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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 8 Nissan 5778, 
Shabbat HaGadol. We read the special Haftorah for 
today being the Shabbat immediately preceding 
Pesach. The Shabbat Hagadol Drashah will be given 
by Rabbi Weinstock at 6:15 p.m. entitled “Eliyahu 
Hanavi: At Our Seder and In Our Lives”. We omit Av 
HaRachamim. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 429 Hz) (p. 631 S) (p. 393 Hi) (p. 568 AS) 

TZAV     

Leviticus 6:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The Torah dictates that the fire on the Outside Altar had 
to be a constant fire, and the fire had to be big. But the 
Hebrew word in the Torah for the fire has a small letter 
“mem.” This indicates that the burning fire had to be constant 
and consistent. One time Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin 
approached his Rebbe, the Vilna Gaon, in the 18th century. 
Reb Chaim was all enthusiastic about starting a new 
Yeshiva, and came to ask for his rebbe’s blessing in this 
endeavor. The Vilna Gaon refused to give his prime student 
his blessing. After a while, Reb Chaim again asked the Vilna 
Gaon for a blessing, and the Gaon gave it to him. The Vilna 
Gaon explained that the first time he was approached Reb 
Chaim was too emotionally enthusiastic. After a while Reb 
Chaim calmed down and approached the endeavor with a 
more intellectual attitude. The Vilna Gaon received the 
request with high encouragement. Then he saw the 
possibility of true success in the endeavor. The fire had been 
reduced to a consistent flame. 
 
2. Rabbeinu Yonah (13th century, Spain, a cousin of the 
Ramban) felt that the job of removing the ashes was a 
demeaning job and was given to Aharon and his sons to 
bring them down a peg. Yet it was important in the eyes of 
the Kohanim. The descendants of Kehat were looked upon 
as being on a loftier level than the descendants of his 
brothers, Gershon and Merari. The prince of the tribe of Levi 
was Elazar, Aharon’s son. And his job was to carry the 
illuminating oil, the incense spices and the anointing oil. He 
carried these items on his person, on his shoulder, and with 
his right and left hands. Menial jobs were given to important 
people to teach us all a lesson. Even King David danced 
energetically in praise of Hashem. It is important not to think 
so highly of ourselves that we are not participating in a 
complete immersion in the Mitzvah world. The Chafetz 
Chaim himself would make the bed for a guest to sleep over, 
lest he miss the opportunity of participating in the Mitzvah of 
Hachnasat Orchim, welcoming guests. 
 
3. “A permanent fire shall remain aflame on the Altar; it 
shall not be extinguished” (6:6). In the Talmud Yerushalmi 
(Yoma 4:6) we learn that the fire had to stay lit even when 
the Jewish people travelled in the desert. In other words, the 
fire on the Altar was required to be lit the whole time, even 
when it wasn’t needed. The same thing is required of us – to 
feel the flame of Torah, consistently burning within us. When 
we go on vacation, we feel relaxed and sometimes we take 

a more relaxed and lenient view of religious practices. 
Sometimes we go to places that do not have a religious 
community, a Minyan to daven in, and plenty of kosher 
sources. Our attitude toward religious practices plummets, 
and we are guilty of taking a relaxed view of religious 
requirements in our life. Remember this lesson: the fire of 
Torah should never be extinguished. It has to remain aflame 
even when away from home. (RED) 
 
4. Rabbeinu Bachya (13th -14th century, Zaragosa,  Spain) 
wrote that the Shelamim, the Todah (thanksgiving) sacrifice 
was brought when the good things happen in life. Even a 
bride and groom would offer a Todah sacrifice in honor of 
their marriage. The Midrash Tanchuma (Emor 14) states that 
all the sacrifices will be nullified in the future (Messianic time) 
except for the Todah, which will never be nullified. In the 
Messianic era, there will be a constant reminder and 
recognition of Hashem’s presence in our lives. We will not 
be inclined to sin. We will feel gratitude to Hashem for all the 
acts of kindness that He does for us. With the number of 
weddings that will occur daily in the Jewish world, there will 
never be a void in the Simchah of sacrifices in the Holy 
Temple. There will be a party atmosphere in Yerushalayim 
every day. (RED) 
 
5. The Rishonim (rabbis of the Middle Ages) say that 
nowadays that we are unable to bring sacrifices, Birkat 
HaGomeil is in place of a Korban Torah. Why is it that when 
a person recites Birkat HaGomeil, the congregation answers  
Amen and adds: “May the One who has bestowed goodness 
upon you continue to bestow goodness upon you forever.” 
Each person is allotted a certain amount of “acts of kindness” 
in his lifetime by Hashem. It is like a cat who in legend 
receives 9 lives. When something happens, and a person is 
unharmed – he has received a divine act of kindness. The 
congregation is wishing him to receive his full allotment of 
divine “acts of kindness.” This one didn’t count. As the 
famous baseball player Nolan Ryan once said: God gives 
only a certain number of fast balls to a person’s right arm. 
So be careful how you use them. (RED) 
 

HAFTORAH SHABBAT HAGADOL 
(p. 1005 Hz) (p. 1197 S) (p. 965 Hi) (p. 1220 AS) 

MALACHI  3:4   

 
 This week's haftorah, the selection for Shabbat 
HaGadol, speaks of the eventual return of Eliyahu Hanavi.  
This prophet, whose ascension to Heaven in a chariot of fire 
constitutes one of the most remarkable episodes in the entire 
Tanach, is the herald of the final redemption.  That 
redemption will also arrive amidst a conflagration.  "Behold, 
a day shall come which is fiery like a furnace."  (Malachi 
3:19) which will consume all evil doers and perpetrators of 
wickedness. Fire, we see, is like nuclear power.  Depending 
upon how it is harnessed and utilized, it can fuel the altar or 
devour what is flawed and imperfect.  Eliyahu left this world 
in fire and will return to us in fire, teaching us the power and 
energy the Almighty has placed in creation for us to channel 
and use.  Keeping the fire glowing within its proper 
boundaries is part of our task until we realize the ultimate 
promise of our haftorah, "and he will turn the hearts of fathers 
to their sons and the hearts of sons to their fathers." 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TZAV 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
 From the Text 

1. What was the first Temple service of the day? (6:3) 

2. Where did the Kohen place the ashes from the Altar? (6:3) 

3. Who could eat the leftover Meal Offering (MINCHAH) and where could he eat it? (6:11) 

4. How does one kasher a copper pot? (6:21) 

5. Who was present for the consecration ceremony of Aharon and his sons? (8:3) 
 From Rashi 

6. Why does Hashem tell Moshe to “command” Aharon? Usually He says “tell” Aharon! (6:2) 

7. Did the Kohen wear underwear? (6:3) 

8. Into what clothes did the Kohen change to perform the Removal of the Ashes? (6:4) 

9. What happened to the meat of the SHELAMIM (Thanksgiving) offering? (7:14) 

10. Prior to Yom Kippur, for how many days was the Kohen Gadol “isolated”? (8:34) 
 From the Rabbis 

11. Why was it necessary to remove the ashes before bringing the morning sacrifice (TAMID) of the day? (Hirsch) 

12. When is the Kohen’s Meal Offering (MINCHAH) given? 
13. Who may slaughter the Guilt Offering (ASHAM)? (Sifra on 7:2) 
 

       From the Haftorah. Shabbat HaGadol. Malachi 

14. On what day did the Jewish people in Egypt designate the animal for the Korban Pesach (Passover sacrifice)? 
 Relationships 

a) Kehat-Chanoch 
b) Gershon-Livni 
c) Amram-Chevron 
d) Moshe-Korach 
e) Aminadav-Aharon 
 

 

 
 

                             
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TZAV 5778 

 
1. The first service of the day in the Holy Temple was Terumat HaDeshen, the Removal of the Ashes from the service of the day 

before. 
2. Next to the Altar. 
3. Only a male Kohen could eat it, and in the Temple courtyard. 
4. It is put into boiling water and then rinsed in water. 
5. The entire nation. 
6. The language of “command” indicated being zealous, for now and for future generations. Rav Shimon adds that it is necessary 

in a case of the loss of money. 
7. No. 
8. He changed into less honored clothes, namely older, more worn priestly garments. 
9. Part of it was burned on the Altar; part goes to the Kohen; and the rest goes to the donor. 
10. Seven days. 
11. The Kohen was declaring that today we will continue to serve Hashem, as we did yesterday, according to His will. 
12. Three times. Every Kohen must give it the first time he performs a service in his lifetime. And the Kohen Gadol brings it on the 

first day of his career and every subsequent day of his lifetime. 
13. The verb “slaughter “ is written in the plural to indicate that the slaughtering may be done by many categories of people, such 

as women, converts, and even gentile slaves. 
14. On Shabbat HaGadol, the Shabbat preceding Pesach (the 10th of Nissan in Egypt that year). 

 
Relationships: 
a) First Cousins (the son of Levi and the son of Reuven) 
b) Father Gershon 
c) Brothers 
d) First Cousins 
e) Father-in-law Aminadav 

 
 
 
 
 
 


