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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 9 Adar 5778, Parshat 
Zachor.  We read from two Sifrei Torah.  We fulfill the 
Torah commandment to remember what Amalek did to 
us when we left Egypt by listening attentively to every 
word of this special Maftir.  Av HaRachamim is omitted. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 339 Hz) (p. 519 S) (p. 320 Hi) (p. 464 AS) 

TETZAVEH         

Exodus 27:20 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. In the construction of the Mishkan, there are some 
obvious questions that will lead us to some conclusions that 
border on the acceptance of miracles. For example: Where 
did the Jewish people get acacia wood in the middle of the 
Sinai desert? Rashi provides the Midrashic tale that when 
Yaakov Avinu came to Egypt, he planted some acacia trees 
and ordered his descendants to cut the trees and take the 
wood with them when they would depart Egypt. The Ibn Ezra 
rejects this Midrash and comes up with the idea that there 
must have been a forest of acacia trees in the proximity of 
Mt Sinai.  
 

 Where did they obtain the Techeilet bluish turquoise 
dye in the desert? This is extracted from the aquatic snail 
called a Chilazon. They were miles from the Sea! 
 

 Where did they get the olives to make olive oil in the 
desert? The Ramban writes that the tribal princes brought 
olives with them from Egypt. 
 

 Where did they find the colorful Tachash animal? The 
Midrash, cited by Rashi, states they the Tachash was an 
animal that existed in the desert only at that time! 
 

 The venture of this activity, to create the Mishkan, has 
us thinking in many different directions in order to satisfy an 
inquisitive mind when we read this dry portion of the Torah. 
The Torah is challenging us to think and accept this directive 
as being realistic and to accept the successful endeavor as 
part of normal life. Well, normal life includes miraculous 
events, some of which are accepted as normal acts of life! 
(RED) 
 
2. Moshe was the first Kohen Gadol in our history. He 
served in the Mishkan for one week, for the 8 days of 
consecration for his brother Aharon and Aharon’s son. So 
Aharon was appointed as the first official Kohen Gadol. 
Indications are that Hashem originally wanted Moshe to be 
the Kohen Gadol. But when Moshe wanted to reject 
Hashem’s mission to liberate Bnei Yisrael, Hashem was 
angered and decided to appoint Aharon. But how could 
Moshe have done it all. We see from the text in Parshat Yitro 
that Moshe’s day was consumed by the demands of the 
people in his role as a judge! How could Moshe become the 
Kohen Gadol plus be the teacher and judge of Israel, and 
also be the political and military leader of Klal Yisrael? The 
Ibn Ezra notes that the duties given to Moshe as teacher and 
judge saddled Moshe with heavy responsibilities. (RED) 
 

3. There was no pomp with Moshe’s position. The Talmud 
states that Moshe wore the garments of a regular priest 
during his one week tenure as Kohen Gadol. In contrast to 
this, there was a great deal of pomp and ceremony and royal 
distinction with the Kohanic vestments, the Argaman, 
Techeilet, and Tola’at HaShani, the blue, purple, and scarlet 
set the Kohen Gadol apart from anyone in the nation. It was 
likened to the royal distinction of a king. The Talmud (and 
Josephus) tells us that when Alexander the Great came 
toward Yerushalayim when he was in Israel, he met the 
Kohen Gadol, and it reminded him of the vision he used to 
have during the night before a battle. He was visited by a 
man who was dressed in the garb of the Jewish High Priest. 
And he would tell Alexander how he would be victorious! The 
dream of a king included the vision of the Kohen Gadol. 
(RED) 
 
4. The Avnei Zikaron, the stones of memorial, are worn by 
the Kohen Gadol. These stones had the names of the twelve 
tribes inscribed upon them, so that they be visible before 
Hashem, and He will remember the righteousness of the 
sons of Yaakov (Rashi). The Seforno adds that Hashem will 
show mercy to Israel in the merit of the founders of the 
twelve tribes. When we read the Chumash, we do not 
comprehend the meaning of each article of clothing of the 
Kohanim. Since we do not see these texts as part of our daily 
lives, it behooves us to spend the time to further understand 
the meaning of each detail in this text. 
 

MAFTIR  
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ZACHOR       

 
HAFTORAH  

(p. 995 Hz) (p. 1192 S) (p. 958 Hi) (p. 1214 AS) 
SAMUEL I      '  

  
 The Haftorah brings us the history of the national 
destruction of the Amalekites, thereby stressing sharply that 
the duty we are called on to remember "to blot out the 
remembrance of Amalek" does not refer so much to the 
nation of Amalek, who was slain thousands of years ago, but 
to their surviving Amalekite principles.  Only by destroying 
the memory of Amalek, the ideology that might makes right, 
can we demonstrate to the world that right is might.  
Unfortunately, King Saul who was charged with destroying 
Amalek was overwhelmed by his Jewish traits of mercy at 
the wrong time, and during the few short hours that Agog, 
the Amalekite King, was spared, he fathered a dynasty that 
produced Haman and countless enemies of the Jewish 
people who have surfaced throughout history.  (Rabbi S.R. 
Hirsch.) 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TETZAVEH 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
From the Text 

1. When was the Menorah fully lit? (27:21) 

2. Which one of Aharon’s grandsons was born a Levi and later would become a Kohen under special conditions? 

3. How many vestments did the Kohen Gadol wear? (28:4 and 28:36 and 28:42) 

4. Why did the Kohen Gadol wear pomegranates of wool and bells around the hem of his robe? (28:35) 

5. What was written on the Head-plate that the Kohen Gadol wore upon his forehead?  (28:36) 
From Rashi 

6. What was the Ephod? (28:6) 

7. What was the Urim and Tumim? (28:30) 

8. How many loaves of Matzah were used in the Inauguration of the Kohanim? (29:2) 

9. Moshe was told to wash the Kohanim with water. How was this accomplished? (29:4) 

10. Aharon and sons brought sacrifices as part of the Inauguration. Who was the Kohen who performed the service? 
(29:22) 

From the Rabbis 

11. In this Parshah Moshe is given 3 Mitzvot to perform. What are they? (Ramban) 

12. Why were the Kohanim inaugurated with Matzot (3 kinds of Matzah), unleavened bread and not regular bread? 
(Hirsch) 

13. Why is the Incense Altar (the Golden Altar) mentioned at the end of this Parshah and not part of the Torah’s discus-
sion of the utensils of the Tabernacle in last week’s Parshah (Terumah)? (Seforno) 

From the Haftorah.  Zachor.  Samuel I 

14. Who was the king of Amalek whom Shmuel killed in the Haftorah? 
Relationships 

a) Moshe-Itamar 
b) Moshe-Pinchas 
c) Aharon-Gershom 
d) Eliezer-Elazar 
e) Pinchas-Gershon 

 

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TETZAVEH 5778 
 

1. Every evening the Menorah was lit and lasted until the morning. 
2. Pinchas.  
3. 8. 
4. So that he would make noise when he entered and left the Sanctuary. 
5. Holy to Hashem (Kodesh L’Hashem). 
6. It was a garment, similar to an apron that the Kohen Gadol wore over his tunic and robe. 
7. That was God’s name written on parchment tucked within the folds of the Breastplate. 
8. There were 3 types of Matzah and there were 10 loaves of each kind; therefore totaling 30 loaves. 
9. By immersing each Kohen in the Mikvah. 

10.  Moshe.  
11.  a) The preparation of the oil.  b) The designation of the Kohanim.  c) Selecting the wise and talented people to make the vest-

ments and build the Tabernacle. 
12. To symbolize that the Kohanim would not have independent wealth; their livelihood would depend on the people. 
13. The Tabernacle and its service brought about the meeting of Hashem and Bnei Yisrael. The incense was prescribed to wel-

come the King and show Him honor. Therefore it was at the end of the total description of the Tabernacle and the Kohanim’s 
vestments. 

14. Agog 
 
Relationships 
a) Uncle Moshe 
b) Great Uncle Moshe 
c) Uncle Aharon 
d) First Cousins 
e) Great Great Uncle Gershon 
 

 

 
 

 
 


