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by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus & Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

 

I. From the Text 

1. How old was Yosef when he was sold into slavery? (37:2) 

2. What was Yosef’s two dreams? (37:5-10) 

3. Whose idea was it to cast Yosef into a pit? (And not kill him.) (37:22) 

4. Who ended up purchasing Yosef as a slave in Egypt? (37:36) 

5. Whose dreams did Yosef interpret while in prison? (40:1) 

II. From Rashi 

6. How did Yaakov attempt to deflect the meaning of Yosef’s dreams that Yosef will rule over his 

brothers? (37:10) 

7. Did Yitzchak know that the brothers sold Yosef into slavery? (37:33) 

8. Why did the brothers demote Yehudah from being the leader of the brothers? (38:1) 

9. Why did Yehudah declare that they should burn Tamar to death? (38:24) 

10. How long was Yosef serving the Chief Butler and Chief Baker in the prison? (40:4) 

III. From the Rabbis 

11. What was symbolized by the fine woolen tunic, the Ketonet Passim, that Yaakov favored Yosef with 

this gift? (Seforno) 

12. How long was Yosef a slave to Potiphar? (Seder Olam) 

13. Why was Yosef referred to as Yosef HaTzaddik, the Righteous One?  

IV. Midrash 

14. What strengthened Yosef in resisting Mrs. Potiphar’s advances? (Sotah 36b) 

V. Haftorah.  Amos 

15. For what sin was Hashem not willing to overlook?  

VI. Relationships  

a) Basmat - Yehudit 

b) Sarah - Rivkah 

c) Elifaz - Amalek 

d) Yosef - Muppim 

e) Datan - Aviram 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYEISHEV 5782 

 

1. 17 years old. 

2. Dream one: Yosef and his brothers were binding sheaves of wheat. And the brothers’ sheaves bowed 

down to Yosef’s. Dream two: The sun, moon, and 11 stars bowed down to Yosef. 

3. Reuven. 

4. Potiphar, the Chief Butcher. 

5. The Chief Butler and the Chief Baker. 

6. Yaakov attempted to state that the dreams cannot be fulfilled because Rachel (the moon in the dream) 

could not possibly bow down to Yosef because she died long ago. 

7. Yitzchak did know, and he did not tell Yaakov. (If Hashem did not tell Yaakov, then Yitzchak should 

not either.) 

8. Yehudah was the one who had the idea of selling Yosef as a slave. Once the brothers saw their father’s 

grief over this tragedy, they took it out on Yehudah. 

9. Yehudah reasoned that since Tamar was the daughter of Shem and hence a Bat Kohen, therefore she 

should die by burning. 

10. One year. 

11. It was a mark of leadership. 

12. One year. 

13. Because Yosef withstood Mrs. Potiphar’s attempted seduction. 

14. The image of his father appeared to Yosef and told him that if he yielded to Mrs. Potiphar, his name 

would not appear on the Kohen Gadol’s Breastplate. 

15. They persecuted the poor. 

16. Relationships  

a) Same person (wife of Esav and Yishmael’s daughter) 

b) Mother-in-Law and Daughter-in-Law 

c) Father Elifaz (Esav’s son) 

d) Uncle Yosef (Muppim was Binyamin’s son) 

e) Brothers 

 


