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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 2 Adar 5778. 
 

Mazel Tov to Aaron Kornbluth upon today’s celebration 
of his Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to Aaron’s parents Joel 
& Ronit Kornbluth, grandparents Joan & David 
Kornbluth and Sally & David Frenkel, and to the entire 
family.   
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p.  326 Hz) (p. 500 S) (p. 306 Hi) (p. 444 AS)  

TERUMAH     

Exodus 25:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

1. First Mishpatim, then Terumah. First we encounter laws 
that govern society, in which we conduct ourselves with 
proper legal restrictions. We make a living properly as law-
abiding citizens. We make an honest living, and then we can 
give Tzedakah. Our charity is then proper and rewarding for 
us and for the recipients of our charity. Tzedakah is poorly 
translated into English as charity. The word Tzedakah 
indicates an obligation; the word literally is related to the 
word Tzedek, righteousness. The word charity indicates an 
optional act. After Mishpatim comes Terumah. [In the Beth 
Jacob Congregation in Miami Beach (now the Jewish 
Museum), there is a stained glass window in the sanctuary 
donated by Meyer Lansky. I wonder whether we would have 
accepted his gift or whether we would have had the 
Chutzpah to question the source of his income!] 
 
2. How giving we are! When the call went out for 
contributions for the construction of the Tabernacle, the 
response was overwhelming, if not surprising. The princes 
of each tribe held back from initially giving, figuring that they 
would make up the shortfall after the people contributed. But 
the people were quick to give and gave so much that the 
leaders of the campaign had to call a halt to the appeal. 
(Much to the embarrassment of the princes!) But according 
to the Yerushalmi Talmud (Shekalim 1), the people also 
rushed to respond to the appeal for gold to build the Golden 
Calf. This mars the credit they received for responding to the 
appeal for the Tabernacle. Or it might rationalize the zeal the 
nation exhibited in giving to the Mishkan. It is possible that 
they had so much gold and nowhere to spend it. What do 
you do with so much gold in the desert! 
 
3. There are three types of Terumah itemized in the Torah. 
One was the per capita required donation of a half shekel 
out of which the sockets of the Tabernacle were made 
(38:26); the second was a similar charge for the purchase of 
the communal sacrifices; and there was the voluntary 
offering specified here. The major call here was for the 
donations for the construction of the Tabernacle, and it was 
all voluntary except for the silver which came from a levy of 
the half shekel. Silver was also required for the manufacture 
of the holy vessels. Rav Saadia Gaon said that there were 
two contributions of silver, one a levy and the other 
voluntary. (These two forms of contributions are similar to 
our Shul where we charge each family a membership fee. In 
addition, to make up the total budget of the Shul, we ask for 
voluntary gifts, primarily the Kol Nidre appeal which is 
voluntary. Between the two, and the other voluntary gifts, we 
reach our annual budget.)

 

4. Above the Ark were two Cherubim, two gold childlike 
figures, one male and one female, which adorned the Ark 
which contained the Two Tablets of the Ten 
Commandments. Many commentators remark about the 
symbolism of the Cherubim, which represent the children 
who are to be educated in the ways of Torah. Rabbi Shlomo 
Kluger (1785-1869, Brody, Galicia, teacher of the Beit 
HaLevy, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, great grandfather of 
the Rav) wrote insightfully that the Cherubim had to be of 
pure gold, to indicate that we cannot skimp on Torah 
education. Our children must be educated in a first class 
environment. We should not economize and thereby 
shortchange our children in their Torah upbringing. 
 
5. There is a special sequence of topics in these last five 
Sidrot of Chumash Shemot. The Tabernacle and the 
Kohanic vestments are the subjects of Terumah and 
Tetzaveh. Shabbat and the sin of the Golden Calf are the 
subjects of Ki Tissa. Shabbat and the Tabernacle are taken 
up again in Parshiyot Vayakhel and Pekudei. So we have 
Tabernacle, Shabbat, Golden Calf, Shabbat, and 
Tabernacle. Tabernacle is the Sanctity of Place. Shabbat is 
the Sanctity of Time. If we protect ourselves with the Sanctity 
of Time and Place, we will protect ourselves from 
succumbing to a Sin of the Golden Calf. There are two other 
forms of Sanctity. The Sanctity of Object, the Torah, and the 
Sanctity of Ourselves. When we apply ourselves to the 
enhancement and the upkeep of all four types of Sanctity, 
we will be embraced by Sanctity and protected from sin. 
(RED) 
 

HAFTORAH 
(p. 336 Hz) (p. 515 S) (p. 857 Hi) (p. 1157 AS) 

KINGS I    ‘    
 

 The haftorah deals with the construction of the First Holy 
Temple under the leadership of King Solomon.  And it was 
480 years from the Exodus from Egypt until the beginning of 
the building of the Beit HaMikdash in the first year of King 
Solomon’s reign. The term “and it was ” is normally 

looked upon by our Sages as a term denoting sadness and 
trouble (Megillah 10b).  The Talmud (ibid.) asks about this 
verse in our haftorah which describes the building of the Holy 
Temple, an event that is reason for joy and not sorrow.  The 
Talmud concedes that not all cases of  (and it was) are 

significant in noting trouble or sadness.  The Midrash 
(Breishit Rabbah 42:3) is more insistent that this principle 
holds true.  The Daat Sofrim offers an explanation that 
validates the Talmudic principle and tarnishes this moment 
of happiness in the times of King Solomon.  It is sad to note 
that it took Bnei Yisrael 480 years to fulfill a divine command 
to build the Holy Temple.  Furthermore, the existence of the 
Temple did not have the proper effect on Bnei Yisrael.  Soon 
after its construction, the nation divided, and even those 
Jews loyal to the ritual worship were sacrificing on private 
altars ( ) and not going to the Holy Temple. 

 

Sponsored by David & Joan Kornbluth and family 
in honor of Aaron Kornbluth’s Bar Mitzvah; and to 
commemorate the yahrzeit of David’s father Carl 

Kornbluth 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TERUMAH 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
 From the Text 

1. What three metals were collected for the construction of the Tabernacle? (25:3) 

2. What was inside the Ark, the Aron? (25:16) 

3. What did the Cherubim look like? (25:20) 

4. What was unique about the construction of the Menorah? (25:31) 

5. How many curtains made up the outer part of the Tabernacle? (26:1) 
 From Rashi 

6. What is T’cheilet and where did it come from?  (25:4) 

7. What was the Tachash? (25:5) 

8. Where did Bnei Yisrael get acacia wood in the desert? (26:15) 

9. The Outside Altar had 4 “horns,” one on each corner. Where did the horns come from? (27:2) 

10. What were the dimensions of the courtyard? 
 From the Rabbis 

11. “And let them take for me …. (a donation)” (25:2). Why does the verse state “take” instead of give? (Seforno) 

12. When was the “showbread” baked and displayed and eaten? 

13. What is the derivation of Mizrach (for East) and of Maarav (for West)? (Ramban) 
 From the Haftorah. Kings I. 

14. From where did King Solomon obtain the wood and ore to build the Holy Temple in Jerusalem? 
 Relationships 

a) Moshe – Korach 
b) Elkanah – Shmuel 
c) Miriam – Merari 
d) Aharon – Chur 
e) Milkah - Tirtzeh 

 

 

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TERUMAH 5778 
 

1. Gold, silver, and copper. 
2. The Tablets. 
3. The Cherubim had the faces of a male and a female child and the wings of birds stretched upward. 
4. It was the one block of gold hammered out into the shape of the Menorah. 
5. Ten curtains. 
6.  It is a turquoise (wool), and the color comes from an amphibious animal known as the chilazon. (Menachot 44a) 
7. The Tachash was a beautiful multi-colored animal that existed only at that time. 
8. Rashi quotes the Midrash which states that Yaakov planted acacia trees in Egypt and requested from his sons to take the 

wood with them when they left Egypt. 
9. The horns were made from the Altar itself, and not made separately and then attached to the Altar. 
10. The courtyard’s dimensions were 100 cubits along the north and south walls, and the 50 cubits along the east and west 

walls. 
11. The Mitzvah is directed to the leaders to ask for voluntary gifts. 
12. These loaves of bread were baked on Friday and put on the Table on Shabbat, when the old loaves were removed and 

eaten by the Kohanim. 
13. Mizrach is from Zarach, the shining of the sun which rises in the East. Maarav is from Erev or evening for the setting of 

the sun in the West. 
14. From Lebanon. 
 

 Relationships: 
a) First Cousins 
b) Father Elkanah 
c) Uncle Merari 
d) Uncle Aharon 
e) Sisters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


