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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYEITZEI 5783 

By RED 

I. From the Text 

1. Where did Yaakov have the special dream of angels on the ladder? (28:19) 

2. What answer did Lavan give Yaakov to explain why Lavan substituted Leah for Rachel at the 

wedding? (29:26) 

3. Why did Rachel give her handmaiden Bilhah to Yaakov as a wife? (30:3) 

4. Which wife gave birth to Dinah, the one daughter of Yaakov? (30:21) 

5. After Hashem told Yaakov to return home to Canaan, what did Yaakov do? (31:4) 
 
II. From Rashi  
6. The Midrash writes that Yaakov dreaming of angels on the ladder occurred 14 years after leaving 

home. Where did Yaakov go? (28:11) 

7. How old was Yaakov when he married Rachel (and Leah)? (29:21) 

8. What did Rachel do to deserve Hashem finally remembering her and allowing her to conceive? (30:22) 

9. Why did Rachel steal her father’s Teraphim, idols? (31:14) 

10. Whom did Yaakov tell to gather stones and build the monument for the peace treaty with Lavan? 
(31:46) 
 
III. From the Rabbis 
11. Why was Rachel tending her father’s sheep by herself? Where was Leah and her brothers? (Ramban) 

12. Why did Lavan give to Leah the maidservant Zilpah? (Megillah 13b, see Rashi there) 

13. How did Yaakov explain to his family the angels that came to greet Yaakov when he returned to a 
Canaan? (Targum Yonatan) 
 
IV. Midrash 
14. Lavan gave the two handmaidens to his daughters Leah and Rachel. But weren’t they also daughters 

of Lavan? 

 

V. Haftorah.   Hoshea 

15. To which tribe did Hoshea concentrate his words in the Haftorah? 
 
VI. Relationships  
16 .a) Lavan - Nachor 

      b) Lavan - Rivkah 

      c) Naphtali - Guni 

      d) Sered - Dinah  

      e) Shailah - Peretz 

 

 



ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYEITZEI 5783 

 

1. Beit El (the future place of the Holy Temple) 

2. That in his country it is customary to marry off the older daughter before the younger one. 

3. That through Bilhah, Rachel will also be a participant in building the family.  

4. Leah 

5. He consulted with his wives, Rachel and Leah. 

6. To learn at the Yeshivah of (Shem and) Eiver. 

7. 84 years old. 

8. Rachel gave the signs to Leah, enabling Leah to trick Yaakov into thinking he was sleeping with 

Rachel. 

9. To keep her father from idol worship. 

10. His sons. 

11. Leah was older and might draw the forward interest of the shepherds. Rachel was much younger. 

Lavan had no sons at that time, 

12. Zilpah was to going to Rachel. By giving her to Leah, it would make Yaakov believe that he was with 

Rachel under the Chupah. 

13. These are holy angels that Hashem has sent to protect them from their enemies. 

14. The custom of the land was to refer to the daughters of one’s concubines (and not his wives) as 

handmaidens. 

15. To Ephraim, the leader of the Ten Tribes. 

16. Relationships  

a) Grandfather Nachor 

b) Brother - Sister 

c) Father Naphtali 

d) Aunt Dinah 

e) Brothers (sons of Yehudah) 

 

 


