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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 9 Av 5778, the third of 
the Three Weeks called Shabbat Chazon after the 
opening word of the Haftorah.  Seudah Shlishit is 
observed at home. The fast of Tisha B’Av begins at 
sunset this evening (8:13 p.m.) There is no Seudah 
Mafseket. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 736 Hz) (p. 989 S) (p. 653 Hi) (p. 938 AS) 

DEVARIM    Deuteronomy 1:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. Moshe begins his final address to the people, realizing 
that he speaks now to the new generation.  Those adults who 
left Egypt have been buried in the wilderness.  Their children 
have grown up in the desert as free men and women and 
have learned to rely on Hashem and no other force of 
protection.  Moshe reproves them because he knows the 
people well.  He mentions places in the desert, reminding the 
people of the acts of rebellion that were committed there.  
Moshe does not enumerate what happened there, but by 
referring to the places, he provokes the people to remember. 
Moshe did not enumerate the sins committed out of respect 
to Israel (Rashi).  In reality, how could Moshe reprimand 
these people for something their parents did?  These 
listeners had not sinned against Moshe, nor against God.  
Yet, Moshe understands human nature.  Learn from the sins 
of others, he is telling them.  No matter how religious or 
observant one is, he could develop certain overconfidence 
and possibly fall into the same sin that he sees others commit.  
This is especially applicable to our time when certain 
Orthodox groups, who although sincere, stray from proper 
observance even without realizing it (Reb Moshe Feinstein). 
 

2. Moshe addresses the people in reference to a proper 
judicial system in the second aliyah.  "Listen to the great and 
small alike, and do not be impressed by any man since 
judgement belongs to God.  If any case is so difficult, bring it 
to me, and I will hear it" (1:17).  Rashi mentions that Moshe 
expresses an overconfident attitude here, thinking that he 
was able to solve any problems. Because of this attitude, 
Moshe did not know the answer to the question posed by the 
daughters of Tzelafchad.  Others do not accept Rashi's view.  
The Sfat Emet capitalizes one letter and changes the entire 
meaning.  Sfat Emet writes in the name of the Ramban that 
Moshe was speaking in the name of God – "If any case is so 
difficult, bring it to Me..."  If a person is in doubt of the correct 
decision to make, he should strip all personal and subjective 
considerations and review the problem in a clear, objective 
light, and then the will of God will be seen on the problem.  
Bringing the problem to God, to its true source, will reveal 
God's intention, and then the truth will be evident. 
 

3. The Torah describes the type of enemy that B'nei Yisrael 
faced (and will face).  "The Amorites who dwelled in the hill 
country came out against you and chased you, as bees do, 
and beat you down in Seir, even into Chormah"  (1:44).  Rashi 
comments on the allusion to bees:  Just as a bee, when it 
stings a person immediately dies, when they touched them 
they, too, immediately died. The Brisker Rav described such 
a hatred:  When one person hits another, and the second 
person refuses to hit back, the hatred that the hitter has for 
his victim is not so evident.  His evil actions might be 

attributed to his cruel character trait and not really due to the 
hatred he feels for his victim.  But the evil one knows that for 
every hit, he will be hit twice.  If he knows that he will even 
die for his action and is still possessed to hit and lash cruelly 
against his intended victim, then he displays an extreme 
hatred that he possesses for his victim, his enemy.  These 
Amorites knew that fighting Israel would spell their own doom; 
yet their hatred for the Jewish people was so intense that they 
lashed out against us anyway. 
 

4. One of the principles of halachah is that the Sages may 
not come and prohibit what is clearly permitted in the Torah.  
The Torah says, "When a man has two wives..."; hence from 
the Torah a man is allowed to have more than one wife.  The 
rabbis are not permitted to prohibit such an action, and they 
don't.  If a man marries a second wife while he is still wed to 
his first, both marriages are legal.  In order to dissuade man 
from such actions, the rabbis agreed to excommunicate any 
man who takes more than one wife. This sanction was 
accepted by Ashkenazic Jewry for almost 1,000 years.   
 

 (2:28) Moshe records this offer made to Sichon, King of 
Cheshbon:  "We will buy the food we eat for cash."  
Considering that the ingredients are kosher, Jewish people 
are seemingly allowed to eat food cooked by a non-Jew.  Yet 
the Talmud (Avodah Zarah 37b) brings this verse to help 
support the Rabbinical decision not to permit food cooked by 
a Gentile.  The reason for this prohibition, says Tosafot, is to 
reduce the chances of intermarriage and social contact 
between Jews and non-Jews.  Look at the verse.  Can you 
guess how the rabbis deduce that Jews are not permitted to 
eat food cooked by a Gentile?  (Hint:  The key word is 
"water".) 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 750 Hz) (p. 1004 S) (p. 908 Hi) (p. 1195 AS) 

ISAIAH     1:1

 The majority of this haftorah portion is read in the tune of 
Eichah (Lamentations), depicting its close connection to 
Tisha B'Av and the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem.  
The prophet clearly depicts the nature of Israel's mission and 
its failure to fulfill the goals set for it.  Israel sinks to these 
depths and deserved to be destroyed.  This destruction will 
save Israel for an ultimate "return to Zion."  Using this text, 
one sees the true reason for a Tisha B'Av.  The Jew does not 
mourn the Temple which was destroyed thousands of years 
ago.  The Jew mourns that the Temple had to be destroyed 
– we mourn the reason for its destruction.  Our minds are now 
set to the present time.  Have these causes disappeared?  Or 
do those reasons that existed then still exist today?  Is there 
observance to the Torah?  Even among the Torah observant 
Jewish community, strong questions have to be addressed.  
When an observant Jew today observes Shabbat and 
kashrut, prays daily, and gives charity, are these means for a 
Divine Service?  Does he perform in order to come closer to 
Hashem?  Or perhaps the means has become an end to 
itself.  And the observant Jew today is no closer to God than 
the non-observant Jew!  (Hirsch) 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT DEVARIM 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

  From the Text 
1. Whose idea was it originally to appoint judges to assist Moshe in judging the people? (Exodus 18:13-26)  
2. Whose idea was it to send spies into Canaan? (1:22) 
3. For how long did Bnei Yisrael travel in the desert and have that generation naturally die out? (2:14) 
4. How large was Og’s bed? (3:11) 
5. What did Moshe tell Bnei Yisrael about fighting the kings of Canaan? (3:22) 

From Rashi 
6. What was the function of the police? (1:15) 
7. What was the people’s proof that Hashem hated Bnei Yisrael? (1:27) 
8. Hashem gave Avraham ten Canaanite nations. He gave seven to Bnei Yisrael. What did He do with the other 

three? Why? (2:5) 
9. What did Bnei Yisrael take from the victory over Og ? How was that different from the victory over Sichon? 

(2:34) 
10. Og was the only survivor. From what did he survive? (3:11) 

From the Rabbis 
11. What name did the Rabbis apply to Devarim (Deuteronomy) and why? 
12. Who were Edom and Seir? (Rashbam) 
13. What was the Arabah Sea? (3:17) 

From the Haftorah : Isaiah 
14. What individual word is mentioned by Isaiah which is symbolic of Tisha B’Av? (1:21 in Isaiah) 

 Relationships 
a) Moshe - Eliezer 
b) Moshe - Elazar 
c) Reuven – Zerach 
d) Miriam – Uri 
e) Elisheva - Tzipporah 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT DEVARIM 5778 
1. Yitro. 
2. The people suggested it. 
3. 38 years.  
4. Nine cubits long and four cubits wide. 
5. “Not to fear them. Hashem will wage war for you.”  
6. The police were to enforce the decisions of the courts. (Ramban: The police would further patrol the streets and mar-

kets and bring wrongdoers to the courts.) 
7. If Hashem loved us, He would have given Bnei Yisrael Egypt and driven the Egyptians into the desert.  
8. He gave the three nations Keini, K’nizi, and Kadmoni to Ammon, Moav, and Seir (Esav). Two nations to to the sons 

of Lot because he was quiet when Avraham referred to Sarah as his sister. 
9. In the war over Sichon, Bnei Yisrael took cattle and sheep and clothing. They were so satisfied that they took only 

the gold and silver from the victory over Og.  
10. During the war of the five kings versus the four kings, Og was the only refugee of that war, and is referred to as the 

Pallit, the Refugee (Bereishit 14:13). 
11. The Rabbis referred to Devarim as Mishnah Torah (either the Review or the Repetition of the Torah or the Explana-

tion of the Torah). 
12. Edom and Seir were two different branches of Esav’s descendants. Edom was belligerent. Seir agreed to sell Bnei 

Yisrael food and water. 
13. Another name for the Dead Sea. 
14. Eichah  

Relationships: 
a) Father Moshe 
b) Uncle Moshe 
c) Uncle Reuven 
d) Grandmother Miriam 
e) Sisters-in-Law 

 
 
 
 
 


