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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 13 Shevat, 5779. It is 
Shabbat Shirah because we read the Shirah of 
Devorah in the Haftorah. Tu B’Shevat is this Monday.  

 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 265 Hz) (p. 407 S) (p. 262 Hi) (p. 366 AS) 

BESHALACH   Exodus 13:17 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus, (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. This Parshah begins with “It happened when Pharaoh 
sent out the people...” It should have started with “When 
Hashem took us out from Egypt.” The Torah is trying to tell 
us something about Pharaoh! Targum Yonatan renders this 
verse as “When Pharaoh rid himself...” Maybe Pharaoh was 
relieved when he got rid of Bnei Yisrael. No more Plagues. 
Maybe Pharaoh was actually happy with the final act of 
giving the Jews permission to leave. He did say to Moshe 
and Aharon at the end of the last Plague: “to bless him as 
well” (12:32). The beginning of this Parshah is really about 
the final chapter of Pharaoh’s life. Pharaoh sends informants 
along with the Jews, and he possibly actually believes 
(wishes) that the Jews will return. Pharaoh’s mood will turn 
to anger and hatred. He will personally lead his troops to 
chase after Bnei Yisrael, an act which will lead to his demise. 
(RED) 
 

2. When did Bnei Yisrael become free? Was it now when 
they left Egypt or during the Splitting of the Sea when the 
Torah says that they believed in Hashem and in Moshe, His 
servant? I believe that it was now. The people knew that they 
were never going to return to Egypt. The first evidence of this 
was when Hashem gave them the Mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh 
and the Mitzvah of the Pesach sacrifice. Rav Soloveitchik 
said the Rosh Chodesh was a major step into their ultimate 
freedom. A slave is not in control of his time. His time 
belongs to his master. To a slave, it makes no difference 
whether it is Monday or Thursday. By giving us the Mitzvah 
of Rosh Chodesh, Hashem gives the power to control time. 
We not only control it, we are held responsible for how we 
use or abuse it. With Freedom comes true Responsibility! By 
determining when Rosh Chodesh Nissan comes, we are 
determining when the Passover holiday comes on the 
calendar. Shabbat is determined by God; we determine the 
actual arrival of all the holidays. Hence each holiday is “a 
remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt.” 
 

3. Rashi brings a Midrash that states that during the 
Plague of Darkness, Hashem killed 80% of the Jewish 
population, those who did not wish to leave Egypt nor accept 
the Torah. This will inflate the population of the Jewish 
presence in Egypt. When the Jews reached the desert, they 
were counted to be 600,000 adult males between the ages 
of 20 and 60. Add to that figure an equal amount of females, 
and then add the elderly Jewish population of over 60, and 
the younger population of under 20. The resulting figure 
should be about 3,000,000 Jewish people traveling now in 
the desert! That means that God killed 12,000,000 Jews in 
the Plague of Darkness. Okay, 70 Jews entered 210 years 
ago and now number 15,000,000. That is incredible and truly 
unbelievable! Rabbi Eliezer Gordon , Rosh Yeshiva of Telz 
stated that according to his figures, the average Jewish 
family in Egypt had sixty children!! These figures are very 
difficult to accept at face value. This Midrash is telling us that 

the rate of reproduction was astronomical and difficult to 
believe. (RED) 
 

4. Moshe retrieved Yosef’s remains from the Nile River, 
placed them into a coffin, and had them carried through the 
desert to be re-interred in Eretz Yisrael. A telling Midrash 
adds a certain dimension to the act of transporting Yosef with 
Bnei Yisrael throughout their trek in the desert. When Bnei 
Yisrael said “Let us choose a leader and return to Egypt” 
(BaMidbar 14:4), Moshe would point to Yosef’s coffin and 
say to them “Consider how the Egyptians treated Yosef’s 
family.” Yosef had saved all the Egyptians from starvation 
during the great famine. The Egyptians were ingrates in 
enslaving Bnei Yisrael after Yosef had worked tirelessly as 
the viceroy of Egypt for 80 years! (Oznaim LaTorah.) But one 
could argue otherwise. Prior to the famine, Egyptians were 
proud landowners. With Yosef’s leadership, they lost their 
lands to Pharaoh and became serfs to him. The Egyptians 
might have owed their lives to Yosef, but I doubt that they 
ever liked him. It would have been a natural development to 
enslave Yosef’s family after what occurred to the Egyptian 
people. (RED) 
 

5. The Jews asked the Egyptians for their gold and silver 
before leaving Egypt and left with great wealth. When the 
Egyptians pursued Bnei Yisrael into the desert, they were 
not after the gold and silver. Instead they were upset over 
losing the great labor force of 600,000 slaves. The Talmud 
(Sanhedrin 91) tells us the story of the Egyptians coming in 
front of Alexander the Great and indicting the Jewish people 
for stealing their gold and silver. A Jew named Geviah Ben 
Pasisa came forward and claimed that the slave labor force 
of 600,000 adult Jews was worth more than the gold and 
silver that they had taken from Egypt. This wealth was 
payment for the work they had performed over the years. 
And after all, in the aftermath of the Exodus, the Egyptians 
did not complain over their lost gold and silver; they only 
complained over the loss of the labor force!  
 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 281 Hz) (p. 434 S) (p. 850 Hi) (p. 1152 AS) 

JUDGES 4:4 

 Just as the Jews sang a song of praise and 
thanksgiving when their evil Egyptian oppressors drowned 
at the crossing of the sea, the Haftorah contains Devorah's 
song which she composed after the death of the wicked 
general Sisera. The relationship between the Jews and 
Hashem follows a cyclical progression during the period of 
the Judges–faithfulness with its concomitant salvation and 
independence followed by a rejection of their unique mission 
and destiny with its usual result of a loss of prosperity and 
sovereignty. The events of the Haftorah occur at a time when 
Yisrael was being oppressed by Jabin the King of Canaan, 
and his general Sisera.  The most accurate translation of 
Sisera's name is "the silencer."  He received this appellation 
because he used his nine hundred chariots to silence any 
attempted rebellions.  His policy to confiscate all weapons, 
to the point that "neither shield nor spear, neither defensive 
nor aggressive weapon were to be seen among the forty 
thousand of Israel" (5:8), allowed for the ruthless oppression 
of the Jews which included constant abuses and violence.  
(Hirsch).  



 

"
QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT BESHALACH 5779 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 
I. From the Text 

1. Why didn’t Hashem lead Bnei Yisrael in a more direct route from Egypt to Canaan? (13:17) 
2. When Bnei Yisrael went to get gold and silver from the Egyptians, what Mitzvah was Moshe performing? 

(13:19) 
3. What items were introduced by Hashem to guide the people in their journey in the desert? (13:21) 
4. How did Hashem correct the bitter waters and make it drinkable? (15:25) 
5. What did they eat and drink in the desert?  
 

 II.  From Rashi 
6. The text could be read that only 20% of the people left Egypt. What happened to 80% of the people? (13:18) 
7. When did the holiness of the Jewish people begin? (15:2) 
8. The Egyptians drowning in the Sea are described as stone, straw, and lead. What is the meaning of this? 

(15:5) 
9. Miriam is described as a prophetess. What did she prophecy? (15:20) 
10. Why did Moshe’s arms become tired during the war with Amalek? (17:12) 

 III. From the Rabbis 
11. What is a different reason for Hashem to lead Bnei Yisrael in a circuitous route through the desert to the 

Promised Land? (Rabbeinu Bachya) 
12. The Torah described Bnei Yisrael leaving Egypt with “an upraised arm.” What does “an upraised arm” 

mean? (Ramban) 
13. How many “songs” are there in TaNaCH? 

 IV. Haftorah. Judges. 
14. Who was the Canaanite general who fought the Jewish people in the time of Devorah and Barak? 

 V. Relationships 
a) Esav – Avraham 
b) Yishmael – Nevayot 
c) Cain – Seth 
d) Cham – Nimrod 
e) Zerach – Peretz  
  

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT BESHALACH 5779 

1. Hashem feared that if Bnei Yisrael went in the direct route, they would encounter war with the Philistines and want 
to return to Egypt. 

2. Moshe went to get the remains of Yosef to transport them for burial in Eretz Yisrael. 
3. A pillar of cloud was instituted for the day; a pillar of fire was instituted for the night. 
4. Hashem told Moshe to throw a tree into the water, and the water became sweet to drink. 
5. They ate Mannah from Heaven and drank water from the well. 
6. Hashem killed 80% of the people during the Plague of Darkness. They did not wish to leave Egypt and accept a 

life of Torah. 
7. From the days of our forefathers.  
8. Each Egyptian got what he deserved. The most wicked were tossed around like straw. The best were like lead 

and sank immediately. Those in between were like stone. 
9. As a child, she prophesied that her mother would give birth to a son. 
10. Because Moshe appointed someone else to fight the battle. 
11. Their travels in the desert were to teach them to have faith in Hashem. 
12. The Jews left Egypt with banners, song, and celebration. (Thus proving that they were not returning.) 
13. Ten. 
14. Sisera  

 
 Relationships: 

a) Grandfather Avraham  
b) Father – Son 
c) Brothers 
d) Grandfather Cham 
e) Brothers 

 


