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SHABBAT SHALOM, CHAG CHANUKAH SAME'ACH.  
Today is 28 Kislev 5778, the 4th day of Chanukah.  We 
include Al HaNissim in the Amidah; and we chant whole 
Hallel.  We read from two Sifrei Torah.  We bensch Rosh 
Chodesh Tevet, which will be this Monday. The re-
appearance of the moon will be Monday afternoon at 
1:41 p.m. and 1 cheilek (about 3 seconds) Jerusalem 
time.  We omit Av HaRachamim.  Mizmor Shir Chanukat 
HaBayit is added. 
 
Mazel Tov to Zev Hirsch upon today’s celebration of his 
Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to Zev’s parents Rabbi Jonathan 
& Emma Hirsch, and to the entire family. 
 

 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
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MIKETZ    

Genesis 41:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus, 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 
 

1. When Pharaoh elevates Yosef to become Viceroy, he 
changes his name to an Egyptian name that is mentioned once 
and never repeated.  Usually when we analyze the biblical text, 
when somebody receives a name change it is associated with 
their elevation in status.  This is true for Avraham and Sarah, 
as it is true for Yehoshua. We could claim that this is applicable 
to Yosef’s situation as well.  There is a major distinction here.  
In the other cases the new name is used.  In this case, the new 
name is never used.  I suggest that the distinction is directly 
connected to why Pharaoh changed Yosef’s name.  
Commentators point out that Egyptians historically did not 
favor the Jewish people and would never permit a Jew to be 
elevated to a position akin to royalty.  Perhaps Pharaoh is 
changing Yosef’s name in order to hide his Jewish identity.  We 
do note that Yosef, in contradistinction to Moshe, was 
consistently willing to identify himself as a Hebrew.  He never 
shied away from acknowledging his Jewish identity.  In this 
case Pharaoh was attempting to prevent public awareness of 
Yosef’s Jewish identity, an aspect of Yosef’s life that Yosef did 
not accept.  (RED) 
 
2. When Yosef marries Osnat, the Torah identifies her as the 
daughter of Poti-phera, who is identified by our Sages as being 
Potiphar, who was Yosef’s former master.  This would mean 
that Yosef was marrying an Egyptian woman.  Midrashically 
our Sages identify Osnat as being the daughter of Dinah, 
thereby identifying the divine orchestration of having the only 
two members of Yaakov’s family who are in Egypt at this time 
to meet and marry one another.  Taking the Torah narrative 
literally would actually give greater credit to Osnat.  She was 
the daughter of a royal, a member of an aristocratic family.  She 
ends up marrying a former slave and former convict.  We would 
have expected her to dominate the home.  The fact that she 
gives birth to and raises Ephraim and Menashe in the way that 
Yosef would want them to be raised, leads us to believe that 
Osnat is a great woman.  She accepts Yosef’s spiritual and 
moral perspective in life, embracing Yosef’s religion.  These 
are the only Jews in Egypt, and they make sure that these sons 
would not be led astray by the idolatrous practices of Egypt.  
These sons become the models after whom all Jewish parents 

bless their sons.  This is extremely applicable to those of us 
who live in non-Jewish foreign countries with a non-Jewish 
environment. To bless our sons to be like Ephraim and 
Menashe is to bless them with the fortitude and dedication 
necessary to be raised as Jews in a foreign culture.  (RED)  

 

3. When Yaakov sends his sons to Egypt to procure food and 
provisions he admonishes them not to make themselves 
conspicuous (42:1).  This was extremely good advice, not just 
for the brothers on their trip to Egypt but for the Jewish people 
in general when we live in a non-Jewish environment.  
Throughout Jewish history, non-Jews have always harbored 
ill-will against Jewish people, especially being jealous and 
envious of Jewish success.  The Jew has been able to succeed 
financially, and this has become a particular sore point in the 
way non-Jews look at us.  Many Jewish leaders would come 
to admonish their fellow Jews not to flaunt their wealth in 
public. Even when we are honest and law-abiding citizens, our 
success seems to always invite envy and hatred.  Many times 
the Jewish people were told by their rabbinic and lay 
leadership not to display wealth in public.  This is not to suggest 
that Jewish people need to hide and not act in a normal 
fashion. Rather this is good advice when we need to take note 
of non-Jewish neighbors and how they look upon us.  We 
always want to be honest and law-abiding although we also 
want to court fond relations with our non-Jewish neighbors.  
(RED) 
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 The Maccabee story was actually the fourth Chanukah or 
dedication of the Temple.  The haftorah describes the third 
Chanukah, that of Zerubavel.  (Hirsch).  The image of the 
Temple Menorah is the vehicle for the prophetic message that 
"Not by the might of arms, not by physical strength, but by My 
Spirit, said Hashem of the hosts of creation."  The type of 
power that will bring about the salvation of Israel is with an 
inner strength which will be divinely inspired.  No intermediary 
will be necessary to bring about such a salvation.  The ultimate 
redemption will come about not through our exercising a 
natural physical strength.  God might send angels and deliver 
us through supernatural miracles.  In order to recognize and 
appreciate these miracles and our deliverance, we will have to 
be true believers, Jews who are able to believe in miracles.  
(Malbim).  To choose this haftorah for Chanukah was to tell the 
Jewish people not to look upon the victory over the Greek-
Syrians as a military victory that resulted from our strength and 
perseverance in the war; in order not be seen as a miracle and 
an act of divine deliverance, we had to see God's direction in 
the war and see it through the image of the Temple Menorah. 
 
 

Sponsored by Chava & David Berkower to commemorate the 
Shloshim of her beloved mother  

Sarah Sznol – Sara bat Yerucham Fischel 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT MIKETZ 5778 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 
 From the Text 

1. What were Pharaoh’s two dreams?  (41:1-7) 
2. If the interpretation of Pharaoh’s two dreams were the same, why did he have two dreams?  

(41:32) 
3. How old was Yosef when he became Viceroy?  (How long was he away from his family?)  

(41:46) 
4. Whom did Viceroy Yosef imprison when sending the brothers back to Canaan?  (42:24) 
5. What gifts did Yaakov send to the Viceroy when the brothers returned to Egypt with Bin-

yamin?  (43:11) 
 From Rashi 

6. What was the significance of the lean cows swallowing the fat cows?  (41:4) 
7. Why did Viceroy Yosef command the Egyptians to circumcise themselves?  (41:55) 
8. Why did the brothers not recognize the Viceroy as Yosef?  (42:8) 
9. Who was the interpreter for the Viceroy and the brothers?  (42:23) 
10. What did Yaakov do to ensure the security of his sons when they went to Egypt the sec-

ond time?  (43:14) 
 IFrom the Rabbis 

11. On what Jewish holiday was Yosef released from prison?  (Talmud) 
12. In what merit did Yosef deserve to become Viceroy?  (Midrash) 
13. Why did the Egyptians refuse to eat together with the Jews?  (Onkelos 43:32) 

 Haftorah. Zechariah. 
14. When Zechariah prophesied during the Second Temple, who was the leader of the Jewish 

people? And who was the High Priest. 
 Relationships 

a) Moshe – Nadav 
b) Moshe – Merari 
c) Kehat – Machli 
d) Yaakov – Elifaz 
e) Esav – Lavan 
 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT MIKETZ 5778 

 
1. First Dream:  Seven lean cows ate seven fat cows.   
 Second Dream: Seven thin ears of grain swallowed seven sprouting ears of grain. 
2. The dreams were repeated in order to say that the years of plenty and famine will come quickly. 
3. Yosef was 30 when he became Viceroy.  (He left his family when he was 17 …) 
4. Shimon. 
5. Balsam, honey, wax, lotus, pistachios, and almonds. 
6. This symbolized that all the joy of the years of plenty would be forgotten during the famine. 
7. To save the brothers from ridicule. 
8. Yosef now had a full beard, which he did not have at age 17. 
9. Yosef’s son, Menasheh. 
10. Yaakov prayed. 
11. Rosh HaShanah. 
12. He did not sin with Potiphar’s wife. 
13. The Jews ate meat, animals that the Egyptians worshipped. 
14. Zerubavel was the leader; Yehoshua was the High Priest. 

 
 Relationships: 

a) Uncle Moshe 
b) Uncle Merari 
c) Uncle Kehat 
d) Uncle Yaakov 
e) Uncle Lavan 


