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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 19 Sivan 5779.  
 
Mazel Tov to Binny Ciment upon today’s celebration of 
his Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to Binny’s parents Avi & 
Adina Ciment, and to the entire family.  
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 605 Hz) (p. 838 S) (p. 544 Hi) (p. 774 AS) 
B’HA'ALOTCHA    (Numbers 8:1) 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus,  
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The Ramban questions how this Midrash is appealing to 
Aharon. He quotes another Midrash that states that Hashem 
is really telling Aharon that there will be a Festival of Lights 
(Chanukah) that will be inaugurated and developed by 
Aharon’s descendants, the Chashmonaim, Kohanim, which 
will be far more lasting than the one that the tribal leaders 
established then in the desert. Somehow that response does 
not sit well with me. The answer indicates that there will be 
a time when we will lose the independence and control over 
the Holy Temple and the Temple Mount. How is that 
appealing to Aharon? The reality is that we live in a time 
when there is no Holy Temple. There are no sacrifices or 
Kohanic rituals involving the Holy Temple. Yet there is 
Chanukah. Chanukah must replace the Holy Temple, but it 
is a message to Aharon, that what we do here is a result of 
the bravery of his descendants. (RED) 
 
2. There were about 600,000 males between the ages of 
20 and 60 who exited Egypt. Add to this those who were 
younger than 20 and older than 60, plus all the women, and 
the resulting mass traveling in the desert was some two and 
a half million people. There were converts and others who 
accompanied the nation, and we could have been looking at 
a total of three million people. Let us assume that they all 
brought a Passover sacrifice in the second year of desert 
travel. Even giving the assumption that many of the million 
combined together to join in bringing one sacrifice per group. 
Could three Kohanim (Aharon, Elazar, and Itamar) handle 
the load in one day to process all the Passover sacrifices? 
The Oznaim LaTorah suggests that the reason the Torah 
describes the consecration of the Leviyim before mentioning 
the Pesach experience in the desert was to inform us that 
Leviyim were pressed into service to help the Kohanim on 
that day. I just read (as part of our shul’s Project TaNaCH, 
Divrei HaYamim II chapter 29) that when King Chizkiyahu 
re-inaugurated the Holy Temple, there weren’t enough 
Kohanim to process all the Passover sacrifices, and the 
Leviyim had to help the Kohanim. I personally don’t know 
how the Kohanim could ever have processed all the 
Passover sacrifices on any Erev Pesach in our history! 
(RED) 
 
3. Who came forward to ask Moshe and Aharon about their 
condition of being impure and unable to offer the Pesach 
sacrifice in its due time? One Midrash says it was Misha’el 
and Eltzaphan, the two relatives who took Nadav and 
Avihu’s bodies out of the Mishkan two weeks before Pesach. 
Another Midrash states that it was the Jews  who were 

carrying the remains of Yosef in the desert. Either way, it was 
a valid question. (I favor the second opinion.) And Hashem 
responded with the law of Pesach Sheini, the make-up day 
exactly one month after the real Pesach. But why shouldn’t 
the answer have been that they could bring the make-up 
sacrifice on the day they became pure again. Perhaps the 
answer is connected to the Talmudic discussion as to 
whether the Pesach sacrifice was an individual sacrifice or a 
communal one. A communal offering would dictate a 
designated day when all the make-up Pesach sacrifices 
could be offered at one time. The Pesach sacrifice was really 
an individual’s proclamation of his Jewish identity as part of 
the Jewish nation. (RED) 
 
4. Hashem instructs Moshe to construct two silver trumpets 
to gather the people, the leaders, to start the nation’s journey 
in the desert. These trumpets were for Moshe’s personal use 
only. When they entered Eretz Yisrael, there would be no 
further use for these trumpets. Right before Moshe’s death, 
these trumpets were hidden; not even Joshua knew where 
they were. Yet the decree of how to use these trumpets was 
an eternal decree (v.8). Additional trumpets were fashioned 
later for usage in the Holy Temple. Years ago, in the late 
20th century, an organization was formed to prepare for a 
third Holy Temple. And they made new trumpets. The State 
of Israel was opposed to this endeavor because they felt it 
would upset the peaceful status quo with the Arabs. So, the 
organization, located in the Old City, changed its tune. They 
said they were a museum and were building artifacts that 
would have existed in the Holy Temple. “A museum?” said 
the government. “Then you are entitled to government funds; 
we like museums.” And everybody is happy. (But we know 
the truth!) (RED) 
 
5. Yitro refused Moshe’s request to stay with Bnei Yisrael 
and travel to the Promised Land. Yitro was determined to go 
back to Midian and convert his family members to Judaism. 
But that was only part of the story. Yitro knew that there was 
no portion of Eretz Yisrael reserved for converts. So where 
would his family settle? The lands surrounding Jericho would 
become those of Yitro’s descendants. And the expression 
“you will be eyes for us” (10:31) can mean that Yitro’s 
descendants will sit (with us) on the Sanhedrin and will 
render judgements according to the Torah (Yalkut Shimoni 
726). Therefore their place in society will be secure and so 
will their income. So although Yitro returned to Midian, his 
descendants accompanied Bnei Yisrael to Eretz Yisrael.  
 

 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 620 Hz) (p. 857 S) (p. 892 Hi) (p. 1182 AS) 

ZECHARIAH    Zechariah 2:14 

 
 Why is the Mashiach referred to as the "flourishing 
one?"  Even though today it seems that all remnant of the 
majesty of the Royal House of David has been uprooted and 
has vanished into nothingness, nevertheless, the root is still 
living, hidden and dormant.  At the appropriate moment, the 
Mashiach will appear, like a majestic tree flourishing from 
barren ground, laden with fruit, revealed to all.  (Malbim.) 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT B’HA’ALOTCHA 5779 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
I. From the Text 

1. How many branches were there on the Menorah in the Mishkan? 
2. What two Mitzvot were responses to requests from the people? 
3. Why did Moshe want his father-in-law to travel with them in the desert? (10:31) 
4. How did Hashem respond to Moshe’s complaint that he can’t lead the people by himself? (11:16) 
5. How did Hashem provide meat for the people to eat? (11:31) 
II. From Rashi 

6. Why is the Parshah about the Menorah written right after the Parshah about the tribal gifts to the Mishkan? (8:12) 
7. Whom did the Leviyim replace in serving in the Mishkan? (8:7) 
8. Earlier in the census, the Leviyim were counted from ages 30 to 50 (4:2,23,30). Now they are counted from ages 25 to 50. Ex-
plain. 
9. The “rabble” led the people to complain to Moshe about the lack of meat to eat. (11:4) Who was the rabble? 
10. The people complained that they had no meat to eat. But they had plenty of animals that they brought with them from Egypt. 
What was their complaint? 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. According to the Seforno, Yitro left Moshe because converts were not going to receive any lands in Eretz Yisrael. Yet Yitro’s 
children stayed with Moshe. Where did they settle? (See Rashi on 10:32) 
12. Rashi states that “Vayehi Binso’a HaAron” is placed between two “bad” incidents. Which two incidents? 
13. What did the Sanhedrin do? 
IV. Haftorah  Zechariah  

14. Who were the king and the Kohen Gadol who received Zechariah’s prophecy? 
V. Relationships  

a) Bilhah - Dan 
b) Er - Onan 
c) Binyamin - Ephraim 
d) Mitrayim - Canaan 
e) Aram – Magog 
 

 

 
  

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT B’HA’ALOTCHA 5779 
 
1. Seven 
2. Pesach Sheini and the laws pertaining to inheritance for a daughter when there are no sons. 
3. Yitro knew the desert and would be their scout in their travels (and advise them on the way to enter Eretz Yisrael). 
4. He told Moshe to form the Sanhedrin to help him. 
5. Hashem brought quail to the people. 
6. Aharon felt dejected when the Leviyim did not participate in the dedication of the Mishkan. So Hashem honored Aharon with this 
Parshah. 
7. The firstborn males (who served the Golden Calf). 
8. The Leviyim were required to undergo 5 years of apprenticeship. 
9. The rabble was the Eirev Rav, the mixed multitude that accompanied Bnei Yisrael in the Exodus from Egypt. 
10. It was made up. They just wanted to complain. 
11. They received about 250,000 square cubits in an area around Yericho. (Lands reserved for those whose lands were to be used 
for the Holy Temple.) 
12. They ran away from Sinai, fearing that Hashem would give them more Commandments. And they complained about their plight 
in the desert. 
13. It was not a judicial system originally. It provided guidance and leadership. 
14. Zerubavel was the king; Joshua was the Kohen Gadol. 
Relationships  
a) Mother Bilhah 
b) Brothers  
c) Uncle Binyamin 
d) Brothers 
e) First Cousins 
 

 
 

 
 
 


