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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 27 Av 5777.  We 
bensch Rosh Chodesh Elul which will be this Tuesday 
and Wednesday; the re-appearance of the moon will 
be Tuesday morning at 10:44 a.m. and 13 chalakim 
(about 43 seconds), Jerusalem time.  We omit Av 
HaRachamim. 
  

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 799 Hz) (p. 1055 S) (p. 706 Hi) (p. 998 AS)    

RE'EH     

Deuteronomy 11:26 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus, 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The sidrah begins with the word  (see) addressing 

us in the singular;  yet the continuation of this line changes 
to the plural –"I am placing before 

you (all) ..."  The Kotzker Rebbe (1787-1859) explains this 
grammatical change in accordance with what the Zohar says 
about Yitro (Jethro, Moshe's father-in-law).  The Torah 
states that Yitro heard about all the things that God had done 
on behalf of the Israelites.  Actually, says the Zohar, 
everybody heard about what happened in Egypt, at the Red 
Sea, and the victory over Amalek, but Yitro was the only one 
who did anything physically in response to what he had 
heard.  Here too, everyone was included in having the 
blessing and curse placed before them; but in terms of 
"seeing" or perceiving the importance of what is being placed 
before them, each individual responds differently, in 
accordance with his own intellectual ability and sensitivity. 
 
2. The Torah repeats the prohibition against eating blood 
(12:23) and in regard to this prohibition frequently 
emphasizes the idea that blood is the life, and you shall not 
eat the life with the flesh.  The uniqueness of this idea that 
the blood is the life (or life-force or spiritual nature) is 
puzzling since it is overemphasized in regard to blood.  Reb 
Moshe Feinstein zt"l offered an explanation.  Usually 
whatever food or drink is forbidden to man is also forbidden 
to be sacrificed on the altar; whereas blood, although 
forbidden to man is used quite frequently on the altar.  The 
Torah explains this state of events by stating that blood is 
not forbidden because of anything inherently wrong with it 
but rather because of its nature in being considered "life" 
(nefesh), and therefore it can well come upon the altar and 
"life can atone for life." 
 
3. The Torah states, “You are children to Hashem your God 
– you shall not cut yourselves and you shall not make a bald 
spot between your eyes for a dead person.” (14:1) The 
Talmud interprets the expression “do not cut yourself” as a 
reference to a prohibition against making divisions and 
groups in the community.  This is elaborated upon in a 
halachic sense in many venues.  The question really is: how 
does this connect to the subject matter of the verse, which is 
a prohibition of reacting harshly to a person’s death in the 
community?  In actuality I can suggest that from experience 
I have seen where Chazal might have derived the very 
practical extension to the Torah’s mandate.  Very frequently 
when a person dies and the heirs come to a disagreement 

in terms of the estate, this disagreement is very strong and 
heartfelt and sometimes can lead to a total disintegration of 
the deceased’s family.  Brothers no longer speak to each 
other.  It is all about money and the prestige of the father’s 
position.  Seeing the reality in some cases might have 
influenced the Talmudic interpretation.  When a person dies 
we should not fight with each other and not allow the state 
to create a dysfunctional family.  Do not create separate and 
fighting groups.  This would be therefore not a Midrashic 
interpretation, but a very literal extension of the Biblical 
prohibition.  (RED) 
 
4. The second tithe was to be brought to Jerusalem and 
eaten there.  If the journey is too great, the Torah allowed 
you to redeem the tithe for money, and this money would be 
brought to Jerusalem and used to purchase food to be eaten 
by you there.  "Eat it there before God your Lord, so that you 

and your family (in Hebrew , literally 'and your house') 

will be able to rejoice" (14:26).  The Torah Temimah cites a 
perplexing Talmudic passage (Sukkah 27b):  Rabbi Eliezer 
would say:  I praise the lazy ones who do not go out of their 
homes on Yom Tov as it says "You and your family (read: 
and your house) will be able to rejoice."  Why refer praise to 
one we consider lazy?  A person who is not lazy also wants 
to rejoice with his family on Yom Tov!  The Torah Temimah 
explains that a person who is on the go all week and is quite 
energetic often feels imprisoned on Yom Tov when he is 
restricted to being home the whole time.  On the other hand, 
a person who is a bit lazier and does not usually venture from 
his home during the week does not feel the restrictions of 
Yom Tov as much.  His laziness during the week is not 
praiseworthy, but it is praiseworthy on Yom Tov since he 
wishes to remain home within the circle of family and friends 
to make the Yom Tov enjoyable together. 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 818 Hz) (p. 1076 S) (p. 913 Hi) (p. 1199 AS) 

ISAIAH    

 
 The prophet admonishes the people to act righteously 
(v.14).  "Keep far away from wrong, for you have nothing to 
fear."  What is the implication–that if there were something 
to fear then you would be permitted to do wrong?  Hirsch 
comments that this is exactly what occurs.  When the strong 
oppress the weak, the weak feel justified in resorting to the 
ways of cunning and trickery.  In fact, says Hirsch, Israel in 
Exile found itself almost constantly in such a position.  The 
cruel persecution, plundering and expulsions, the savage 
outbreaks of fanaticism and terrorism, "Jew-laws," those 
disgraceful codified mockeries of law and justice, did indeed 
force the persecuted and oppressed Jews to be cunning and 
deceitful in order to survive.  The resulting danger in this 
course of action makes what is forbidden appear permissible 
through dire necessity.  This presents a great danger to 
Israel, pulling us away from the righteousness that is 
supposed to be our national character. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT RE’EH 5777 
by Rabbi Edward Davis 

From the Text 
1. On which mountains in Israel were the Blessings and Curses to be delivered? (11:29) 
 [And near which Israeli city are these mountains?] 
2. The Torah lists all the kosher land animals (14:4,5).  How many kosher land animals are there? 
3. What financial law exists in the Shemittah year? (15:2) 
4. What happens to the sanctified first-born animal? (15:19,20) 
5. Which festival is the only one without a set calendar date?  
 
From Rashi 
6. When were Bnei Yisrael allowed to offer voluntary sacrifices to Hashem on a private altar? ( ) (12:8) 

7. What should you do with a Levi for whom you do not have any Ma’aser (first tithe or tithe for the poor) to give him? (12:18) 
8. Upon what condition should a person be able to eat meat when Bnei Yisrael have conquered and divided and settled Eretz 

Yisrael? (12:20) 
9. Why would God permit a false prophet to perform a miracle and accurately predict an occurrence? (13:2) 
10. How many times does the Torah tell us not to “cook a kid in its mother’s milk,” and for what purpose?  
 (14:21 and on Exodus 23:19) 
 
From the Rabbis 
11. What did Bnei Yisrael do with the Ma’aser Sheni (the second tithe) before the building of the Holy Temple?  
12. A city in Israel becomes a wayward city and worships idols.  The Beit Din sends two Torah scholars to the city, and they 

convince the people of the city to repent to Hashem.  What happens to the city now? (Rambam Hil. Avodah Zarah 4:6) 
13. Why are Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur omitted from the discussion of the Festivals at the end of the parsha? (Ramban) 
  
Haftorah : Isaiah 
14. Which parsha shares this Haftorah with Parshat Re’eh? 

 
Relationships 
a) Avigdor – Tzipporah 
b) Yehoshua – Rachav 
c) Esav – Nevayot 
d) Sarah  – Esav 
e) David – Michal  

 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT RE’EH 5777 
1.The Blessings were delivered atop Mount Gerizim; the Curses atop Mount Eval.  [Which are near She-

chem.] 
2.Ten. 
3.Cancellation of all loans between Jews on the Sabbatical year. 
4.It is given to the Kohen who eats it in Yerushalayim. 
5.Shavuot. 
6.During the 14 years it took for Bnei Yisrael to conquer and divide Eretz Yisrael under Yehoshuah’s rule.   
7.Invite the Levi to your home for a meal. 
8.The person should be wealthy enough to afford meat. 
9.God is testing you. 
10.Three times: to tell us that it is forbidden to cook, eat, or get any benefit from the mixture of milk and meat. 
11.They ate the Ma’aser Sheni in the environs of the Sanctuary at Shiloh. 
12.Nothing. 
13.Because there is no requirement to be in Yerushalayim for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
14.Parshat Noach. 
Relationships: 
a)Husband – Wife,  b)  Husband – Wife  c)  Brothers-in-law   
d)   Grandmother Sarah  e) Husband – Wife  

 


