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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 24 Iyar 5777, the 39th 
day of the Omer.  We bless the month of Sivan 
which will be this Friday. The reappearance of the 
moon will be Thursday evening at 8:32 p.m. and 8 
chalakim (about 27 seconds), Jerusalem time.  We 
do say Av HaRachamim. 
 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p. 531 Hz) (p. 764 S) (p. 448 Hi) (p. 696 AS) 

BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI    -  

Leviticus 25:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The concept of Shabbat presents an economic 
challenge to all observers of Torah.  Giving up a workday 
is difficult enough.  Imagine what it was like in Temple 
times, giving up an entire year in an agricultural society.  
Furthermore, when the Shemittah year was succeeded 
by a Jubilee/Yovel year, the economic strain is even 
greater because the land will not be able to be worked for 
two successive years.  The Torah mandate creates a 
strengthening of one’s faith in Hashem that He will 
provide for us.  The blessing required for this to take 
place is beyond human nature to be concerned over food 
supply and sustenance.  Even a God-fearing person will 
raise these questions as indicated in the opening chapter 
of this week’s Torah reading.  We have to accept the 
lesson that we are not in complete control of our 
economic stability.  No matter how good things might be 
in the community in which we live, the Torah recognizes 
that we are required to trust Hashem for the ultimate 
blessing of success in sustaining ourselves.  We are 
required to work hard in order to make it economically.  
Whether economic times are good or bad, we ultimately 
are required to exercise great trust and belief in Hashem 
to receive His blessings.  (RED) 
 
2. The Torah states the blessings that Hashem is 
offering us to live securely in the Promised Land, be able 
to eat of its produce and be satiated.  Then the Torah 
repeats the blessing that we will dwell securely in the 
Promised Land (25:18,19). The Meshech Chochmah 
explains that there are two ways of hatred which nations 
harbor toward one another: animosity stemming from 
different religions, and the resentment caused by 
jealousy when one nation has more than an abundance 
of resources or produce than the other.  Therefore the 
Torah promises that if we strictly adhere to the mitzvot 
and precepts of the Torah we will not suffer persecution 
at the hands of the other nations because of our beliefs. 
Secondly we will be blessed with a plethora of physical 
blessings, and in spite of this, we will live in peace, 
undisturbed by other countries and peoples.   
 
3. The Torah raises the situation when a Jewish person 
is not doing well and is forced to sell his portion of land 
in Israel, or even be required to enter a period of slavery.  

The Torah says that we are required to support this 
individual.  The mitzvah of tzedakah is an extremely 
important concept which we embrace fully.  The Alshich 
notes in 28:35 that the verbs go from plural form to 
singular form to indicate that people should not consider 
charity as a responsibility of the community.  It is the 
individual’s responsibility to alleviate the pain, suffering 
and poverty of his brother and his neighbor.  Rav 
Soloveitchik used to tell us that there are two 
requirements of tzedakah giving.  One is the requirement 
of the community to give and help a poor person.  The 
other is the requirement of the individual to help that 
poor person. The former obligation is performed through 
a vehicle such as the Charity Fund in our community, and 
many of our members contribute to the Charity Fund so 
that good can be accomplished for others.  Nevertheless 
one is not absolved by giving to the Charity Fund the 
further obligation of being involved on an individual 
basis with people who are in need. 
 
4. The Torah indicates a difference between the 
concept in the Torah of Jewish slavery to the other forms 
of slavery prevalent in history.  The Torah ordinarily 
limits Jewish slavery to no more than six years, or if the 
slave prefers, until the Jubilee year.  Permanent slavery 
is not permitted.  Secondly, Jewish slaves cannot be sold 
at public auction, but rather discreetly.  Thirdly, our 
parsha (25:46) requires a Jewish owner to give his 
Jewish slave housing, bedding, food, and clothing 
identical or superior to what the owner uses.  The usual 
inequality of slave and master is replaced by a 
relationship of Jewish brotherhood.  Fourthly, the same 
verse prohibits an owner from assigning his Jewish 
slave to degrading or endless work, or to work for the 
general public.  He is to do only the type of work that a 
free man does.  Lastly, the Torah’s overall intent was to 
legislate as well as educate the Jewish people so that 
they would eventually abandon the practice of enslaving 
other Jews.  For the most part this was very difficult to 
accomplish.  It is possible that a Jew would be sold as a 
slave to a non-Jew. If this happens there is still 
responsibility for the Jew to observe all mitzvot.  This 
would be extremely difficult for a Jew to do when in the 
service of a non-Jew, and living in his master’s home.  He 
would not be able to break Shabbat and do something for 
his master.  Consider the situation of Shavuot and the 
Jew is enslaved to a non-Jew.  The Jew is permitted to 
cook for himself.  He is not permitted to cook for a non-
Jew on Yom Tov.  How is it possible that he could serve 
in this manner and yet not be able to serve the non-
Jewish master?  It boils down that he is required to serve 
his Master, which supersedes his responsibility to serve 
his master.  Furthermore, the environment in which this 
Jewish slave is living is an environment which is 
contrary to Torah.  We are familiar with stories in general 
of Jewish people living in a non-Jewish environment, but 
this would be an extreme case because of the Jewish 
person’s servitude, making it extremely difficult to be a 
Torah-observant Jew.  (RED) 
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5. In the section of the Admonition in the second parsha 
that we read today the word Keri is used more than once.  
Many scholars explain the term to mean 
“happenstance”.  The implication here is that people will 
see their suffering as mere chance, as opposed to 
understanding that it is a punishment for their sins.  
When this happens, the Torah explains, God will 
increase their punishment.  This concept of Keri is one 
that we live in when we go through our lives on a daily 
and monthly basis.  When things happen in our life, we 
oft times think that it is a matter of good fortune and luck.  
Someone once wrote that coincidence is the manner in 
which God acts anonymously.  That which occurs in our 
life should always be seen as a measure of God’s hand 
in the world and in our lives specifically.  We have to 
appreciate God’s presence in the world and the fact that 
we interact with Him on a daily basis.  The whole concept 
of Keri is contrary to the Jewish approach to life in this 
world.  (RED) 
 
6. Did Yovel, the Jubilee year, cancel debts just as 
Shemittah did?  (Rambam, Hil. Shemittah V’Yovel 10:16) 
 
7. Although the commandments of the Torah are 
decrees, it is proper to meditate upon them and seek 
reasons.  The reason both animals are sacred in the case 
of temurah (a substitute) is because the Torah descends 
to a person's subconscious thought and his possible evil 
inclination.  After having sanctified an animal, someone 
may change his mind and feel that he should not have 
parted with a valuable asset.  He may wish to retrieve it 
by substituting an inferior animal for it, so the Torah 
penalizes him by decreeing that both animals are sacred.  
The same penalty applies even if he substitutes a better 
animal for an inferior one, because if people were 
permitted to substitute in some circumstances, they 
might feel free to do it in other cases as well.  For the 
same psychological reason – that a person may wish to 
regain control of something he has sanctified – the Torah 
requires that an owner who redeems an object must add 
a surcharge of one-fifth, as in 27:13 (Rambam, Hil. 
Temurah 4:13). 
 
 

HAFTORAH  
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JEREMIAH    

  
 As the prophet of the Destruction Jeremiah's 
message was much like that of the Sidrah: if the Jewish 
people are devoted to the Torah, they will enjoy respect, 
prosperity, and blessing.  If they forsake the Torah, they 
will suffer contempt, poverty, and curse.  The prophet 
begins with a scathing description of how deeply 
ingrained is the national sin of idolatry and the coupling 
of a lack of faith in God with an absolute faith in frail man.  
The latter part of the message is indeed timeless.  But 
warns Jeremiah, these illusions will all be in vain; any 
good that comes of them will be fleeting and end in 

humiliation and tragedy.  Like even the fiercest 
prophecies, however, this one ends in words of hope and 
consolation, as does the frightful admonition of our 
Sidrah.  No matter how dark the present and how 
ominous the imminent future, God does not forsake 
Israel forever, nor does Israel cut its bond to God.  The 
covenant of the Patriarchs remains intact, hope and 
healing will yet come, for Hashem is our salvation and 
praise. 
  
 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 

 The rabbis have instituted certain prohibitions solely 
for the benefit of one's health.  For instance, we learn in 
Yoreh De'ah (116:2) that a person must be careful not to 
eat or cook meat and fish together, lest he fall victim to 
an illness.  This Halachah has modern day implications.  
One must be careful, for instance, at a Kiddush in shul, 
or at home, to use separate eating utensils (fork, plate, 
etc.) when eating fish and meat.  The Rama (Y.D. 116:3) 
tells us that one should eat or drink something between 
fish and meat.  In addition, one must be careful when 
cooking a meat dish that all ingredients used are made 
without fish.  One should beware of certain cooking 
sauces which are certified kosher but contain fish. 
 
 It is appropriate at this time to remind everyone of 
this Halachah since when we attend a nice Kiddush or 
smorgasbord, we may not use the same plate, knife, and 
fork for meat and fish.  Caterers are required to supply 
enough utensils and we have to be cognizant of what we 
are eating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


