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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 2 Av 5778.   
  

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 702 Hz) (p. 955 S) (p. 627 Hi) (p. 900 AS) 

MATTOT-MASS’EI    -  

Numbers 30:2 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. Usually the Torah first states that Moshe was 
commanded about the particular mitzvah and then it states 
that he instructed the Klal Yisrael likewise.  It therefore 
seems rather strange that this section dealing with vows 
was immediately told to the B'nei Yisrael by Moshe, without 
the Torah first telling us that Moshe himself was so 
commanded.  We only know this from the verses itself 
where Moshe says "this is the thing which Hashem has 
commanded." 
 
 However, herein we see a profound thought.  Man 
should realize that because of his higher purpose in life was 
he given the power of speech and he must therefore use it 
properly without profaning it.  Even if there was no such 
command, we ourselves would be forced to control our 
speech and not to make unnecessary vows.  Similarly, we 
find that witnesses who illegally attempt to invalidate other 
witnesses (Eidem Zomimim) are punished even if they had 
no prior warning or knowledge that they are not allowed to 
do this, for they themselves must realize that they must 
curb their mouths and not testify falsely.  (Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein) 
 
2. Today's narrative records Bilaam's role in Israel's sin 
at Baal Peor (31:16).  When B'nei Yisrael commit the sin in 
chapter 25, no mention is made of Bilaam's giving advice 
to the Midianites in how to lead the Jewish people into 
idolatry and into forfeiting their divine protection.  Ramban 
and others refer to this omission in the previous narrative 
as a normal Torah literary device.  "The words of the Torah 
are poor in their place and rich elsewhere."  There is 
another lesson we can learn from the text.  Though it was 
Bilaam who instigated the daughters of Midian to strike a 
blow at the purity of Jewish family life, though he was the 
evil plotter, the moral responsibility ultimately rested on the 
Israelites themselves.  They were the guilty ones, 
regardless of Bilaam's action in this sin.  Every individual is 
responsible for his own acts.  Provocation does not free the 
victim of responsibility.  (Prof. Nechamah Leibowitz) 
 
3. The request made by the tribes of Reuven and Gad to 
settle the conquered lands east of the Jordan River is 
simply seen as being economically motivated.  "They 
possessed much cattle ..." Several commentators attach a 
more lofty motivation to this request.  HaRav Meir Schapiro 
of Lublin writes that these tribes had a strong attachment to 

Moshe.  Since Moshe was not to be allowed to enter Israel, 
these tribes wanted to remain with him east of the Jordan.  
The Chidushei HaRim also connects the request to the love 
they had for Moshe.  These tribes wanted to settle this land, 
proclaiming it part of Eretz Yisrael.  Sanctifying it in this 
fashion would enable Moshe to fulfill his strongest desire:  
to live and die in Biblical Israel. 
 
4. Two and a half tribes were given permission to settle 
east of the Jordan River.  The half tribe was Menasheh, 
dividing the tribe into two sections.  What other tribe was 
later also divided into two sections?  It was by their own 
desire. 
 
5. The cities of refuge were to be established on both 
sides of the Jordan, three on the east and three on the 
west.  Although geographically situated fairly spread out, 
there is a great disparity in the population spread.  The 
three cities of refuge east of the Jordan River serve only 
two and a half tribes, while these three west of the Jordan 
serve nine and a half tribes. The Talmud states that this 
was necessary because murderers were plentiful in Gilaad, 
east of the Jordan (Makot 10).  The Maharsha is puzzled 
by the Talmud's response.  The cities of refuge offered 
sanctuary and a home in exile only for the accidental killer.  
A premeditated murderer is someone who would never be 
allowed to reside in a city of refuge!  He answers that all 
killers ran to a city of refuge in order to avoid the sword of 
the avenger, in which case the avenger might otherwise be 
permitted to execute the killer without the benefit of legal 
process and defense.  So the city of refuge offered 
sanctuary to the murderer as well.  The court would then 
try the killer to ascertain whether he was an accidental killer 
or a murderer. 
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JEREMIAH    2:4

 
 "They went after futility and themselves became 
futile," that is the shortest, most pertinent, most momentous 
and most touching epitaph on so many generations, Jewish 
and non-Jewish, of old and modern times.  The aims, the 
purposes to which the older generations "your fathers," 
defecting from God, strove for – the favor of other nations, 
the cults of idols, the worship of wealth and pleasure in 
which they wallowed – are in themselves futile.  All external 
possessions and wealth and working to obtain them have 
worth and full justification if they are striven for, and used, 
as means for a pure human life devoted to duty.  But striven 
for as an end in themselves they are futile, and giving 
oneself up in the endeavor to obtain them robs life of all 
true permanent worth.  (Hirsch) 
 
  



 
 
 
 

"

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHIYOT MATTOT-MASS’EI 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
               From the Text 

1. Who are the men who could possibly annul the vow taken by an eleven year old girl? 

2. Whom else did Bnei Yisrael kill in the war with Midian? (31:8) 

3. Why was Moshe angry at the soldiers when they returned from the war? (31:14-17) 

4. What did the tribes of Reuven and Gad request of Moshe and Elazar? (32:1-5) 

5. What is the eastern border of Eretz Yisrael? (34:3) 
              From Rashi 

6. A young lady took a vow not to drink, and her husband annulled the vow. But she did not know what her husband did, 
and drank wine. Is she guilty of breaking her vow? (30:6) 

7. Why was Pinchas drafted to be a leader in the war against Midian? (31:6) 

8. In what way did Moshe correct Reuven and Gad in their plan to settle the lands east of the Jordan River? (32:16) 

9. Why does the Torah list all the encampments in the 40 year journey in the desert? (33:1) 

10. What did the Leviyim use the 2,000 cubit area for, surrounding each Levitical city? (35:4) 
From the Rabbis 

11. How did Reuven and Gad end up with more cattle and sheep than the other tribes? (Or HaChaim) 

12. Is there a Mitzvah to live in Eretz Yisrael? (33:53) 

13. Why was it important for Bnei Yisrael to get rid of all the Canaanites from the Promised Land? (Rashbam) 
               From the Haftorah : Jeremiah 

14. What did Bnei Yisrael do to get Jeremiah and Hashem so angry at them? 
Relationships 

a)Shem - Asher 
b)Shem - Eiver 
c)Cham - Mitzrayim 
d)Cham - Plishtim 
e)Yefet - Yavan 

 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHIYOT MATTOT-MASS’EI 5778 

 
1. Her husband or her father. 
2. Bilaam.  
3. Because they did not kill the Midianite women, who were involved in the sin of Pe’or. 
4. They wished to possess and settle the conquered lands east of the Jordan River. 
5. The eastern edge of the Dead Sea (the Dead Sea is part of Eretz Yisrael). 
6. She is guilty. 
7. One of the answers Rashi gives is that Pinchas started the war when he killed Cozbi, a Midianite princess, involved in the 
sin of Pe’or. 
8. When Reuven and Gad made their request, they said they would build barns and secured areas for their cattle, placing the 
cattle before the people. Moshe reproved them and had them build cities for their families before securing areas for their cattle. 
9. To relate to us Hashem’s kindness. Hashem did not have them travel all the time. 
10.The inner 1,000 cubits were for beauty and animals. The outer 1,000 cubits were used for agriculture. 
11.The Or HaChaim suggests that Reuven and Gad  were militarily adept in capturing enemy cattle in the wars. 
12.According to the Rambam, there is not. According to the Ramban, there is, based on the verse “you shall settle in it...” Ac-
cording to Rav Moshe Feinstein it is an optional Mitzvah. 
13.If they fail to do so, Bnei Yisrael will suffer the fate that Hashem intended for the Canaanites: exile. (The Canaanite pres-
ence was incompatible with the holiness of the Land and with Israel’s mission on earth.) 
14.They forsook the Torah and embraced other gods. 
 
Relationships:  
a)  Father Shem 
b)  Great Great Grandfather Shem 
c)  Father Cham 
d)  Great Great Grandfather Cham 
e)  Father Yefet 

 


