
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale Pesach 

Guide to Tefillah and Halachic Times 

 

Erev Pesach- Tuesday night, April 7th  

Bedikat Chametz (Checking for Chametz) should be performed after 8:15 pm. After completing 

your search, please remember to say the Kol Chamira (the statement nullifying ownership of 

any chametz). 

 

Wednesday Morning-April 8th/14th of Nissan 

● Shacharit — on Erev Pesach, we omit מזמור לתודה and למנצח. 

● Fast of the Firstborn — This year, firstborns are encouraged to participate in a Siyum, 

via Zoom (as per the opinion of Rav Herschel Schachter). 

There will be three siyumim. Please choose the one that works best for your schedule. It is 

important that after you listen to the siyum, you eat something (at home) in honor of the 

occasion to truly join in this celebratory event. 

 

8 am: Rabbi Adam Frieberg’s Siyum on Masechet Berachot 

9 am: Dr. Jordan and Eric Ditchek’s Siyum on Masechet Horayot  

10 am: Rabbi Yoni Fein’s Siyum on Masechet Berachot 

 

Please visit yih.org/vtorah and click on the appropriate link to join the Zoom Siyum.  

 

● Latest time to eat or benefit from chametz: 11:16 am (According to the Vilna Gaon) 

● Latest time to destroy and annul chametz: 12:19 pm (According to the Vilna Gaon) 

● Destroying Chametz This Year —At least some chametz should be destroyed on Erev 

Pesach. This year, there will be no communal burning of chametz at shul. Use 

small amounts of bread for Bedikat chametz on Tuesday night. Then, on Wednesday 

morning crush those crumbs and flush them down the toilet, being mindful of the 

plumbing.  

This would fulfill the directive of Chazal of Tashbitu (ie destroying chametz). 

● On Erev Pesach, there is a prohibition against eating matzah. Additionally, one should 

not eat a meal or drink wine after the tenth hour (5:34 pm). Light snacks and 

refreshments are still permitted, so long as you retain an appetite to eat matzah in the 

evening. This is particularly relevant for those who are doing an Erev Pesach mock 

seder with family over video conference, where songs and words of Torah should be 

shared but Matza, wine and a full meal should be avoided. 

● Eiruv Tavshilin should be prepared. 

This year, Pesach occurs on Thursday and Friday. Yom Tov leads right into Shabbat, 

creating the “3 Day Yom Tov” phenomenon. We are not generally allowed to prepare on 

one day of a holiday for another day. However, the Rabbis permitted preparing food for 

Shabbat on Erev Shabbat, provided an Eruv Tavshilin is made in advance. Through the 



process of Eruv Tavshilin, one actually begins Shabbat preparations on Erev Yom Tov, 

i.e. Wednesday. An Eruv Tavshilin is made on Wednesday in order to permit cooking on 

Friday for Shabbat. An Eruv Tavshilin consists of matzah and a cooked food such as 

fish, meat or a hardboiled egg. The head of the house or any other member of the 

household takes the plate with the cooked food and the matzah (preferably in the right 

hand) and says: ברוך אתה ה' אלקינו מלך העולם אשר קדשנו במצותיו וצונו על מצות ערוב  

We then recite the Eruv Tavshilin text (in Aramaic or English)  

בהדין עירובא יהא שרא לנא לאפויי ולבשולי ולאטמוני ולאדלוקי שרגא ולאפוקי ולמעבד כל צרכנא מיומא .

 טבא לשבתא

“By virtue of this Eruv, we (the members of the household) shall be permitted to cook, 

bake, keep food warm, carry, light candles and do all preparations on Yom Tov (i.e. 

Friday) for Shabbat.” 

Even though the Eruv is made, the food for Shabbat must be fully cooked before 

Shabbat begins and should preferably be prepared early on Friday, while there is still 

much of the day left, rather than leaving the preparations for the last minute. The Eruv 

foods should be put in a safe place, so they do not get lost or spoil. We eat the items 

used to make the Eruv Tavshilin on Shabbat. An Eruv Tavshilin only permits preparation 

from Yom Tov to Shabbat. An Eruv Tavshilin only permits activities that are permitted 

anyway on Yom Tov, (i.e. no turning on lights and appliances or striking a match to light 

Shabbat candles; candles must be lit from a pre-existing flame.) 

 

● Candle lighting (with She’hechiyanu) should take place at 7:23 pm.  

  

First Day of Pesach (Wednesday night) 

 

Leil HaSeder 

● Ma’ariv for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Pesach. Ma’ariv can be said any time 

after 7:41 pm.  

● With regard to the Hallel that many shuls have the practice of reciting on the Seder night 

after Ma’ariv, this practice is only for those who will be davening with a tzibur, and not at 

all relevant to those who will be davening alone, without a minyan. Use the time after 

Maariv to make all last minute preparations so that Kiddush can begin right on time. 

● Kiddush should not begin before tzeit hakochavim which is at 8:16 pm. It is preferable to 

complete the fourth cup of wine by halachic midnight which is at 1:22 am.  

First Day- Daytime (Thursday, April 9th ) 

● Sunrise is at 7:03 am.  

● The latest time to say Shema is 10:12 am.  

● The latest time for Amidah is 11:15 am.  

● Shacharit for Yom Tov with the proper Pesach insertions followed by complete Hallel 

with its berachot. One should daven Shacharit at the same time as the minyan that s/he 

normally attends at shul.  

● The Torah reading for the first day is “משכו” (Shemos 12:21-51), the maftir is ובחדש

 .and the haftarah is from Yehoshua 3:5-7, 5:2-6:1, 6:27 (Bamidbar 28:16-25) הראשון



● The Piyut of Tal which is recited on Pesach was only instituted when davening with a 

tzibur and not when davening alone.  

● Rabbi Soloveitchik maintained that in order to change the manner in which we describe 

Hashem from “One who brings the rain” (משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם) to “One who brings the 

dew” (מוריד הטל) we require the authorization of the community and therefore an 

individual may not undertake to make this change himself. However, since there is no 

existent tzibur davening together at this point, each individual should recite Morid 

HaTal in their private Mussaf prayer on the first day of Pesach. When all of the 

individuals across the Jewish world recite Morid HaTal in their private Mussaf this will 

create a “resolution of the community” that will be effective in changing the Nusach of 

our seasonal description of Hashem. However, from Mincha of that day and onward, 

those who daven Nusach Ashkenaz will stop saying Morid HaTal and those who daven 

Nusach Sefard will continue to say it, each one according to their custom.   

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Pesach. 

● Mincha Amidah for Yom Tov can be said as early as 1:54 pm and should be completed 

before 7:42 pm. Ashkenazim should omit משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם and should not recite 

 .מוריד הטל

 

Second Day of Pesach (Thursday Night) 

Leil HaSeder (Second Night) 

● Nightfall is at 8:21 pm. Light candles from a pre- existing flame after 8:21 pm. One 

should not make any preparations for the Seder or light candles (with She’hechiyanu) 

before that time.  

● Ma’ariv for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Pesach. See note from first night 

regarding Hallel. Ma’ariv should not be said before 8:21.   

● Sefirat Ha’Omer begins (Day 1). It is recited after the Amidah before Aleinu. 

Second Day- Friday 

● Sunrise is at 7:02 am.  

● The latest time to say Shema is 10:11 am.  

● The latest time for Amidah is 11:15 am.  

● Shacharit for Yom Tov with the proper Pesach insertions followed by complete Hallel 

with its berachot. One should daven Shacharit at the same time as the minyan that s/he 

normally attends at shul.  

● The Torah reading for the second day is “שור או כשב” (Vayikra 22:26-23:44), the maftir is 

 .and the haftarah is from Melachim II 23:1-9, 21-25 (Bamidbar 28:16-25) ובחדש הראשון

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Pesach. 

● Mincha Amidah for Yom Tov can be said as early as 1:54 pm and should be completed 

before 7:42 pm. 

● If one prepared an eiruv tavshilin before Yom Tov, one may cook on Yom Tov for 

Shabbat. One should try to ensure that all of the food that is cooked is potentially edible 

by sundown (7:42 pm). One cannot accept Shabbat before plag hamincha which is at 

6:23 pm. It is preferable to daven Mincha before plag and Maariv after plag. Friday night 

candle lighting should take place after this time, from a pre-existing flame. 



● Standard candle lighting time is 7:24 pm, and candles may NOT be lit after sunset (7:42 

pm).   

●  Once the candles are lit, all of the stringencies of Shabbat are in effect. 

 

Friday Night  

● An abridged קבלת שבת is recited that begins with מזמור שיר ליום השבת. We also omit במה

 .מדליקין

● Ma’ariv Amidah is for Shabbat. Ya’aleh V’Yavo is added with proper insertion for 

Pesach. 

● Vayechulu is recited after the Amidah followed by Sefirat Ha’Omer (Day 2) and Aleinu. 

● If one accepted Shabbat early, one should omit Sefirat Ha’Omer in Ma’ariv and recite it 

after 8:18 pm. 

Shabbat Day 

● Sunrise is at 7:03 am.  

● The latest time to say Shema is 10:11 am.  

● The latest time for Amidah is 11:14 am.  

● Shacharit for Shabbot. Ya’aleh V’Yavo is added with proper insertion for Pesach. One 

should daven Shacharit at the same time as the minyan that s/he normally attends at 

shul.  

● Half Hallel is recited. 

● Shir HaShirim is traditionally recited with the tzibur at this point — The custom to read 

Shir HaShirim on Pesach was clearly instituted only for a tzibur. Nonetheless, there is 

nothing prohibited about reading Shir HaShirim on Pesach without a tzibur. One should 

be conscious of the fact that such a reading would not constitute a fulfillment of the 

original minhag.   

● The Torah reading for the second day is “ראה אתה” (Shemot 33:12-34:26), the maftir is 

  .and the haftarah is from Yechezkel 37:1-14 (Bamidbar 28:19-25) והקרבתם

● Mussaf for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shabbat and Pesach. 

● Mincha for Shabbos can be said as early as 1:54 pm and should be completed before 

7:42 pm. Ya’aleh V’Yavo is added with proper insertion for Pesach. 

● Seudah Shlishit should be eaten after Mincha, before 7:42 pm 

● Shabbat Ends 8:22 pm. 

Motzaei Shabbat 

● Weekday Amidah should be recited including Atah Chonantanu and Ya’aleh V’Yavo. 

Additionally, please note the change to ותן ברכה. 

● We do not recite ויהי נועם. After the Amidah, Sefirat Ha’Omer (Day 3) is recited followed 

by Aleinu. 

● Havdalah is the standard Havdalah for Motzaei Shabbat. 

Chol HaMoed 

● Shacharit is weekday Shacharit. מזמור לתודה is omitted. The Amidah should include 

Ya’aleh V’Yavo with the proper insertion for Pesach. Half Hallel is recited after the 

Amidah 

● The Torah reading for the Sunday of Chol HaMoed is “קדש לי” (Shemos 13:1-16) and 

 .(Bamidbar 28:19-25) והקרבתם



● The Torah reading for the Monday of Chol HaMoed is “אם כסף” (Shemos 22:24-23:19) 

and והקרבתם (Bamidbar 28:19-25). 

● The Torah reading for the Tuesday of Chol HaMoed is (Bamidbar 9:1-14) and והקרבתם 

(Bamidbar 28:19-25). 

● We do not recite למנצח on Chol HaMoed. 

● Mussaf for Yom Tov (Chol HaMoed) with proper insertions for Pesach. 

● Weekday Mincha. The Amidah should include Ya’aleh V’Yavo with the proper insertion 

for Pesach. 

 

Seventh Day of Pesach (begins Tuesday night, April 14th) 

Tuesday Night 

● One may accept Yom Tov early provided it is after plag hamincha (6:25 pm). It is 

preferable to daven Mincha before plag and Maariv after plag. 

● Standard candle lighting time is 7:26 pm. 

● Shehechiyanu is not recited on the seventh or eighth of Pesach. 

● Ma’ariv for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Pesach. Sefirat Ha’Omer (Day 6) is said 

after 8:20 pm. 

● Kiddush for Yom Tov to begin Yom Tov meal, with insertions for Pesach. 

 

Wednesday Day 

● Sunrise is at 6:57 am.  

● The latest time to say Shema is 10:08 am.  

● The latest time for Amidah is 11:12 am. 

● Shacharit for Yom Tov with the proper Pesach insertions followed by half Hallel with its 

berachot. One should daven Shacharit at the same time as the minyan that s/he 

normally attends at shul.  

● The Torah reading for the seventh day is Shemot 13:17-15:26, the maftir is והקרבתם 

(Bamidbar 28:19-25) and the haftarah is from Shmuel II 22:1-51. 

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Pesach. 

● Mincha Amidah for Yom Tov can be said as early as 1:53 pm and should be completed 

before 7:44 pm. 

 

Eighth Day of Pesach (Wednesday Night) 

● Nightfall is at 8:24 pm. One should not make any preparations for the meal or light 

candles before that time. One should also wait until this time to recite Ma’ariv. 

● Light candles from a pre-existing flame 

● Shehechiyanu is not recited on the seventh or eighth night of Pesach. 

● Ma’ariv for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Pesach. Count Sefirat Ha’Omer (Day 7). 

● Kiddush for Yom Tov. 

Thursday Day 

● Sunrise is at 6:56 am.  

● The latest time to say Shema is 10:08 am.  

● The latest time for Amidah is 11:12 am. 



● Shacharit for Yom Tov with the proper Pesach insertions followed by half Hallel with its 

berachot. One should daven Shacharit at the same time as the minyan that s/he 

normally attends at shul.  

● The Torah reading for the eight day is Devarim 15:19-16:17, the maftir is והקרבתם 

(Bamidbar 28:19-25) and the haftarah is from Yeshayahu 10:32-12:6. 

● Yizkor can be recited without a minyan. It is appropriate to pledge money to tzedakah 

before reciting Yizkor. 

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Pesach. 

● Mincha Amidah for Yom Tov can be said as early as 1:53 pm and should be completed 

before 7:45 pm. 

● Yom Tov concludes at 8:25 pm. 

● Weekday Ma’ariv should include Atah Chonantanu. Count Sefirat Ha’Omer (Day 8). 

● Havdalah includes only two berachot: HaGafen and HaMavdil (no besamim or eish). 

● All chametz sold through the shul will be repurchased by 9:30 pm. 

 

 

  

   

   

 


