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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 5 Sivan 5778, the 49th 
and last day of the Omer, Erev Shavuot. Regular 
Shabbat davening; our custom is to say Av 
HaRachamim. We are required to have Seudah 
Shlishit, but we should do it earlier in the afternoon so 
we will have an appetite for Yom Tov tonight. The all-
night Shavuot learning will begin tonight at 11:30 p.m.  
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 568 Hz) (p. 793 S) (p. 513 Hi) (p. 726 AS) 

BAMIDBAR   

(Numbers 1:1) 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus, 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The tribe of Levi was counted from the age of one 
month old and the Torah would then say that the Leviyim 
were in charge of guarding the Mishkan and its contents. It 
cannot be that there is an assumption here that a month old 
baby could be pressed into any form of service. The only 
conclusion is that this is a spiritual count stating that the 
potential real army of the Leviyim was being counted. In 
reality, numbers count. The Jewish people, now more than 
ever, see the end to reproduce effectively. There is a 
necessity to have more children, and this would be a sincere 
sign of true optimism. We are currently living more than 70 
years after the Holocaust and we have not been able to 
reach the figures of the world Jewish population of 1939, 
which was 18 million. In a more regional understanding of 
the truth of this statement, of the need for more bodies, when 
it comes time to dividing the Land of Israel and to make room 
for Arab settlements, every baby will count regardless of its 
function. Its function is to count thereby creating a 
demographic balance that can serve the Jewish people in its 
negotiations. Another dimension is the power that a baby’s 
presence has. Many times when visiting a nursing home, no 
matter what an adult can do to the morale and spirit of the 
residents, they cannot perform the miracle that the presence 
of a baby can. The residents all light up in the presence of a 
little baby. A baby can do much more than you and I can do! 
(RED) 
 
2. When the Torah states that Nadav and Avihu died it 
mentions that they did not have any children. The Midrash 
states that this was their sin. The Midrash is assuming that 
they did not have children on purpose. Then I can 
understand it being a sin. But it is not possible to place a sin 
upon a married couple who are not blessed with children. It 
is possible to note that this is more of a sin for Nadav and 
Avihu than other Jewish people who chose not to observe 
the first mitzvah to be fruitful and multiply. If they did have 
children and then sinned the punishment would have been 
shared by their descendants and their family. Not having 
children placed the punishment solely upon their shoulders 
and nobody else’s. Having children is a major brachah of life. 
It is also a major responsibility. It is not just a physical act of 
reproduction; it is an investment for the future of your family 
and of the Jewish nation. (RED) 

3. Why was the tribe of Levi so small? The Ramban states 
that since the tribe of Levi was not subjected to the 
oppressive servitude, they did not receive the special 
blessing of having large families and reproducing at a 
greater rate. That was a reserved brachah for those who 
suffered. The tribe of Levi did not suffer. The Kli Yakar wrote 
that many Levitical fathers acted as Amram did and 
separated from their wives to avoid Pharaoh’s harsh decree 
and see their sons be put to death. As such, the Kli Yakar 
states, they separated for a long period of time causing the 
tribe of Levi to have small numbers in their families. A 
different and quite unique approach to this question is 
recorded in the name of the Brisker Rav, Rav Soloveitchik’s 
grandfather, who stated that the small number in the tribe of 
Levi was by divine design as a blessing to the Jewish people. 
The nation was basically supporting the tribe of Levi who 
were totally dedicated to the religious leadership of the 
nation. As such they did not have large tribal lands from 
which to produce in an agricultural based society. Their 
decreased numbers lessened the burden on Bnei Yisrael to 
financially support them. 
  

HAFTORAH  
(p. 587 Hz) (p. 810 S) (p. 858 Hi) (p. 1180 AS) 

HOSHEA     

(Hoshea 2:1-22) 
 

 The haftorah makes mention of a census of the numbers 
of the Children of Israel being compared to the sands of the 
sea. Elsewhere we are looked upon and blessed, and our 
numbers would be compared to the stars in heaven. I grant 
you that in our simple understanding there is a lot more sand 
in the sea than there are stars in the heaven. Nevertheless 
it is a double type of brachah. Where one is quantity, the 
other is a brachah of quality. The stars are lofty and celestial 
and consequently looked upon by man as being majestic. 
The Jewish people, when they are blessed greatly by the 
Almighty, could be raised aloft and looked upon with honor 
and glory, and as majestic as the stars in heaven. Otherwise 
we can have quantity and no quality and be trod upon like 
sands in the sea. It is good to experience both blessings as 
a nation. We should have numerical quantity, but also be 
blessed with spiritual and physical majestic quality. For too 
long we have experienced neither blessing. We cannot say 
that we are anything but a small, tiny people in contrast to 
the other inhabitants of the earth. Yet our impact and 
influence is great even though we might not receive 
tremendous glory and honor for it. In one of John Adams’ 
letters in the early 19th century he wrote in retirement of how 
the people of the western world owe a great debt to the 
Jewish nation for monotheism and intellectual pursuits that 
have influenced so many beyond our small numbers. This is 
from a former president living in Massachusetts in an area 
where there were virtually no Jews at the time. Yet he had 
respect and honor for the Jewish people for their contribution 
to the world. (RED) 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT BAMIDBAR 5778 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

From the Text 

1. What is different in this census from the previous ones?  

2. Which tribe was the largest? And which was the smallest in the census of tribes in the army? (1:27 and 1:35) 

3. Which four tribes led the banner on the four different directions emanating from the Mishkan? Which tribe was in 
which direction? (Chapter 2) 

4. In the Levitical camp, which side of the Mishkan was the Levitical family of Kehat? And what was their job? (3:29, 31) 

5. How much money was involved in the Redemption of the Firstborn? (3:47) 
From Rashi 

6. Why did Hashem take a census so frequently? (1:1) 

7. Why was the tribe of Levi counted separately? (1:49) 

8. In the beginning of Chapter 3, the Torah states, “these are the offspring of Aharon and Moshe…;” yet only mentions 
the sons of Aharon! Explain.  

9. How did Moshe determine which Firstborn of the Leviim had to be redeemed and which were not? (3:50) 

10. Why was the second census of the tribe of Levi from the age of 30 years? (4:1) 
 From the Rabbis 

11. Why was the age of 20 considered the minimum age to serve in the army? (Ramban) 

12. Why was the census to be taken with the participation of each tribal leader? (Seforno, Malbim) 

13. Who was in charge of the transport of the olive oil and incense and, according to some rabbis, to actually carry these 
items? (Ramban) 

From the Haftorah 

14. To what did Hashem compare the numbers of Bnei Yisrael?  
 Relationships 

a) Gershon – Livni 
b) Amram – Chevron 
c) Amram – Elitzafan 
d) Yocheved – Uziel 
e) Moshe – Kehat (2 answers) 
 

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT BAMIDBAR 5778 
 

1. The previous census was for a total count of the nation. This one was also for a count of each tribe. 
2. Yehudah was the largest (74,600); Menashe was the smallest (32,200). 
3. Yehudah on the east; Reuven on the south; Ephraim on the west; Dan on the north. 
4. Kehat dwelled on the south of the Mishkan and their job was carrying the holy items like the Shulchan, Menorah, etc. 
5. Five shekalim. 
6. Because of Hashem’s love for Bnei Yisrael He counted them frequently.  
7. 1) The tribe of Levi was the Legion of God to serve in the Mishkan and Holy Temple. 2) They proved themselves loyal and did 

not worship the Golden Calf. Hence they were not included in the decree to die in the desert. 
8. Moshe was the rebbe for his nephews and is also considered their father. 
9. By lots. 
10. The physical labor of transporting the Mishkan was involved; therefore the age of 30 was necessary since that is the age of 

reaching your physical strength. 
11. Since people achieve their physical maturity by the age of 20, that was the beginning of the regular census for the army. 
12. Seforno: each tribal leader knew the lineage of each of his tribe’s members. Malbim: this census was to prepare them for wars 

to conquer the Land, and the division of the Land was on a tribal basis. 
13. Elazar the son of Aharon. 
14. To the sand of the sea. 
 

 Relationships: 
a) Father Gershon 
b) Brothers 
c) Uncle Amram 
d) Aunt Yocheved 
e) Grandfather Kehat, and uncle Kehat   

 

 
 

 
 


