the end 
of the marriage ceremony. We say that this custom is in 
memory of the Holy Temple. In reality, we will continue to mar 
the Simchah until the time that all Jews worldwide will find 
themselves in sound, healthy, and stable financial and 
spiritual shape. As long as one Jew is deprived of spiritual and 
financial good health, all of Klal Yisrael will come short of this 
Mitzvah. (RED) 
 

2. Moshe told the people, “Hashem has set you apart today 
to be His treasured nation” (26:18). “Setting us apart” requires 
elaboration. Some say that it means apart from evil and 
wrongdoing (the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Likutei Sichot v.9, 
p.173). Others would say that it means to separate ourselves 
from the outside, non-Jewish world. But how strong is the wall 
that we build to protect us from the influence from the outside 
world? I see this in the symbolism of the Sukkah. The Sukkah 
must have sturdy, strong walls, and a weak, fragile roof. The 
Halachah dictates that we have to build the walls first, and 
then we can put up the roof, the S’chach. In other words, we 
have to strengthen the barrier between us and the outside 
world. Then, and only then, can we concentrate on 
establishing a relationship with Hashem. (RED) 
 

3. “This day you have become a people [bound by 
covenant] to Hashem” (27:9). Rashi comments, “On each day 
it should appear to you as though it were ‘today’ that you have 
entered the covenant with Him” (Berachot 3b). Did you ever 
wonder why Hashem created us that we should go to sleep 
every night and awaken each morning to face the world? I 
believe that His divine plan was to create us in a way that we 
can start anew each day. When we wake up every day, we 
thank God that He has restored our soul to us. This enables 
us to be refreshed and be able to renew our covenantal 
relationship with Hashem, as if it just started that day. 
Yesterday’s problems are now looked upon with a fresh 
approach, maybe enabling us to solve the problem today, 
even though it frustrated us yesterday. As foreboding an issue 
might be the night before, we get to look at it again today with 
a fresh outlook. It helps us to live up to Rashi’s comment about 
renewing our relationship with Hashem today as if it just 
started. (RED) 
 

4. Moshe describes the scene that would unfold and 
happen during Joshua’s leadership, when the people would 
experience a covenantal renewal with Hashem at Mts. 
Gerizim and Eival. In Sotah 32a, the Mishnah would describe 
the scene. Six tribes went up Mt. Gerizim; six tribes ascended 
Mt. Eival. The Kohanim, Leviyim, and the Aron HaKodesh 

were in the valley between the two mountains. They turned to 
Mt. Gerizim and recited the blessings, and all answered 
“Amen.” Then they faced Mt. Eival and recited the curses, and 
all answered “Amen.” The space in between the two 
mountains represented the existence of a distance between 
good and evil. The Rambam commented on the scene in the 
Garden of Eden, where Adam and Eve lived in a world of holy 
and evil, absolute truths. After eating of the forbidden fruit, the 
world became a world of good and bad, relative terms, 
sometimes difficult in identifying whether something is good or 
bad. The scene at the two mountains would restore the world 
to a division between the holy and profane, between the just 
and evil. (RED) 
 

5. The eleven curses in Chapter 27 have a common 
denominator: “ba’seiter,” in secret. This gives rise to an 
understanding to those who are hypocritical in their “religious” 
lifestyle. The following is based on the commentary of Rav S. 
R. Hirsch (19th century Germany), who portrays the sinners in 
a way that brings the text into the modern world. One who 
outwardly acts pious, but in secret disdains Hashem. One who 
shows respect to his parents in public, but privately puts them 
down. One who has a reputation for honesty, but, unobserved, 
infringes upon the rights of others to his own advantage. One 
who establishes funds for the needy, but, in fact, takes 
advantage of them. One who played up to the high and mighty 
in society, but ignores the poor and needy whom he could 
assist. One who portrays himself as moral, but in private is 
immoral and lewd. One who would never hit his neighbor, but 
takes pleasure in killing his happiness and peace of mind. One 
who holds a position of responsibility in society, but in private, 
is a corrupt individual. One who is devout and religiously 
observant, but doesn’t help his neighbor spiritually or 
physically. 

 

HAFTORAH 
(p. 847 Hz) (p. 1134 S) (p. 917 Hi) (p. 1201 AS) 

ISAIAH      60:1
 

 This week's haftorah brings us to the concluding 
dimensions of Hashem's encompassing efforts to comfort the 
Jewish people.  The prophet Yeshaya shares with us a 
glimpse of the glorious era of Mashiach and reveals Hashem's 
unbelievable sensitivity and concern for His chosen nation.  
Yeshaya begins, "Rise and project your light because the 
radiance of Hashem shines upon you."  (60:1).  The prophet's 
messages is that in the days of Mashiach the Jewish people 
will serve as a reflection of Hashem's light unto the nations of 
the world.  Yeshaya continues, "Lift your eyes and see them 
coming; your sons coming from afar and your daughters 
accompanied by the kings of the world."  (60:3-5). The cloud 
of darkness and confusion which continuously plagues society 
will finally be lifted and the entire world will flow into Jerusalem 
in streams to discover the truths of Hashem and His Torah.  
Instead of the all too familiar scene of the Jewish people 
flowing out of their homeland into exile, a new flow will occur.  
Not only will our oppressors permit us to return to Israel, they 
will even personally escort us back to our homeland.  And to 
complete this picture, nations will display sincere interest in 
the Jewish people's traditions and will flock to our homeland 
to discover our Jewish values and systems. The influx will be 
so overwhelming that we will wonder in amazement if we are 
merely imagining these sights or if, in truth, history has made 
a full turnabout. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT KI TAVO 5779 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
I. From the Text 

1. The Bikkurim (First Fruits) were brought to the Beit HaMikdash as an offering to Hashem. Who received 
the fruits and got to eat them? (26:3) 
2. Name the six tribes who ascended Mt. Grizim? (27:12) 
3. How will the nations of the world react when they see Hashem bless Bnei Yisrael for observing all the 
Mitzvot? (28:10) 
4. What miracles occurred to Bnei Yisrael during their journey in the desert? (29:4,5) 
5. Who received the lands of Sichon and Og? (29:7) 
II. From Rashi 

6. What fruits are brought for Bikkurim (First Fruits)? (26:2) 
7. Does a convert bring Bikkurim and make the historical declaration of Arami Oved Avi? (26:11) 
8. There are eleven curses itemized in 27:11-26, corresponding to eleven of the twelve tribes of Israel. Which 
tribe was omitted and why? (27:24) 
9. “Baruch...Blessed shall you be when you go out” (28:6). When is the “going out”? 
10. In the curses, Moshe said that you, Bnei Yisrael, will desire to be sold as slaves, but no one will be 
buying. What fate will befall them? (28:68) 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. Why did Moshe include the Elders of Israel when instructing Bnei Yisrael to set up large stones with 
words of Torah upon them when they cross into Eretz Yisrael? 
12. What in particular was inscribed on the stones that were established on Mt. Eival? (Rav Saadya Gaon) 
13. What is the common denominator to all the curses itemized in 27:11-26? 
IV. Haftorah.     Isaiah 

14. In the final redemption, the Jewish people will return to Eretz Yisrael. Who else will go to Israel? 
V. Relationships 

a) Moshe - Misha’el 
b) Aminadav - Nadav 
c) Guni - Naphtali 
d) Dinah - Yocheved 
e) Lemech - Adah 
 
      

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT KI TAVO 5779 

 
1. The Kohen. 
2. Shimon, Levi, Yehudah, Yissachar, Yosef, Binyamin. 
3. They will revere Bnei Yisrael. 
4. Bnei Yisrael’s clothes and shoes did not wear out. They did not eat bread (but Mannah); they did not drink 
wine or intoxicating beverage (but water). 
5. The tribes of Reuven, Gad, and half the tribe of Menasheh. 
6. From the seven “special” fruits of Eretz Yisrael: wheat , barley, grapes, pomegranates, figs, dates, and 
olives. 
7. He brings Bikkurim but does not make the declaration. 
8. Shimon. Since Moshe wasn’t planning to bless Shimon before Moshe died, he therefore omitted Shimon 
from the curses. 
9. You shall leave this world free of sin as you were when you came into it. 
10. Death. 
11. Because Moshe won’t be there with them. 
12. Just all the Mitzvot; not the entire Torah. 
13. They are all sins done privately, in secret. 
14. The nations of the world will come to pay homage to Israel and to Hashem. 
Relationships 

a) First Cousins 
b) Grandfather Aminadav 
c) Father Naphtali 
d) Aunt Dinah 
e) Husband - Wife 

 


