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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 3 Tammuz 5778.  
According to the Vilna Gaon tonight is the first night one 
is allowed to say Kiddush Levanah. 
 

 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 639 Hz) (p. 879 S) (p. 573 Hi) (p. 820 AS) 

KORACH       Numbers 16:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) Rabbi Emeritus, 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. What was Korach after? According to Rashi (quoting 
Tanchuma), Korach was after the princeship of the Kehat 
family! This seems to be a small item over which to stage a 
rebellion. Korach’s claim is logical. Kehat had four sons. The 
oldest was Amram, whose two sons, Moshe and Aharon 
took the two biggest positions in the leadership of Klal 
Yisrael. Aharon was granted the priesthood; and Moshe was 
made the virtual king of Israel. The next son of Kehat was 
Yitzhar who was Korach’s father. Korach thought himself to 
be worthy of the next appointment. Instead Moshe selected 
Elitzafan, the son of the youngest of Kehat’s sons. Korach 
was willing to accept the will of Hashem in the selection of 
Moshe and Aharon, but he was challenging Hashem’s 
authority in the selection of Elitzafan. He was not rebelling 
against Moshe; he was challenging Hashem! So, why did 
Hashem tell Moshe to select Elitzafan over Korach? Some 
commentators explain this with the Talmudic statement: 
Anyone who pursues leadership, leadership flees from him. 
Korach’s eyes were too big for himself! (RED) 
 

2. Korach was the leader of the rebellion, but the tribe that 
followed Korach was Reuven, and it wasn’t just because 
they were neighbors in the encampment. Reuven was the 
true firstborn of Yaakov and as such was entitled to some 
aspect of the birthright. The firstborn was entitled to a double 
portion of the father’s estate, but this was taken away from 
Reuven and given to Yosef. Yosef’s two sons, Ephraim and 
Menasheh were given an equal share, equal to each tribe. 
Reuven could claim a greater role in the spiritual leadership 
of the nation, but that was given to Levi. So Reuven was 
denied on two levels. But this was old news. This was the 
decision of the patriarch Yaakov, so why is the tribe of 
Reuven all of a sudden complaining? They could have had 
these objections years ago, but didn’t. Korach must have 
stirred the pot and given the tribe of Reuven much to rally 
around. As Rashi put it well: Woe to the evil one, woe unto 
his neighbors. (RED) 
 

3. The Ramban claims that Moshe offered two proposals 
to Korach to decide the matter. The first time Moshe 
proposed that Korach and his followers bring an incense 
offering and Hashem will decide whose is accepted. Korach 
refuses based on what occurred to Nadav and Avihu when 
they brought an incense offering at the wrong time and 
place. Moshe’s second  proposal is accepted by Korach: 
namely that Korach  and the 250 followers and Aharon bring 
an incense offering. This time with the addition of Aharon 
would be a fair test. The incense offering becomes a 
suspected instrument of death, so much so that Hashem will 
later use the incense to stop a plague, lest the people get 
the wrong idea about the incense offering. It is not the 
incense that brings death; it does not kill; sins kill! 
 

4. “Moshe sent word to DATAN and AVIRAM... ‘We will 
not come,’” (16:12) Actually that response was “Lo Na’aleh”; 

we will not GO UP! Really there was no place to go up to; 
they were all located in the same place in the desert. In truth 
“going up” is a reference to going up to the Promised Land. 
Datan and Aviram were accepting the reality of their lives- 
they are destined to perish in the desert. They have no hope 
of reaching Eretz Yisrael. They have accepted the divine 
decree issue in the aftermath of the ill-fated spy mission. So 
why should they come and join Korach’s rebellion? Maybe 
Moshe summoned them to accept a higher position in the 
leadership of the nation, and it would be a position in vain. 
For how long would it last before it was their turn to die in the 
desert! Reality hit them hard. In the beginning they were 
willing to join the rebellion. But at this time in the discussion 
they realized that they are not going to Eretz Yisrael. They 
are destined to perish in the desert. 
 

5. After the rebellion, the entire nation descended upon 
Moshe and Aharon and accused them of killing the nation of 
God. (17:6-8) Moshe and Aharon were frightened and came 
to the Mishkan, and the Cloud of God rested upon the Tent. 
This is not the first time that the people were angry with 
Moshe. Each time the Cloud of Glory saved them. More than 
once was Moshe afraid that the people would stone him. The 
Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 16:13) stated that Moshe and 
Aharon would enter the place of the Cloud, and the Cloud 
would protect them. The people would throw stones, and the 
Cloud would absorb the stones. At one point back in Parshat 
Beshalach (Exodus 17:1-4), the people were thirsty, and 
Moshe cried to Hashem and said: “What will I do with this 
nation, soon they will stone me.” 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 649 Hz) (p. 893 S) (p. 895 Hi) (p. 1186 AS) 

SAMUEL I     ' 11:14 

 All the people now came to rededicate the monarchy, 
causing much happiness for Shaul and the nation.  Actually 
everyone had already accepted Shaul, except the scoffers, 
whose entire purpose in requesting a king was as a means 
to throw off the yoke of the Torah.  And now, after the great 
military victory, Shaul's popularity soared, as everyone 
realized that Hashem was with him, and that the victory had 
come through him (see Metzudat David v. 15).  Why did the 
rededication of the monarchy result in such increased 
celebration when clearly the support of the people had 
already been established?  The answer is that since they 
rededicated the monarchy with agreement and good will, the 
Shechina itself came down, for the Shechina rests in a place 
where the congregation gathers as one people.  This was 
the most rewarding aspect of the event, and it was this 
spiritual achievement which contributed to the people's 
exhilaration.  We see that we must never join any group 
whose intentions are negative.  People, even those whose 
religious convictions are not at a high level, must not be 
pushed away, but rather must be drawn closer, to work 
together for the common Jewish good, not only for their 
benefit, but because we need the help of Hashem for 
success in any endeavor, even a Dvar Mitzvah.  And we can 
guarantee that the Shechina will be with us only by having 
Jews join together in pursuing the Mitzvah.  This will also 
cause a positive chain of events, for one Mitzvah leads to 
another.  All of us must participate together, including our 
own brothers and sisters who are temporarily distanced from 
Torah-true Judaism. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT KORACH 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 
  From the Text 

1. Which tribe followed Korach in this rebellion? (16:1) 

2. What was the test to determine who was blessed by Hashem with the Priesthood? (16:6) 

3. What happened to Korach and his followers? (16:32) 

4. What happened to the fire pans of the rebels? (17:3) 

5. How many of Bnei Yisrael died in the plague that followed when the people further complained 
about the death of the rebels? (17:13) 
From Rashi 

6. Moshe didn’t pray for the rebels. This is the fourth case of Bnei Yisrael sinning. Moshe prayed in 
the three previous cases. What were the three previous cases? (16:4) 

7. Why did Moshe delay the test of leadership until the next morning? (16:5) 

8. In the ensuing plague, Hashem tells Moshe to take the burning incense among the people to stop 
the plague. Why use incense to stop the plague? (17:13) 

9. Why did Hashem use almonds to demonstrate the choice of Aharon as Kohen Gadol? (17:23) 

10. How does salt reveal that the covenant of Aharon and his sons is eternal? (18:19) 
From the Rabbis 

11. Why was the rebellion right after the incident of the spies? (Ramban) 

12. What was so wondrous with the earth swallowing the rebels; earthquakes happen naturally? (Ram-
ban) 

13. Why is the tithe given to the Leviyim not considered holy?  (Or HaChaim on 18:31) 
From the Haftorah : Samuel 

14. Who was the descendant of Korach who understood leadership? 
Relationships 

a) Korach – Moshe 
b) Korach – Levi 
c) Aharon – Levi 
d) Kehat – Amram 
e) Itamar - Eliezer 

 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT KORACH 5778 

 
1. Reuven, since they were stripped of any privileges of being the firstborn. 
2. Each man will come forward (all 250 men plus Korach and Aharon) with an incense pan and place fire in 
the pan, and Hashem will choose. 
3. The earth opened up and swallowed them alive. 
4. The fire pans were taken and hammered out to sheets as a covering for the Outside Altar. 
5. 14,700. 
6. The case of the Golden Calf (Exodus 32:11), the Complainers (HaMit’onenim) (Numbers 11:2), and the 
Spies (14:1). 
7. Moshe put off the rebels a day, feeling that they might recant and end the rebellion. 
8. The people were deriding the incense that it was deadly poison because Nadav and Avihu died due to the 
incense, and it caused the 250 rebels to be burned. He wanted to show that it was not the incense that 
killed; sin kills. 
9. The almond blossoms quicker than any other fruit. 
10. Salt is healthy and indestructible. The covenant with the Kohanim is eternal. 
11. The punishment to the people for the spy mission was that the generation that departed Egypt would die 
in the desert. Moshe’s popularity was at an all-time low. The time was right for a rebellion. 
12. The earth swallowed them and immediately closed up, leaving not a trace of their existence. Further-
more, only the rebels were killed. 
13. The tithe given to the Leviyim is considered like wages for the services required of them and there is 
nothing innately Holy about wages. 
14. Samuel 
 
Relationships: 
a) First Cousins 
b) Grandfather Levi 
c) Grandfather Levi 
d) Father Kehat 
e) First Cousins  

 

 


