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by Rabbi Edward Davis 

  

I. From the Text 

1. Why were Bnei Yisrael to take revenge and fight Midian? What did Midian do? 

 

2. Who led the fight against Midian? (31:6) 

 

3. Who shared in the spoils of war? (31:25-30) 

 

4. Under what conditions were the people of Reuven and Gad permitted to settle east of the 

Jordan River? (32:20-24) 

 

5. How many encampments were there in the 40 year journey through the Sinai Desert? 

(33:1-36) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. In a normal situation of someone making a vow, who can annul the vow? (Rashi, 

Nedarim 78a) 

 

7. In the Parshah, the Torah speaks of a young woman making a vow, and her father annuls 

the vow. How old is she? (30:4) 

 

8. Why did Elazar teach the people the laws of kashering utensils (the spoils of the 

Midianite war) and not Moshe? (31:21) 

 

9. In 33:52,53 the Torah states that "you shall drive out the inhabitants of the Land...   [and 

then] you shall possess the Land..." What warning was Moshe giving them? (Rashi on 

33:53) 

 

10. Why were there just as many Cities of Refuge east of the Jordan River (3) with only 2 ½  

tribes living there as there were in the more populous region west of the Jordan River? 

(35:14) 

 

III. From the Rabbis 

11. Why was a portion of the spoils of the Midianite war offered for atonement before 

Hashem? (Seforno 31:50) 

 

12. Why was half of the tribe of Menasheh included to settle the area east of the Jordan 

River? (Netziv) 

 

13. What Mitzvah does the Ramban derive from the verse cited above (33:52,53) that: you shall 

drive out the Canaanites...and you shall settle the Land...? 

 

 IV. Haftorah. Jeremiah. 
14. The people were disloyal to Hashem. What did Hashem do for Bnei Yisrael? 

 

 V. Relationships 

a) Datan-Aviram 

b) Canaan-Mitzrayim 

c) Cain-Seth 

d) Moshe-Calev 

e) Nadav-Avihu 

 

 



 

 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHIOT MATTOT-MASSEI 5777 

 

 

1. The Midianites were responsible for the Jewish sins of immorality and idolatry at Pe'or which 

resulted in the death of 24,000 Jews. 

 

2. Pinchas. 

 

3. The greater share of the spoils went to the soldiers who fought the war. A specific portion went to 

the Levi'im, and Kohanim, and to the Tabernacle treasury. The rest went to the nation. 

 

4. Reuven and Gad were to lead the nation in the military conquest of the Promised Land. 

 

5. 42. 

 

6. An ad hoc court of three laymen. 

 

7. She is between 11 years and 1 day and 12 years old. Under 11, there is no vow. Over 12 and 1 day, 

she is an adult. 

 

8. Moshe became angry with the people and therefore forgot those laws. 

 

9. If you drive out the present inhabitants of the Land, you will be able to settle the Land and remain 

secure. If you fail to drive them out, you will not be able to remain in the Promised Land. 

 

10. Murder was more common in the area east of the Jordan River. 

 

11. The nation needed atonement for not protesting the immoral sins of Pe'or. 

 

12. Menasheh had Torah personalities who would lead the whole settlement east of the Jordan River 

to retain Torah spirituality in their lives. 

 

13. Ramban claims that there is a Torah Mitzvah to live in Eretz Yisrael. 

 

14. Hashem saved them from slavery, gave them a Torah and a Land. 

  

Relationships: 

a) Brothers 

b) Brothers 

c) Brothers 

d) Brothers-in-law 

e) Brothers 

  

 

 


