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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 13 Tishrei 5779. 
 
 
 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 896 Hz) (p. 1159 S) (p. 800 Hi) (p. 1100 AS) 

HA'AZINU    

Deuteronomy 32:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus,  

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 
 
 
 
 

1. At the very end of his life Moshe Rabbeinu records two 
very special addresses.  One is the Shira, the Song of 
Ha’azinu which we read this morning.  The second one is the 
last parsha of the Torah, the special blessings that Moshe 
delivers to the people by tribal identification.  The one that 
seemingly resonates with greater importance is this Song of 
Ha’azinu, primarily because it is addressed to the entire 
nation.  It describes Israel’s future in their new land. They will 
enjoy Hashem’s bounty, transgress His words, and be given 
over to their enemies, only to be redeemed at the end. Over 
and above this obvious reading, the structure of the Song 
carries additional allusions.  For example the punishment 
and redemption of Israel are not presented as separate 
sections, as we might have expected, to indicate Hashem’s 
desire not to allow the proverbial curtain to close on their fate 
before they are saved.  With this overview of the general 
lesson of the Song, the obvious question is: what is the 
necessity of the Song itself when the exact same message 
is given to the Jewish people in the parsha of Nitzavim!  The 
verse at the end of last week’s parsha gives the answer 
(31:19), “now write this Song and teach it to Israel so that 
they can recite it… Moshe wrote the Song on that day and 
taught it to Israel.”  The recurring theme of these verses is 
the necessity for the people to know the Song by heart.  
[RED’s note:  When many of us were growing up and 
educated in day schools, there was a requirement of learning 
Ha’azinu by heart. This has fallen by the wayside in modern 
day schools as it seems to be determined that memorization 
is not required today.  I believe that’s a big mistake.  
Memorization at an early age creates knowledge and 
connection to the text matter.  All of us who were required to 
memorize it early in our lives are today quite thankful and 
delighted to have had these words engraved in our minds 
and hearts.] 
 
 
 
 

2. “Corruption is not His – the blemish is His children’s, a 
perverse and twisted generation.”  (32:5)  The Kli Yakar 
wrote that the essential blemish of the Jewish people is their 
own knowledge that they are the children of the Almighty.  
This knowledge ends up spoiling them in thinking that they 
are “special” and they are the “children of the Lord” – and to 
children of special families greater things are permitted 
them.  This awareness is found in many families of prestige, 
aristocracy and wealth.  Very often their children are spoiled 
and rebel against the teachings of the parents and 
grandparents.  Growing up with too much and never having 
to earn it does place additional responsibility of a unique 
brand of parenting that such parents have to undertake.  We 
see too frequently the children of great people not being able 
to live up to the stature of their family status.  The Kli Yakar 
was actually stating that this would be the blemish of the 

Jewish people.  Awareness of their greatness might give 
them the false impression that they are allowed to flaunt and 
not live up to the higher standards that are expected of them.  
Historically that has been a problem in many generations for 
the Jewish people. 
 
 
 
 

3. In the next verse Moshe refers to the Jewish people as 
a “vile and unwise people.”  Being vile indicates a sinful 
people, people who are corrupt and act inappropriately and 
not in accordance with the teachings of Torah.  In addition to 
that Moshe refers to the people as unwise, not smart.  
Normally when we talk about evil people we generally refer 
to them as intelligent people.  In the Haggadah when we 
refer to the classification of the four sons, the wise son and 
the evil son are usually interpreted as being on the high end 
of intelligence.  The evil son, the Rasha, is not viewed as 
being stupid; he is just not applying his intelligence to the 
right things.  When he is identified as being intelligent then 
he can be judged and punished in accordance with this failed 
ability to use his intelligence properly.  Yet the evil person 
who is intelligent gives us opportunity to engage him and 
possibly turn him around and set him on the proper course 
of life.  But when Moshe is indicating that they are not smart, 
indicating that they are fools, then he is in essence saying 
that there is no opportunity to reverse the trend of misdeeds.  
It does not give us a feeling of optimism for the future of the 
people if they are not smart.  (RED) 
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SAMUEL II   22:1 

  
 God intervenes in earthly conditions, but we frequently 
do not see Him.  The appearance of thick dark clouds 
followed by lightning and thunder are looked upon as natural 
occurrences, explained and often predicted by 
meteorologists.  Yet King David sings, "He sent forth His 
arrows as if He were scattering them, lightning as if slung 
without aim."  The truth, says King David, is that God shoots 
the lightning out on definitely appointed targets.  The 
multitude of aimless flashes of light is really one mighty flash 
of lightning which not only destroys but also illuminates 
(Hirsch).  Lightning is a natural source of powerful energy, 
difficult to harness so that man can use it to his benefit.  Man 
respects lightning, for he knows that its force can destroy, 
but he fails to see it as directly sent by God.  God reminds 
us of His presence and that His ultimate purpose is our well-
being.  But we must take note of Him and the gift He has 
given us – to create and to nurture the terrific powers that 
God shares with us.  We are aware that the relationship is 
balanced.  Great rewards are available but so are awesome 
repercussions if we fail to recognize Him.  
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT HA’AZINU 5779 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 
I. From the Text 

1. How does Moshe refer to Hashem in this poem, and why? (32:4) 

2. Whom should we ask to know our history? (32:7) 

3. Where did Hashem discover Bnei Yisrael (their loyalty to Hashem)? (32:10) 

4. God takes an oath in His dealings with the enemies of Israel. What oath does God take? (32:41,42) 

5. Where did Moshe die, and where was he buried (name the mountain and the country)? (32:49)  
 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. Why did Moshe call upon the heavens and earth to be witnesses? (32:1) 

7. What did they say in the Holy Temple in response to a brachah? (32:3) 

8. When (where) will the righteous and evil people be rewarded for their deeds? (32:4) 

9. Why did the Torah refer to Yehoshua as Hoshea, his original name, at the end of the parsha? (32:44) 

10. What other times in the Torah does the text use the expression, “B’Etzem Hayom Hazeh: In the Midst of the Day,” 
indicating that large numbers of people could not stop Hashem from carrying out His decree? (32:48) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

11. When are Bnei Yisrael referred to as God’s children (Or HaChaim)? 

12. Hashem says, “I will scatter them [Bnei Yisrael]; I will cause their memory to cease from man.” (32:26) When did this 
occur? 

13. Why will Hashem keep Israel as His nation after Bnei Yisrael will reject God and worship other gods? (Seforno) 
 V.  Relationships 

a) Chushim – Naftali 
b) Goony – Dan  
c) Chur – Elisheva 
d) Serach – Yosef 
e) Yuval – Naamah  

 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT HA’AZINU 5779 

 
1. God is referred to as the Rock because He is perfect.  
2. Ask our parents and elders. 
3. In the desert. (With all that Bnei Yisrael did to test God in the desert, obviously Hashem felt that with it all, Bnei Yisrael proved 

worthiness in the 40-year trek in the desert.) 
4. Hashem will take revenge against the enemies of Israel because they are God’s enemies as well. 
5. Moshe was buried atop Mount Nebo in the land of Moav. 
6. Moshe is mortal; the heaven and earth are permanent and will be there to testify to Bnei Yisrael’s performance in mitzvot. 
7. Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuto L’Olam Va’Ed: blessed be the Name of His glorious kingdom forever.   
8. Righteous people will receive their reward in the World to Come; the evil people will receive their reward in This World. 
9. To show that Yehoshua remained humble when he attained the role of leadership. 
10. The three times noted are the time of the death of Moshe; when Noach entered the Ark; and when Bnei Yisrael left Egypt. 

Nobody could stop these events from occurring. 
11. Only when Bnei Yisrael perform God’s will. 
12. This refers to the exile of the Ten Tribes who have not been heard from again. 
13. Because there is always a remnant of Bnei Yisrael in each generation who are steadfast in their worshipping Hashem and 

observing the mitzvot. 
 

 Relationships: 
a) Uncle Naftali 
b) Uncle Dan 
c) Aunt Elisheva 
d) Uncle Yosef 
e) Brother – Sister   

 

 


