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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYECHI 5781 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus & Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

 

I. From the Text 

1. For how many years did Yaakov live in Egypt? (47:28) 

2. Whom did Yaakov request to arrange his burial in Canaan? (47:29) 

3. What blessing did Yaakov give to Yosef? (48:5) 

4. Why did Yaakov place his right hand on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger grandson, instead 

of Menasheh? (48:19) 

5. Which animals did Yaakov mention in connection with which tribe? (49:9,14,17,22,27) 

II. From Rashi 

6. What three reasons did Rashi offer for why Yaakov wanted to be buried in Eretz Yisrael, and not in 

Egypt? (47:29) 

7. Why is the kindness shown to a dead person considered a “kindness of truth”? (47:29) 

8. What did Yaakov really want to tell his children before he died, but Hashem stopped him? (49:1) 

9. “Shimon and Levi are brothers (comrades)” (49:5). In which two incidents did Shimon and Levi act 

together? 

10. What repercussions did the brothers of Yosef experience once their father died? (50:15) 

III. From the Rabbis 

11. How would you describe Yaakov’s years that he lived in Egypt? (Akeidah) 

12. Why didn’t Yaakov recognize Yosef’s two sons when they came in a rush from the palace to visit 

their ailing grandfather? (RED) 

13. According to the Abravanel, what really was Yaakov’s message to his children when he blessed 

them? 

IV. Midrash 

14. Who was the first person to respond “Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuto L’Olam Va’ed: Blessed be the 

Name of His Glorious Kingdom for ever and ever”? 

V. Haftorah.   Kings I 

15. Whom did King David ask his son to kill, once Shlomo became king? 

VI. Relationships 

a) Miriam - Calev 

b) King David - Yoav 

c) Aharon - Chur 

d) Lavan - Yosef 

e) Noach - Canaan 

                                  



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYECHI 5781 

 

1. Seventeen years. 

2. Yosef. 

3. That Yosef’s two sons, Ephraim and Menasheh, are elevated to be like Yaakov’s sons. 

4. The younger son, Ephraim, will be greater than the older one. 

5. Lion: Yehudah. Donkey: Yissachar. Snake: Dan. Deer: Naphtali. Wolf: Binyamin. 

6. 1) Yaakov knew that during the Plagues, Egypt will be hit with lice, which would swarm beneath his 

body. 2) Those buried outside of Israel will need to roll underground to Israel for the Resurrection of the 

Dead. 3) Yaakov did not want the Egyptians to make a shrine of idolatry out of his tomb. 

7. Because the dead person could never return the favor. 

8. Yaakov wanted to tell his sons when the Mashiach would come. 

9. In killing the men of Shechem and in plotting to kill Yosef. 

10. Once Yaakov died, Yosef never invited his brothers over to eat at Yosef’s house. 

11. They were the best years of his life. 

12. They were rushed from the palace to visit their grandfather, and they were dressed up as Egyptian 

royalty. 

13. That Yehudah would be the tribe to supply the nation with its kings. 

14. Yaakov, upon hearing his sons say Shema Yisrael. 

15. King David asked Shlomo to kill Yoav and Shimi. 

Relationships 

a) Husband - Wife 

b) Uncle David 

c) Uncle Aharon 

d) Grandfather Lavan 

e) Grandfather Noach 

 

 

 

 

 


