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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 10 Tammuz 5779. You 
may say Kiddush Levanah tonight, if you did not say it 
last Shabbat night. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 652 Hz) (p. 898 S) (p. 584 Hi) (p. 838 AS) 

CHUKAT    Numbers 19:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus, 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The chapter of the Red Heifer is renowned as the 
epitome of a Chok, which is a statute from God that eludes 
our ability to fully comprehend its essence. The problem with 
the ritual of the Red Heifer is the ultimate paradox: the 
person who is impure becomes pure via the ritual, and the 
Kohen who is administering the ritual by virtue of the same 
act becomes impure! What we see is the ritual itself having 
two opposite results. It makes one person impure and 
purifies the second person. The message is that we cannot 
comprehend God’s mitzvot. I look upon this as a similar 
incident reflecting the same message in last week’s sidrah. 
The incense caused certain people to die, and subsequently 
saved the lives of others during a plague. Rashi comments 
that it is not the incense that kills or brings life. In that story 
what should be realized, according to Rashi, is that the 
incense did not kill anybody; the sin they committed killed 
them. With the issue of the Red Heifer, everybody becomes 
impure at some time in their lives and requires purification. 
Maybe it is not the ashes of the Red Heifer that is intrinsically 
holy that it can purify, but rather it is the mindset that the 
individual must possess in believing that what he is doing is 
the means of purification. The real purification comes from 
within the individual. (RED) 
 
2. Decades ago my wife and I were privileged to spend a 
Shabbat in Rechovot, Israel and we were able to enjoy the 
presence and teachings of HaRav Simcha HaKohen Kook, 
who was then and still is the Chief Rabbi of Rechovot. In one 
of his presentations during that Shabbat he mentioned that 
all mitzvot in the Torah should be considered as a Chok, a 
statute that defies our ability to understand the depths and 
the essence of the mitzvah. He used as an example the 
Torah prohibition of “do not murder.” That seems to be an 
understandable and very rational mitzvah in the Torah. Who 
could claim that that is a Chok? Everybody, even the atheist, 
can arrive at a societal law that prohibits murder. It doesn’t 
require a divine mandate, yet when one begins to plumb the 
depths of this particular mitzvah and all of its halachic 
development, one needs to keep studying until he reaches a 
comprehension of the mitzvah to declare that it truly is a 
Chok. Rav Kook’s example was in a capital case where a 
Beit Din of 23 is judging an individual for murder and it is 
required by halachah that the majority of judges must vote to 
convict the defendant, and the majority must be at least a 
majority of two. Yet the halachah states that if the court votes 
23-0 to convict the defendant, the Beit Din is not permitted 
to execute him! Regardless of how we analyze and 
comprehend this development in halachah, Rav Kook states 

that this is the point at which one should realize that even 
this mitzvah is a Chok. 
 
3. In the first chapter in discussing the Red Heifer, Rashi’s 
commentary going through each verse is to comprehend the 
literal meaning. Rashi goes back and gives us a Midrashic 
understanding of the chapter, relating the ritual of the Red 
Heifer as a means of atonement for the Sin of the Golden 
Calf. Perhaps the understanding is that every person 
possesses sin and every person really has the Sin of the 
Golden Calf inside him. Therefore each person requires a 
Red Heifer ritual in order to gain purification. I personally did 
not worship the Golden Calf; I have that capability inside me, 
even though I do not consider myself one who would ever 
bow down to an idol. Conceptually think of the Golden Calf 
not as a metal statue but rather as some thinking or 
temptation in life which will take me away from dedication to 
Hashem. The Talmud raises the question as to whether the 
sacrifice of the Red Heifer is a community sacrifice, a Korban 
Tzibbur, or an individual sacrifice, a Korban Yachid. The 
Talmud does not come to a conclusion and lets us consider 
that this “sacrifice” is to be considered both an individual and 
a communal offering. (RED) 
 
4. Why was Miriam not permitted to enter Eretz Yisrael? 
Today’s Sidrah will describe the incident of hitting the rock 
and the divine decree that will prohibit Moshe and Aharon 
from entering Israel. Nowhere does it mention anything 
about Miriam’s inability to enter Eretz Yisrael. She was not 
part of any of the sins that brought about the decree, and 
was among the class of the population that was exempted 
from the decree to die in the desert. Nothing is stated. Hardly 
any commentaries even raise the issue and no concrete 
answers are presented. She is out, and yet her husband 
Calev is in. By a simple reading of the text one could reach 
the Midrashic conclusion that Miriam was many years 
Calev’s senior, so it was perhaps a normal event of death 
that came about at the end of the sojourn in the desert. I 
personally am not satisfied with this conclusion. 
 

HAFTORAH  
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JUDGES     11:1 

 
 Yiphtach, the leader of his generation, provides 
commentary on our sidrah when he argues with Ammon 
from the historical perspective.  Firstly, B'nei Yisrael never 
took anything from Ammon or Moav in their travels under 
Moshe.  The Israelites circumvented Ammon and Moav 
when traveling to Israel.  Secondly, whatever they did take 
was captured from Sichon who attacked B'nei Yisrael.  
Those captured lands were ruled by and were in the total 
possession of Sichon.  Thirdly, God orchestrated the entire 
scene.  The whole world ultimately belongs to God, and He 
may give it to whomever He pleases.  Fourthly, the Israelites 
have retained these lands for centuries and have never 
relinquished their claim to them.  (Malbim.)         
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT CHUKAT 5779 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 
 
I. From the Text 

1. What is the definition of the word Chok, חוק?  
2. Where did the Assistant High Priest sprinkle the blood of the Red Cow? (19:4) 
3. If a contaminated person purposely entered the Holy Temple, what was his punishment? (19:20) 
4. What was Moshe’s sin with the rock? (20:8...) 
5. Where did Aharon die and where was he buried? (20:22...) 
II. From Rashi 

6. What disqualified the Red Cow from being completely red? (19:2) 
7. Who slaughtered the Red Cow? (19:3) 
8. After Miriam’s death, why did Bnei Yisrael lack water? (20:2) 
9. When Bnei Yisrael traveled in the desert, Hashem miraculously leveled each mountain to make traveling easier - except three 
mountains. Which three mountains did Hashem not level? (20:22) 
10. What was so special about Aharon’s death? (20:26) 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. The Red Cow was slaughtered outside the Israelite camp in the desert. At the time of the Holy Temple in Yerushalayim, where 
was it slaughtered? (Sifre) 
12. What was so special about the rock that produced water? Where did we see it before? 
13. Why did the king of Arad attack and start a war with Bnei Yisrael at this time? (Rosh HaShanah 3a)  
IV. Haftorah : Judges 

14. Of what tribe was Yiftach? 
V. Relationships  

a) Elazar - Aharon 
b) Moshe - Chur 
c) Rachav - Noon 
d) Avihu - Itamar 
e) Ammon - Moav 
      
 
 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT CHUKAT 5779 

 
1. A decree, a law that defies comprehension. 
2. Toward the Mishkan 
3. Karet, premature death by Heaven. 
4. Hashem told Moshe to speak to the rock, and Moshe hit it. 
5. Atop Mt. Hor. 
6. Two black hairs (or other non-white hairs). 
7. Anyone, and the Assistant High Priest watched. 
8. During the 40 year trek in the desert, the presence of the special well was in the merit of Miriam. 
9. Mt. Sinai, Mt. Nevo (where Moshe died), and Mt. Hor (where Aharon died). 
10. Aharon died by the kiss of Hashem, as easily as drawing a hair out of milk, with no pain. 
11. Atop of Mt. of Olives. 
12. It was the same rock that Moshe hit before and the same rock that the angel revealed to Hagar when Yishmael was dying of 
thirst. 
13. After Aharon died, the king of Arad noticed that the pillar of cloud, which had led the people and protected them, had departed. 
He figured that Bnei Yisrael were now vulnerable. 
14. Menasheh.  
Relationships  
a) Father Aharon  
b) Uncle Moshe 
c) Father-in-law Noon 
d) Brothers  
e) Brothers  

 
 

 
 


