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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 29 Mar Cheshvan 
5778.  Tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh Kislev.  We bensch 
Rosh Chodesh which will be tomorrow; the re-
appearance of the moon in Yerushalayim was this 
morning at 12:57 a.m.  We omit Av HaRachamim. 
 
Mazel Tov to Jason Gluska upon today’s celebration of 
his Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to Jason’s parents Joey & 
Joy Gluska and to the entire family. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 93 Hz) (p. 140 S) (p. 121 Hi) (p. 124 AS) 

TOLDOT      

Genesis 25:19 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus,  

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The Torah describes to us that Esav was a man of the 
field; he was a hunter, while Yaakov was a pure person, 
wholesome in dwelling in his tents (25:27).  It is possible for 
a person to develop two types of personalities.  One 
personality is in his home, and there is another personality 
that might manifest itself when he is outside in the business 
world.  Herman Wouk captured this analysis in his book 
“Inside Outside.”  This is true with many people as they 
demonstrate a certain personality within their home when 
they interact with their spouse and children.  In the outside 
world they might have a stronger demeanor in conducting 
themselves in business.  Here, in the Torah text, we see that 
the two personalities of the twins, Esav and Yaakov, were 
opposites; the two personalities that one person could 
maintain in real life.  We see the outside world through the 
eyes of Esav and an inner reflective world within the 
demeanor and personality of Yaakov.  (RED).  It is possible 
that the Torah indicates this with the word “Ish”–a man.  It 
uses the word twice in describing Esav and only once with 
Yaakov.  It is possible that Esav possessed both these 
demeanors in his conduct in the house and outside the 
house, while Yaakov only developed the inside demeanor of 
one who remains within the family tent, studying with his 
father, and devoting himself to a more spiritual way of life. 
 
2. Is it permissible for a Jew to become a hunter?  This 
question is dealt with at length in one of the Responsa of the 
Noda BiYehudah (Rabbi Yechezkel Landau, 18th century 
Prague).  The Noda BiYehudah concludes that it is 
prohibited for a Jew to become a hunter because how is it 
possible that a descendant of Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Yaakov can find joy in the activities that were embraced by 
Nimrod and Esav? We find similarities in the Or Zarua, and 
in the Responsa of the Maharam of Rottenberg who also 
prohibits the activity of hunting.  He felt that it was an action 
done with dogs on the hunt, just as the non-Jewish world 
does it.  Parenthetically it is worth mentioning that the Mahari 
Weil wrote that when a person buys a new fur coat, or new 
leather shoes, one should not make the brachah of 
Shehechiyanu because these acquisitions are linked to the 
pain caused to an animal. 
 

3. The essential story in our Torah reading for today is 
Yaakov receiving the special blessing from his father.  
Yaakov is influenced by his mother to deceive his father into 
believing that the father was blessing Esav.  We can 
understand Rivkah’s position in her knowledge that Yaakov 
should be the heir to the spiritual tradition of the family.  
Nevertheless it is questionable as to the use of a ruse to 
obtain this special brachah.  Without considering the feelings 
of Yitzchak and Rivkah in this matter we are left with the 
results of the narrative, in that Yaakov did deceive his father 
and obtained these blessings in a questionable fashion.  
Later on, when Yaakov goes to Lavan’s house and engages 
Lavan for his marriage with Rachel, Lavan deceives Yaakov 
and switches Leah for Rachel.  Upon discovery, Lavan says 
to Yaakov:  We don’t switch the younger for the older in our 
place.  This was a definite attack upon Yaakov.  This is 
perhaps also a measure for measure punishment to Yaakov 
for his act of deception to his own father.  He who deceives 
need be prepared to be deceived in return.  This is a possible 
interpretation of these events in the life of Yaakov Avinu.  
(RED).  Yaakov must rise above these events to prove 
himself as a moral and honest individual.  He does so in the 
long run as the Patriarch with whom we can better relate in 
real terms.  Avraham was on an extremely high spiritual 
level, following the word of God in opposition to man’s 
rational capacities.  Yitzchak was certainly on an extremely 
high level of spirituality as he was the sacrifice offered on the 
altar.  Yaakov is the Patriarch who goes into exile and more 
closely reflects the life of a Jew in the face of history. 
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SAMUEL I        ‘  

 David needed to ascertain whether Saul’s dislike for 
him was personal or caused by Saul’s melancholy which 
struck him like an evil spirit.  David chose Rosh Chodesh as 
the test date because Saul should be in good mood, free of 
melancholy or evil spirits.  Even though Saul was king, 
everyone knew at this point in time that David was to be 
Saul’s successor.  In the big picture, Saul and David 
represent different functions for two different tribes.  Esav 
(the grandfather of Amalek) was a nemesis for Israel. He 
was deceitful and cunning in his dealings with his father and 
brother.  Ten of the sons of Yaakov were deceitful toward 
their father when they told their father that Yosef was killed 
by a wild animal.  Only Yosef and Binyamin were not 
involved in this deceit.  Hence it became the role of the 
children of Rachel (Binyamin, Ephraim, and Menasheh) to 
fight Amalek.  The tribe of Yehudah (David) is pitted against 
the children of Yishmael since both served their fathers 
faithfully.  (Rabbi Y. Eybeshutz)  
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TOLDOT 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 From the Text 

1. How were Esav and Yaakov different in their pursuits?  (25:7) 

2. Why did Yitzchak move to the land of the Philistines?  (26:1) 

3. Why did Avimelech order Yitzchak to leave the Philistines?  (26:16) 

4. How did Yaakov succeed in deceiving his father?  (27:27) 

5. Why did Rivkah want Yaakov to go to Lavan’s home?  (27:42-45)  
  From Rashi 

6. Why did the Torah repeat Rivkah’s genealogy?  (25:20) 

7. At what point in their development did Esav and Yaakov’s true personalities emerge?  (25:27) 

8. Why were Yitzchak’s eyes failing?  (27:1) 

9. What clothes did Esav keep in his mother’s tent?  (27:15) 

10. Where did Yaakov go immediately when he left home?  (28:7) 
 From the Rabbis 

11. What was the significance of the wells and their names that Yitzchak’s servants dug?  (26:19, Ramban) 

12. Why did Yitzchak name the town Shivah, Beer-sheva?  (Ramban, 26:33) 

13. What Mitzvah did Esav perform conscientiously? 
 Haftorah. Samuel l. 

14. Why was this portion chosen as the Haftorah for today? 
 Relationships 

a) Esav – Amalek 
b) Yaakov – Yishmael 
c) Yaakov – Nevayot 
d) Esav – Nevayot 
e) Rivkah – Avraham (2 answers) 

 
 

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TOLDOT 5778 
1. Esav knew trapping and was a man of the field.  Yaakov was a dweller in tents. 
2. Due to a famine. 
3. Avimelech said that Yitzchak was mightier and wealthier than he was. 
4. By wearing Esav’s clothes. 
5. Because Esav wanted to kill Yaakov. 
6. The Torah was praising Rivkah: Though Rivkah was the daughter and sister of wicked people, she did not follow their evil 

ways. 
7. When they turned 13 years old. 
8. Rashi offers 3 reasons why Yitzchak’s eyesight dimmed: a) From the smoke that Esav’s wives offered to their idols.  b) Tears 

from ministering angels fell into Yitzchak’s eyes when he was bound on the altar during the Akeidah.  c) Hashem caused his 
blindness so that Yaakov could get the blessings. 

9. Esav stole precious clothes from the great hunter Nimrod. 
10. He went to learn in the Yeshivah of Shem V’Ever for 14 years. 
11. The 3 wells correspond to the 3 Holy Temples: the 2 that were destroyed, and the eternal one yet to be built. 
12. The name of the city commemorates 2 occurrences: the Be’er, the well, and the Shvu’a, the oath. 
13. Honoring his father. 
14. Today is Erev Rosh Chodesh, the day before Rosh Chodesh. And the conversation that begins the Haftorah narrative took 

place on Erev Rosh Chodesh. 
 
 Relationships: 

a) Grandfather Esav 
b) Uncle Yishmael 
c) First Cousins 
d) Brothers-in-law 
e) Great Uncle Avraham; Father-in-law 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


