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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 1 Nissan 5778, Rosh 
Chodesh Nissan, Parshat HaChodesh. We include 
Ya’aleh V’Yavo in our davening and bensching. We 
chant Hallel and read from THREE Sifrei Torah. The 
Mussaf is the text of Atta Yatzarta, for Shabbat Rosh 
Chodesh. We omit Av HaRachamim.   
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 410 Hz) (p. 605 S) (p. 371 Hi) (p. 544 AS) 

VAYIKRA   

 Leviticus 1:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 
 

1. In Europe, when young children went to Cheder to start 
their Jewish education, teachers began their Chumash 
instruction with Vayikra, and not from the beginning stories 
of Creation, in Breishit. I never truly understood the 
reasoning behind this decision, but now I am beginning to 
realize a deeper meaning.  The beginning of the Torah 
establishes Hashem as the Creator of the Universe, and we 
are invited to become His partner in creation.  As creators 
ourselves in the universe, we are dominant, and now it 
behooves us to seek atonement for our inadvertent sins 
between us and God.  Most of these sins are private and not 
known to others.  It takes strength to admit to a sin that is not 
out there in the public eye.  This Parsha is a divine invitation 
to step it up and be honest for our actions.  Whether it is to 
bring a Shelamim, a peace offering, when things are good in 
life, or be it a sin offering when we mistakenly sin, we are 
presented with an opportunity to become close to Hashem 
with deeds that will bond us together. What a powerful 
lesson to us all, and it more than answers why we would start 
the Chumash learning with our children in this way.  (RED) 
 

2. "Adam...takrivu" (1:2) "When a man among you brings 
an offering...shall you bring your offering".  Why does this 
verse begin in the singular - "When a man brings" - but in the 
plural - "takrivu, you shall bring your offering"?  The Oznaim 
LaTorah offers that it was the Jewish people as a whole that 
built the Temple and the Altar.  The salt for the preparation 
of the sacrifices and the wood to burn it both are provided 
from public funding. Thus when "a man" - an individual - 
"brings an offering" - privately - the entire public takes part in 
it, and for this reason the Torah can say takrivu..."You 
(plural) shall bring your offering." 
 

 I believe the Oznaim LaTorah overlooks a simpler 
interpretation.  The beginning of this verse is not only in 
singular, it is also in third person. The ending of the verse, 
takrivu, is in second person.  When a man brings an offering, 
you, the Kohanim, shall bring the offering.  The donor of the 
sacrifice brings the animal and may even slaughter it, but the 
rest of the ritual service, as in the burning of the limbs and 
organs, and the sprinkling of the blood, is done by the 
Kohanim.  The donor needs the Kohanim to administer and 
service the ritual donation, and this would give an answer to 
our question.  (RED) 
 

3. Another answer that I would suggest, even though it is 
not as literally sound as the above... When the Mashiach 
comes, and the Holy Temple will descend, already 
constructed (as proposed in Talmud Yerushalmi), we are 
immediately in business.  When one person offers a 

sacrifice, many more will follow.  For example, when the Holy 
Temple is re-instituted, my wife will immediately be required 
to offer nine sacrifices, corresponding to nine successful 
pregnancies.  Each sacrifice cumulatively amounts to the 
abundant required number.  In the times of the Mashiach, 
everyone will become frum and millions of women will 
ascend to Yerushalayim to bring their sacrifices, incumbent 
upon them from their childbearing years. Plus each convert 
will be required to offer a sacrifice as part of their conversion 
ceremony.  There will be millions of people assembled at the 
Holy Temple to take care of their ritual needs.  How could 
the Kohanim take care of this enormous task!?  The more I 
contemplate this situation, the more I fathom the enormity of 
the situation.  But instead of dreaming up an answer, I 
conclude that this is a question best left for the Mashiach 
himself to entertain and to answer!  (RED) 
 

4. "Asher Nassi Yechetta" (4:22).  When a ruler sins, Rashi 
comments that the word Asher alludes to 
Ashrei:  fortunate.  The generation whose leader seeks 
atonement for his unintentional sins is fortunate.  This is 
amazing!  Today we have state leaders who abuse their 
positions and sin overtly and covertly, mostly intentionally, 
and cover up their misdeeds to the best of their ability.  This 
is the norm and is hardly newsworthy since it happens so 
frequently.  In the Torah, these paragraphs are introduced 
with the preposition "if" - if the person sins.  Here with Asher, 
it is definitely going to happen, but if he seeks atonement, 
that is truly a benefit to him and to his constituency.  It 
demonstrates a personality trait that is complimentary to 
himself and to his nation. 
 

ACHARON  
(p. 695 Hz) (p. 944 S) (p. 622 Hi) (p. 890 AS) 

ROSH CHODESH (Numbers 28:9-15) 
MAFTIR  

(p. 253 Hz) (p. 386 S) (p. 249 Hi) (p. 348 AS) 
HACHODESH (Exodus 12:1-20) 

 
HAFTORAH  

(p. 1001 Hz) (p. 1195 S) (p. 962 Hi) (p. 1218 AS) 
HACHODESH (Ezekiel 45:16 – 46:18) 

 

 Commentators explain that, by virtue of Rosh Chodesh, 
God gave the Jewish people mastery over time. From that 
moment onward, the calendar with its cycle of festivals could 
exist only when the Sages of Israel declared the new month. 
This signifies more than control over the reckoning of time, 
the dating of legal documents, and all the banalities to which 
man is subject in his everyday life. It represents the potential 
for renewal. The Jewish people is symbolized by the moon 
because, although the moon wanes, it waxes as well. It 
stands for hope, for the confidence that there is a future as 
well as a past. This vibrancy assures that any conquest of 
the Jewish people can never be more than temporary. Israel 
may seem to disappear from the panorama of history—but 
so does the moon. The moon returns—and Israel, by means 
of the power vested in it by the Torah, sanctifies the new 
month. So, too, the nation constantly renews its vigor, 
constantly defies the laws of history that insist it should have 
long since become extinct, constantly demonstrates its 
ability to make itself the vehicle for the prophecies of 
redemption and a greater spiritual world. (Artscroll) 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYIKRA 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
 From the Text 

1. What kind of animal can be brought for an OLAH offering? (1:2,3) 

2. How is a bird killed for a sacrifice? (1:15) 

3. What are the three ingredients for a meal offering? (2:1) 

4. From which gender was the animal SHELAMIM (thanksgiving) offering brought? (3:1) 

5. A person stole $100 from a comrade by lying about a pledge, and he swore falsely about it. When he repents, how 
much must he pay back to his comrade? (5:24) 

 From Rashi 

6. What is the meaning of the OLAH, elevation offering? (1:9) 

7. Why is the sacrifice referred to as a “satisfying aroma, Rei’ach Nicho’ach, to Hashem”? (1:9) 

8. From what grain was the OMER offered? (2:14) 

9. When the Kohen Gadol brought a sin offering, where were the remains of the animal burned (in the times of the Holy 
Temple)? (4:12) 

10. “If the entire assembly of Israel shall sin...” (4:13) Who is the “entire assembly of Israel”? 
 From the Rabbis 

11. Why is the letter Aleph written small in the opening word of this Parshah VAYIKRa? (Ba’al HaTurim) 

12. What does the word Korban (sacrifice) literary mean? (Hirsch) 

13. What kind of declaration does the donor say when he leans on his SHELAMIM (thanksgiving offering)? (Rambam Hil. 
Maasei HaKorbanot 3:15)  

 From the Haftorah. Parshat HaChodesh. Ezekiel 

14. Parshat HaChodesh recalls that the first Mitzvah given to the Jews as a nation was the Mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh. 
What are the three Mitzvot that the Greek-Syrians prohibited the Jews to perform? 

 Relationships 

a) Gershon-Kehat 
b) Serach-Zerach 
c) Bella-Becher 
d) Rachel-Dina 
e) Yehudah-Shailah 

 

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYIKRA 5778 
 

 
1. A domesticated animal (e.g. a cow) or a sheep or a goat, male, with no blemish. 
2. The Kohen nips off his head with his fingernail. 
3. Finely ground wheat flour, oil, and frankincense. 
4. Male or female. 
5. $120, the principle plus 20%. 
6. The word means going up; it is an offering that is completely burned up on the Altar. 
7. As our Sages have said: “I have spoken and My will has been done.” 
8. Barley. 
9. Outside the city of Yerushalayim. 
10. The Sanhedrin.  
11. Moshe was humble and wished to write that Hashem called upon him in a happenstance way. 
12. The root of the word is Karov, to come near, because the offering is to bring the donor closer to Hashem. 
13. The donor praises God as he leans on the animal. 
14. Rosh Chodesh, Shabbat, and Circumcision. 

 
Relationships:  
a) Brothers 
b) First Cousins 
c) Brothers  
d) Aunt Rachel 
e) Father Yehudah 

 

 


