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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT SHEMINI 5777 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. What animal sacrifices did Aharon bring on the 8th and final day of his consecration? (9:2) 

 

2. What was Aharon’s response to the death of his two older sons? (10:3) 

 

3. What are the two signs of kashrut for fish? (11:9) 

 

4. What is an example of a flying insect that goes on four legs?  

 

5. What can be done to an earthenware utensil that became non-kosher? (11:33) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. Why did Moshe summon Aharon and his sons and the elders? (9:1) 

 

7. Why were the people afraid that Hashem’s presence would not descend with the fire to 

accept Aharon’s and their sacrifices? (9:23) 

 

8. What law is learned from Moshe telling Aharon and Aharon’s remaining sons to not allow 

their hair to grow loose during the time of mourning? (10:6) 

 

9. Why is the stork called a Chasidah (related to the word Chesed, kindness)? (11:19) 

 

10. What are the four criteria that the Rabbis gave to identify a kosher flying insect? (11:21) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. What is wrong with the Kohen drinking wine or strong intoxicating drink before 

performing a ritual service? (Ibn Ezra on 10:9) 

 

12. Why are the camel, rabbit, hare, and pig the only animals listed as non-kosher? (11:3 Ibn 

Ezra) 

 

13. Why are certain birds prohibited according to the Ramban (on 11:13)? 

 

 IV. Haftorah. Samuel II 
 

14. David’s wife Michal, the daughter of King Saul, chastised her husband the king. Why did 

she chastise King David? 

 

 V. Relationships 

 

a) Aharon – Eltzaphan 

b) Moshe – Misha’el 

c) Elazar – Eliezer 

d) Chur – Itamar 

e) Pinchas – Gershom  

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT SHEMINI 5777 

 

 

1. A male calf for a sin offering, and a ram for a whole burnt offering. 

 

2. Aharon was silent. 

 

3. Fins and scales. 

 

4. Bees. 

 

5. The earthenware vessel cannot be koshered; it is broken. 

 

6. Moshe summoned Aharon and the elders to demonstrate that Aharon was assuming his office as 

Kohen Gadol at the command of God. 

 

7. Bnei Yisrael felt shame in the belief that the absence of God’s presence was due to their sin with 

the Golden Calf. 

 

8. The hair of a mourner may not be cut. 

 

9. The Chasidah is so called on account of its kindness (Chesed) to others in the matter of food.  

Rashi further comments that its kindness is only extended to its own kind. 

 

10. The flying insect must have four feet, four wings, jointed legs, and the wings must cover the 

greater part of their body. 

 

11. Strong drink destroys one’s mental faculties and causes confusion of speech. 

 

12. These animals are the only ones who have only one of the criteria required for being kosher. 

 

13. The Ramban felt that non-kosher birds are birds of prey, which are cruel in their habits.  

 

14. David danced with a public display of boundless joy (in front of common women). 

 

 Relationships: 

a) First cousins 

b) First cousins 

c) First cousins 

d) First cousins 

e) First cousins, once removed 

 


