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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYISHLACH 5778 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. Where did Esav live?  (32:4) 

 

2. What Halachah was established as a result of Yaakov’s fight with the angel?  (32:33) 

 

3. Which 2 brothers rose to the occasion to actively kill Shechem and rescue Dinah?  (34:25) 

 

4. What are the 2 names given to Rachel’s younger son?  (35:18) 

 

5. In what city and in what tribal land was Rachel buried?  (35:19) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. In what 3 ways did Yaakov prepare for his re-union with Esav?  (32:9) 

 

7. What 2 things was Yaakov afraid of happening in the confrontation with Esav?  (32:8) 

 

8. Whom did Yaakov really fight when he was alone, prior to meeting with his brother?  

(32:25) 

 

9. Why did Yaakov go back to be left alone and vulnerable to attack?  (32:25) 

 

10. What was Devorah, Rivkah’s wet nurse, doing in Yaakov’s camp?  (35:8) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. According to our Sages, what nation is considered the descendants of Esav? 

 

12. Why did Yaakov buy land immediately in Eretz Yisrael when he returned?  (And what 

became of that land?)  (Ramban 33:19) 

 

13. Why did the Torah hide the fact that Rivkah died?  (Ramban 35:8) 

 

 IV. Haftorah. Ovadia. 
 

14. From where will the Jewish remnant arise and judge “Esav’s mountain”? 

 

 V. Relationships 

 

a) Sarah – Esav 

b) Yaakov – Edom  

c) Basmat – Machalat 

d) Yitzchak – Nevayot 

e) Yishmael – Yaakov 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYISHLACH 5778 

 

1. Esav lived in Seir which was Edom (east of Eretz Yisrael).  

 

2. The Halachah of Gid HaNasheh, not eating the inner sinew (the sciatic nerve) which branches 

from the rear of the spinal column and runs down the inner side of the animal’s leg. 

 

3. Shimon and Levi.    

 

4. Rivkah called him Ben Oni (the son of my mourning); she must have known she was dying! 

Yaakov called him Binyamin. 

 

5. Beit Lechem, in Yehudah.  (Ramban wrote that she was actually buried just outside Beit Lechem, 

in the tribal area of Binyamin.) 

 

6. He sent gifts; he prayed; he prepared for war. 

 

7. Yaakov was afraid of being killed; and he was also afraid of killing others. 

 

8. The angel of Esav. 

 

9. To retrieve some small earthenware pitchers. 

 

10. Rivka sent Devorah to Yaakov, while he was still living with Lavan to tell him to come home. 

 

11. Rome (and Christianity). 

 

12. Yaakov wanted to establish an inalienable right to the land by means of purchase.  (The land 

became Yosef’s grave.) 

 

13. No family members attended Rivkah’s funeral.  (Yitzchak was blind; Yaakov was absent; Esav 

hated her.)  She was buried by her Hittite neighbors. 

 

14. Mt. Zion. 

 

 Relationships:  

a) Grandmother Sarah  

b) Brothers (Edom = Esav) 

c) Same person 

d) Uncle Yitzchak 

e) Uncle Yishmael 

 

 


