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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 9 Av 5779. The fast of 
Tisha B’Av is observed when Shabbat is concluded. 
We  must stop eating before sunset, even though it is 
still Shabbat. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 736 Hz) (p. 989 S) (p. 653 Hi) (p. 938 AS) 

DEVARIM    Deuteronomy 1:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. Moshe gives his farewell address in this Chumash. He 
admonishes and rebukes the people for their past sins, 
even though he is actually addressing the children of the 
sinners and not the sinners themselves. He is also 
mentioning locations and places that are not recorded 
earlier. Rashi comments that Moshe does this on purpose, 
referring to events that happened in these locations, but 
without referring to the real names. In this way, Moshe 
lessens the rebuke, displaying honor and respect for Bnei 
Yisrael. Yet when Moshe describes the sins (the sin of the 
spies, the sin of the Golden Calf, et al), he does not hold 
back. He shoots Bnei Yisrael between the eyes, making 
them feel the sins that their parents committed. So why hold 
back and change the names of the locations? Perhaps 
Moshe was easing into the subject, not intending to attack 
so quickly. It was important for Moshe to ease into the topic. 
It was the month prior to his death and he needed the full 
attention and acceptance of the people. (RED) 
 
2. There is a recurring discussion among all commentators 
as to whether Moshe is quoting Hashem all through the 
Torah, including Chumash Devarim; or whether in this 
Chumash Moshe spoke his own thoughts. I personally find 
the latter idea unacceptable because our Sages clearly 
stated that the entire Torah comes from Hashem (except 
one verse). Lacking in this Chumash is the key expression, 
“And Hashem spoke to Moshe saying.” There is a different 
style to the Chumash Devarim, but that can be explained by 
virtue of it being Moshe’s farewell address. Besides 
admonishing Bnei Yisrael, he explains certain Mitzvot that 
were introduced earlier and explains Mitzvot that are not yet 
explained in written form until now. But the opening subjects 
were those that can be interpreted as Moshe’s and not 
Hashem’s. But Moshe is not speaking independently, 
without Hashem’s consent and divine instructions. (RED) 
 
3. Back in Exodus (Parshat Yitro), Yitro, Moshe’s father-in-
law, made a suggestion to appoint additional judges. Here, 
in Devarim, Hashem commands the appointment of judges, 
with no credit being given to Yitro. At first this seems odd, 
considering that Pirkei Avot (6:6) makes it a point to teach 
us that to say something and give credit to the one who said 
it (first), brings the redemption to the world. So why is no 
credit given to Yitro? It is possible to understand this by 
noting that Yitro’s and Hashem’s statements had a different 
concern. Yitro’s concern was for his son-in-law, Moshe, who 
was overworked from morning till evening, judging the 
people. When Moshe introduces the subject here, it is for 
the nation’s best interest. The fact that Yitro receives the 
credit earlier in the Torah helps as well, for Yitro’s 
suggestion needed Hashem’s authorization and seal of 
approval. (RED) 

4. The punishment for the failed spy mission was that the 
male adult generation that left Egypt would die a natural 
death in the desert over a period of 40 years. A passing 
thought: when an accidental murderer is sentenced to exile, 
to live in a City of Refuge, until the High Priest died, the 
family of the High Priest would treat those confined “killers” 
with honor and respect so that they shouldn’t pray for the 
High Priest to die. Wouldn’t the younger generation, 
destined to travel in the desert for 40 years, pray for the 
older generation to die! The quicker that generation dies, 
the sooner the younger generation can enter the Promised 
Land. It would seem that the punishment for the spy 
generation was two-fold. One is that each person would die 
naturally in the desert. And the second part of the 
punishment is that it would take 40 years. So no prayers 
would alter anything. The divine decree was that it would 
take 40 years. (RED) 
 
5. Every year we read this Sidrah right before Tisha B’Av. 
No exception to this rule, both here and in Eretz Yisrael. The 
connection I believe is the annual (Midrashic) event in the 
desert, commemorating the sin of the spies, was Tisha 
B’Av. Every Tisha B’Av eve, the adult male population 
would go outside the camp and dig his grave. And sleep in 
it. And about 15,000 men would die that night. Hashem 
would determine who would die and who would remain 
alive, at least for another year. There is an interesting 
Midrash that describes this annual event. In the Midrash, 
the Leviyim would also dig graves and lie in them for Tisha 
B’Av night. The Leviyim were exempted from the decree 
and yet would join Bnei Yisrael in this annual ritual. The 
message is clear: everyone was aware of the decree and 
each person, including the Leviyim, would join with the 
entire nation and conduct themselves accordingly. Be a 
constant part of the people, without exception, even though 
you are free from the decree. 
 

HAFTORAH 
(p. 750 Hz) (p. 1004 S) (p. 908 Hi) (p. 1195 AS) 

ISAIAH     1:1
 

 The majority of this haftorah portion is read in the tune of 
Eichah (Lamentations), depicting its close connection to 
Tisha B'Av and the destruction of the Temple and 
Jerusalem.  The prophet clearly depicts the nature of 
Israel's mission and its failure to fulfill the goals set for it.  
Israel sinks to these depths and deserved to be destroyed.  
This destruction will save Israel for an ultimate "return to 
Zion."  Using this text, one sees the true reason for a Tisha 
B'Av.  The Jew does not mourn the Temple which was 
destroyed thousands of years ago.  The Jew mourns that 
the Temple had to be destroyed – we mourn the reason for 
its destruction.  Our minds are now set to the present time.  
Have these causes disappeared?  Or do those reasons that 
existed then still exist today?  Is there observance to the 
Torah?  Even among the Torah observant Jewish 
community, strong questions have to be addressed.  When 
an observant Jew today observes Shabbat and kashrut, 
prays daily, and gives charity, are these means for a Divine 
Service?  Does he perform in order to come closer to 
Hashem?  Or perhaps the means has become an end to 
itself.  And the observant Jew today is no closer to God than 
the non-observant Jew!  (Hirsch) 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT DEVARIM 5779 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 
   

I. From the Text 

1. What is the first sin that Moshe brings up in his reproof of the people? (1:22) 
2. How many spies did Moshe send into Canaan? (1:23) Which tribe did not send a spy? 
3. To whom did Hashem promise the lands of Mt. Seir? (2:5) 
4. To whom did Hashem promise the lands of Moav and Ammon? (2:9,19) 
5. Who received the entire land area of the Bashan, the land of Og? (3:13) 
II. From Rashi 

6. Besides Moshe, who else admonished his people just prior to his death? (1:3) 
7. Why did Moshe agree to the people’s idea of sending spies? (1:23) 
8. Which part of the Promised Land was given to Calev? (1:36) 
9. After the sin and punishment of the spies, how long did Bnei Yisrael stay camped in Kadesh? (1:46) 
10. What was on top of the Chermon? (3:9) 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. The people felt they could not beat the Canaanites and possess the Promised Land. Why did they feel that way? (Ramban) 
12. After the sin of the spies, the people repented openly. Why did Hashem not accept their penitence? (Ramban) 
13. In which tribal portion was the Dead Sea? (Ha’amek Davar on 3:17) 
IV. Haftorah :  Isaiah 

14. Isaiah does not lament the loss of the Holy Temple. What does he lament? 
V. Relationships  

a) Yefet - Ashkenaz 
b) Cham - Cush 
c) Shem - Eiver 
d) Cain - Seth 
e) Yocheved - Kehat 
 
         

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT DEVARIM 5779 

 
1. The incident of the spies. 
2. 12 spies. The tribe of Levi did not send a spy. 
3. To the descendants of Esav. 
4. To the descendants of Lot. 
5. One half of the tribe of Menasheh  
6. Yaakov, Joshua, Shmuel, and David. 
7. Even though Moshe knew it was not a good idea, he figured it was good to agree, since all was good in the Promised Land. 
8. Chevron 
9. For 19 years. 
10. Snow. 
11. They lacked faith in Hashem. 
12. Hashem had taken an oath to punish them. (Numbers 14:21-23). And a decree accompanied by an oath cannot be annulled. 
(Rosh HaShanah 18a) 
13. Reuven. Reuven’s portion extended to a sliver of land on the western edge of the Jordan River. 
14. He laments over the sins that caused Hashem to destroy the Holy Temple. 
Relationships  

a) Grandfather Yefet 
b) Father Cham 
c) Great Grandfather Shem 
d) Brothers 
e) Brother-Sister 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


