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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYISHLACH 5781 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus & Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

 

I. From the Text 

1. How was Yaakov injured in his nighttime fight with an angel? (32:33) 

2. What happened when Yaakov and Esav saw each other? (33:4) 

3. On what condition did Yaakov’s sons “agree” to the proposal to intermarry with the people of 

Shechem? (34:15) 

4. Where did Rachel die (in childbirth)? (35:16) 

5. Who buried Yitzchak? (35:29) 

II. From Rashi 

6. When the messengers returned to Yaakov from their visit to see Esav, what message did they tell 

Yaakov? Was the person they met Esav the bad one or his brother who has feelings for him? (32:7) 

7. In what three ways did Yaakov prepare for his meeting with Esav? (32:9) 

8. In what way was Dinah like her mother? “Like mother, like daughter.” (34:1) 

9. Why didn’t the Torah tell us of the death of Rivkah? (35:8) 

10. Our Sages said that Rome was a descendant of Esav. Who in the list of Biblical descendants of Esav 

does Rashi identify as Rome? (36:43) 

III. From the Rabbis 

11. How old was Reuven, Yaakov’s oldest child, when Yaakov and Esav were re-united? (Ibn Ezra) 

12. When Shimon and Levi killed the males of Shechem, Yaakov was angry and feared that the 

neighboring nations would attack the Jews and take revenge. Why didn’t they? (Kli Yakar) 

13. To what does the Ramban connect the reason that Rachel died as soon as they entered Eretz Yisrael? 

IV. Midrash 

14. What became of the parcel of land that Yaakov purchased near Shechem? 

V. Haftorah. Ovadiah 

14. Why was Ovadiah the prophet chosen to give the prophecy against Edom (descendants of Esav)? 

VI. Relationships 

a) Rachel - Binyamin 

b) Esav - Amalek 

c) Elifaz - Amalek 

d) Esav - Adah 

e) Yaakov – Amalek 

  



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYISHLACH 5781 

 

1. Yaakov suffered an injury to his hip (a displaced sinew). 

2. They hugged, kissed, and cried. 

3. The condition was that the men of Shechem would become circumcised. 

4. In Efrat. 

5. Yaakov and Esav. 

6. They said that he was Esav who still hates Yaakov. 

7. Yaakov sent him PRESENTS; Yaakov PRAYED to Hashem; and he prepared for WAR. 

8. Leah and Dinah were extroverts, and went out of their home to “see the world.” 

9. Because the people might curse her because she gave birth to Esav. (Ramban: Yitzchak was blind; 

Yaakov was not home yet; Esav hated her for her role in Yaakov’s stealing his blessing. None of her 

family was there. She was buried by the Hittite neighbors.) 

10. Magdiel 

11. A little over twelve years old. 

12. Because the Shechemites circumcised themselves, and the neighbors considered them as Jews. 

13. The Patriarchs observed the entire Torah. Had they lived in Eretz Yisrael, Yaakov would never have 

married two sisters. When they entered Eretz Yisrael, the holiness of the Land could not tolerate this 

situation. Hence she had to die then. 

14. It became the site of Yosef’s tomb. 

15. Because Ovadiah was a descendant of an Edomite convert to Judaism. (Yalkut Job 897, and in the 

Zohar). 

Relationships 

a) Mother - Son 

b) Grandfather Esav 

c) Father Elifaz 

d) Husband - Wife 

e) Great Uncle Yaakov 

 

 

 


