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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT KORACH 5781 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus & Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

 

I. From the Text 

1. Whom did Korach originally rally to join his rebellion? (16:1) 

2. What did Moshe order be done to find out who was the true Kohen Gadol? (16:6-7) 

3. What did Hashem wish to do in response to the rebellion? (16:21) 

4. How did Moshe respond personally to the rebellion? (16:22 and 26) 

5. How did the 250 followers of Korach die? (16:35) 

II. From Rashi 

6. What did Korach really want of the rebellion? (16:1) 

7. After failing to convince Korach not to rebel, Moshe addressed Datan and Aviram. According to Rashi, 

what did Moshe’s action here teach us? (16:12) 

8. Why did Aharon use incense to stop the Plague from killing more of Bnei Yisrael? (17:13) 

9. Why did almonds grow on Aharon’s staff? (17:23) 

10. Why is the Covenant with the Kohanim likened to salt? (18:19) 

III. From the Rabbis 

11. When, according to the Ramban, did the rebellion take place? 

12. How did On’s wife convince him to withdraw from the rebellion? (Sanhedrin 109b) 

13. Why did Hashem want to kill all of Bnei Yisrael? They did not all actually rebel. (Panim Yafot) 

IV. Midrash 

14. Could a Kohen act as a Levi? (Sifre) 

V. Haftorah.  Samuel I 

15. What unique Yichus did Samuel have that made it correct that he should give the rules of the king of 

Israel? 

VI. Relationships  

a) Shem - Eiver 

b) Bilhah - Chushim 

c) Reuven - Chanoch 

d) Aharon - Itamar 

e) Itamar - Elazar 

  



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT KORACH 5781 

 

1. The offspring of Reuven (Datan and Aviram and On, and others). 

2. The next morning the rebels should prepare an incense offering, along with Aharon. And Hashem will 

choose. 

3. Hashem wanted to kill all of Bnei Yisrael, and start again with Moshe and Aharon. 

4. He interceded with Hashem in defense of the nation, and he urged all the people to distance themselves 

from Korach and his followers. 

5. A divine fire consumed them. 

6. To be the leader of the family of Kehat. 

7. One should always seek to end a controversy. 

8. The people began to think that the incense was poison, for it caused the death of Nadav and Avihu and 

of Korach’s followers. So Aharon used incense to show the people that it is not incense that causes death. 

9. Almonds blossom quickly. So, too, anyone who protests Aharon’s Kehunah (priesthood) will be 

punished swiftly. 

10. Salt never spoils. Hashem is telling the Kohanim that His Covenant with them is eternal.  

11. After the punishment of the spies, when the people heard that they were going to die in the desert, at a 

time when Moshe was not so popular. 

12. She said to her husband: what will you gain? If Korach wins and becomes Kohen Gadol, you will be 

subservient to him. 

13. The people did not protest against the rebels.  

14. No. No Kohen may infringe upon the duties of the Leviyim, lest they suffer death by Heavenly 

means.  

15. Samuel was a direct descendant of Korach. 

Relationships  

a) Great Grandfather Shem 

b) Grandmother Bilhah (Chushim was Dan’s son) 

c) Father Reuven 

d) Father Aharon 

e) Brothers 

 

 


