
BS”D 

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHIOT VAYAKHEL-PEKUDEI 5777 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. Parshat Vayakhel begins with the prohibition of violating Shabbat. Which is the only 

prohibition specifically mentioned here?  (35:3) 

 

2. Where did Bnei Yisrael bring and deposit all their donations to the Tabernacle? (36:3) 

 

3. From what did they make the Kiyor (Laver – washing basin)? (38:8) 

 

4. What was the bulk of the silver (gathered by the half-shekel donations) used for in the 

Tabernacle? (38:27) 

 

5. When was the Tabernacle permanently erected? (40:2) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. Why is the law of Shabbat introduced again in the beginning of this parsha describing the 

construction of the Tabernacle? (35:2) 

 

7. What did the Princes do wrong when they donated the precious stones? (35:27) 

 

8. Why was Oholiav chosen to be the partner with Betzalel in the construction of the 

Tabermacle? (35:34) 

 

9. How did they make gold threads? (39:3) 

 

10. How was the Headplate (Tzitz) secured on Aharon’s forehead? (39:31) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. There are 39 major classifications of prohibited work on Shabbat. How is this number 

connected to the Tabernacle? (Talmud Shabbat 97b) 

 

12. Why did the women gather at Moshe’s tent all the time? (Onkelos on 38:8) 

 

13. Moshe put the Tablets into the Ark in the Tabernacle.  Where had they been stored? 

(Ramban on 40:20) 

 

 IV. Haftorah. HaChodesh. Ezekiel. 
 

14. Rosh Chodesh was an important day on the Jewish calendar. It was one of three 

commandments that the Greek-Syrians attempted to nullify by force. What were the other 

two Mitzvot that they attempted to nullify? 

 

 V. Relationships 

 

a) Timna – Amalek 

b) Dinah – Asher 

c) Menashe – Muppim 

d) Muppim – Chupim  

e) Moshe – Kehat (2 answers) 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHIOT VAYAKHEL-PEKUDEI 5777 

 

 

1. Kindling fire. 

 

2. They brought it to Moshe’s tent. 

 

3. From the copper mirrors (that the women used in Egypt). 

 

4. To make the sockets that supported the Sanctuary, and the Parochet (Partition). 

 

5. On Rosh Chodesh Nissan. 

 

6. To teach Bnei Yisrael again that they may not build the Tabernacle on Shabbat. 

 

7. The Princes figured to allow the people to donate whatever they wished, and they, the Princes 

would make up whatever else was required.  The people brought all that was needed!  The 

Princes were deemed to have been “lazy” in not leading the people in donating. 

 

8. To equate the member of the lowest ranking of society (the tribe of Dan) to the highest (Yehudah) 

when it came to the work of the Tabernacle. 

 

9. Gold was rolled out in very thin sheets, and then the slivers were cut from the sheets.  These 

slivers were used as gold thread. 

 

10. The Headplate was in place by means of three blue cords, two from the two ends, and a third one 

at the top of the Headplate’s center.  All three cords were tied at the back of Aharon’s head. 

 

11. There were 39 categories of labor needed to build the Tabernacle. 

 

12. The women gathered at Moshe’s tent to pray. 

 

13. Moshe had the Tablets in a wooden box – an Ark – that he made in his own tent. 

 

14. Shabbat and Circumcision. 

 

 Relationships: 

a) Mother – Son 

b) Half brother and sister 

c) First cousins 

d) Brothers 

e) Uncle Kehat and Grandfather Kehat   

 


