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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 21 Kislev 5778. 
Chanukah begins this Tuesday evening.   
 
Mazel Tov to Noam Schochet upon today’s celebration 
of his Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to Noam’s parents Abby 
Schochet and Elie Schochet, and to the entire family. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 141 Hz) (p. 229 S) (p. 162 Hi) (p. 198 AS) 

VAYEISHEV   

Genesis 37:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus, 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. "And Yosef brought an evil report (against his brothers) 
to their father."   (37:2). Our Sages refer to Yosef as 
"HaTzadik" (The Righteous).  Yosef was on such a high 
spiritual level that anything less than perfection simply 
disturbed him.  Even his righteous brothers could not escape 
his scrutiny.  Yosef reported his brothers' failures because he 
felt that his father was the only one capable of correcting their 
minor "mistakes."  Obviously the "epitome of righteousness" 
was not a simple tattle-tale.  Providence organized Yosef's 
"trip" to the morally corrupt Egypt as a lesson to Yosef that his 
brothers were very righteous.  We see, as did Yosef, from his 
lesson that even the most well intentioned constructive 
criticism can be very dangerous and that we must consider 
carefully every word we plan to speak.  (Sfas Emes). 
 
2. 37:8.  "Will you be a king over us?  Shall you rule over 
us?"  These prophetic words were fully fulfilled.  Yosef was in 
all respects a real king over the house of Israel for 71 years, 
longer than any other ruler in Israel's history.  Yosef ruled with 
more authority than any subsequent ruler, and with even more 
authority than Moshe or David.  Pharaoh gave to Yosef the 
power that "without you no man may lift up his hand or his foot 
in all the land of Egypt" (41:44).  No one dared to quarrel or 
even to complain, which was not the case in the period under 
Moshe's control.  In Yosef's time the Israelites "were 
exceedingly fruitful and they multiplied" (47:27), and the 
nation came into being during his long period as a virtual king 
and an absolute ruler over them.  This was Hashem's plan 
that the righteous Yosef should wield absolute power for the 
longest reign in history, in order to prepare the newly 
developing nation for the great climax of the Receiving of the 
Torah at Sinai.  Yosef was extremely resourceful and capable 
in everything, as his career demonstrated.  When he related 
these dreams, his brothers saw his firm faith in these dreams, 
and they greatly feared the consequences of an ambitious 
and capable younger brother who would attempt to make the 
dreams come true  (R. Avigdor Miller). 
 
3. In the Rambam’s famous treatise “The Guide For The 
Perplexed” he writes a lengthy discussion of dreams, based 
on his analysis of human psychology.  According to the 
Rambam, dreams are the products of the human power of 
imagination.  When man is awake, these powers are 
repressed and overwhelmed by the enormous amounts of 
external stimuli and information to which man is constantly 
exposed.  Psychoanalysts are of the opinion that when man 
is awake, his conscious thoughts are “censored” by his ego, 

and so his repressed thoughts and desires find expression in 
his dreams.  This is not necessarily so, says our great master, 
the Rambam.  All man’s ambitions and desires which cannot 
find expression of realization in “real life” surface in his 
dreams.  A man who is consumed with desire, whose life 
centers around base instincts, will see his desires in his 
dreams.  A man who yearns for attachment to the Divine will 

see angels in his dreams. (See Guide For The Perplexed II, 
36-38) 
 
4. Many commentators deal with the question of why 
Yaakov actually sent Yosef to check on the welfare of the 
brothers in Shechem.  Yaakov clearly knew that the brothers 
hated Yosef and certainly should have suspected that they 
could do something terrible to their younger brother.  The 
Targum Yonatan is much more Midrashic-based than the 
Onkeles Aramaic translation of the Torah.  On 37:13 the 
Targum Yonatan yields the following interpretation: “It was in 
those days that Yisrael said to Yosef:  Behold your brothers 
are pasturing in Shechem.  I feel that perchance the Chivites 
will come and attack them over this matter when the brothers 
annihilated Chamor and Shechem and the inhabitants of that 
city.  Go please and I will send you to them.  Yosef responded: 
I am prepared (to do your bidding).”  The fact remains, 
according to Targum Yonatan, that Yaakov was truly worried 
that his sons were in danger by taking the flocks that far from 
home and in the neighborhood of a hostile environment.  
Hence sending Yosef to check up on them was a serious 
matter.   Yosef could possibly assist the brothers, or be able 
to return and get help for them if they were in the midst of a 
war.  This approach to the question has a certain amount of 
validity.  It is consistent with the story line in the narrative and 
solves what otherwise could be a very serious misreading of 
the story from Yaakov’s perspective.   
 

HAFTORAH 
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AMOS   

 
 The connection to this week's parsha is twofold.  On a 
simple level the opening verse, selling the righteous for 
money and the poor for a pair of shoes, is a direct reminder 
that the brothers sold Yosef The Righteous for shoes as 
recorded in the Midrash and echoed in the Yom Kippur Musaf 
service.  On a deeper level the parsha showed us the fine 
threads of Providence that laid the foundation for the Egyptian 
exile, while the Prophet opens for us an insight into the 
conditions which would inevitably result in the exile of the 
Jews from their land at the end of the First Temple period.  
The only possibility of averting this doom would be that the 
trumpet-call of the Prophet would burst asunder the locks of 
their hearts and give them back their true better selves, so that 
they could have the courage for a sincere and lasting turning 
up to God and avoid the impending doom.  (Adapted from R' 
S.R. Hirsch). 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYEISHEV 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 From the Text 
1. How did Yaakov show favoritism toward his son Yosef?  (37:3) 
2. What were Yosef’s 2 dreams?  (37:5-9) 
3. Which 2 brothers spoke up independent of each other to save Yosef’s life?  (37:21,26) 
4. Where did Yosef end up when he was first taken to Egypt?  (39:1) 
5. What were the dreams of the Butler and the Baker?  (40:9-11,16-17)  

 From Rashi 
6. Why did Yaakov love Yosef more than the other sons?  (37:3) 
7. Which 2 brothers did not participate in the sale of Yosef?  (37:30)  Where were they? 
8. Why did Yehudah not recognize Tamar, his daughter-in-law, on the road to shear his sheep?  (38:15) 
9. What sin did Yosef commit while in service in Potiphar’s house that warranted his being imprisoned?  (39:6) 
10. For what crimes were the Chief Butler and Chief Baker imprisoned?  (40:1) 

 From the Rabbis 
11. Why did Yosef tell his brothers the dreams, knowing it would antagonize them?  (37:5, Seforno, Chizkiyahu, 

Vilna Gaon) 
12. Where in Scripture do we see men sitting and eating after plotting harm against the Jews, as did Yosef’s 

brothers here? (Midrash Tehillim 10)   
13. How was Yehudah punished for causing his father to grieve over the loss of Yosef?  (Midrash on 38:11) 

 Haftorah. Amos. 
14. What was the 4th sin that Israel committed, that Hashem was not willing to ignore. 

 Relationships 
a) Yosef – Yocheved 
b) Moshe – Mooshi 
c) Lavan – Levi 
d) Shailah – Shimon 
e) Kehat – Elisheva  

 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYEISHEV 5778 

1. He made him a “multicolored coat.” 
2. First Dream: Yosef and his brothers were binding sheaves in the middle of the field.  Their sheaves bowed down to 

his sheaf.  Second Dream: The sun, the moon, and eleven stars bowed down to Yosef. 
3. Reuven and Yehudah. 
4. To the house of Potiphar, the Chief Butcher.  
5. Butler: There was a grapevine with 3 clusters of grapes that ripened.  The Butler had Pharaoh’s cup, took the grapes, 

pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s palm.  Baker: There were 3 wicker baskets on his 
head.  In the top basket was some of Pharaoh’s food.  Birds were eating from the basket. 

6. Rashi offered 2 answers: a) Yosef was born in Yaakov’s old age.  b) Yosef was a wise son, and Yaakov taught him 
what he learned. 

7. Binyamin was young, at home.  Reuven returned home to attend to his father. 
8. Tamar was very modestly dressed, with her face covered, when she was in Yehudah’s home. 
9. While his father Yaakov was immersed in grief over Yosef’s disappearance, Yosef was eating, drinking, and combing 

his hair (prettying himself) as the foreman in his master’s home. 
10. Chief Butler: A fly was found in Pharaoh’s cup of wine.  Chief Baker: A pebble was found in the king’s bread. 
11. Seforno: Yosef was young and immature.  Chizkuni: If Yosef could convince his brothers that God ordained all this, 

then maybe they would stop hating him.  Vilna Gaon: Yosef felt that a dream is a prophecy, and he would not be per-
mitted to suppress a prophecy from being revealed. 

12. Haman and Achashveirosh after plotting to kill the Jews.  (Esther 3:15) 
13. Yehudah’s two sons died. 
14. The persecution of the poor and the greed of the rich and powerful. 

 Relationships: 
a) Uncle Yosef   b) First Cousins  c) Grandfather Lavan   d) Uncle Shimon                                                              

e) Uncle Kehat (through marriage) 
 
 
 
 


