
 

 
BS”D 

 

 

TEN QUESTIONS FOR YOUR SEDER TABLE 5780 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus & Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

 

 

 

1. The Jewish men were circumcised on Erev Pesach, the 14th of Nissan, in Egypt, so that they could eat 

from the Pesach sacrifice later that night. How could they then walk miles and miles when they left Egypt 

the next day? 

 

2. Why do we wash without a Berachah before eating the Karpas? 

 

3. In “Ha Lachma Anya” how can we invite someone to eat the Pesach sacrifice with us? They had to be 

part of the group that offered the sacrifice earlier in the day! 

 

4. How could Bnei Yisrael have eaten Matzah at the first Seder in Egypt if Matzah came about when the 

Jews carried the dough on their shoulders when they left Egypt the next day? 

 

5. Which of these are from the Torah or from the Rabbis? 

     a) eating Matzah 

     b) eating Marror 

     c) eating Charoset 

     d) eating Karpas 

     e) eating Afikomen 

 

6. From where did Bnei Yisrael get blood to sprinkle on their doorposts for the Plague of the Killing of 

the Firstborn? 

 

7. We say “Avadim Hayinu” - we were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt. Shouldn’t we say “Our ancestors were 

slaves...”? 

 

8. Is Hallel that we say at the Seder a Mitzvah from the Torah or from the Rabbis? 

 

9. Dayeinu: Had He brought us to the Land of Israel and not built for us the Holy Temple, it would have 

been sufficient for us. Is this line applicable to us today? (R. Avraham, the son of the Vilna Gaon) 

 

10. Hallel begins with the line “Praise Hashem, servants of Hashem.” When is the first time in Jewish 

history that Bnei Yisrael could say this line? (The Vilna Gaon) 

 

 

  



 

 

ANSWERS FOR THE QUESTIONS FOR THE SEDER TABLE 5780 

 

 

1. It was a miracle. Hashem cured them immediately after their surgery. 

 

2. In the times of the Holy Temple, dipping a solid in a liquid such as water, milk, vinegar, honey, and the 

like necessitated washing your hands with a Berachah. The Seder is performed as if in Temple times. 

Some Poskim necessitate washing hands today without a Berachah when eating a wet solid. 

 

3. We invite the guest to eat of our Afikomen, a remembrance of the Pesach sacrifice. 

 

4. The Egyptian taskmasters fed the Jewish slaves Matzah regularly because you ate less and felt full for a 

time. 

 

5. a) Matzah is from the Torah. 

    b) Marror is from the Rabbis. 

    c) According to the Rambam eating Charoset is from the Rabbis. Everyone else says that 

 there is no Mitzvah to eat Charoset, and there is a printing error in our Rambam. 

    d) Karpas is from the Rabbis. 

    e) Whatever you said is correct. 

 

6. From the Pesach sacrifice. 

 

7. Had we not been liberated, we still would be slaves. 

 

8. After experiencing Hashem saving us from a terrifying situation, saying Hallel is from the Torah. 

Commemorating an act of salvation, as we do on Yom Tov - that Hallel is from the Rabbis. The Hallel at 

the Seder can be viewed in either way. 

 

9. No, this sentence means if Hashem settled us in Israel in harmony in secure borders. 

 

10. Only when the Jews left Egypt. On Purim we do not say Hallel. One Talmudic explanation is because 

after the miracle of Purim, we were still servants of Achashveirosh. 

 


