
Dear Friends, 

This year Purim begins Thursday night February 25th. Purim on Friday and during 

a pandemic presents unique challenges that may require some attention and 

advance planning. Here are some important reminders for this year. 

  

Taanit Esther 

The Fast of Esther is observed on Thursday 2/25.  

The fast begins at 5:39 AM. The fast ends at 6:54 PM.  

The custom is to wait until hearing the Megillah before breaking the fast. If you 

will be hearing the Megillah at a later reading, then you can break your fast on 

snacks/ light refreshments. It is appropriate to wait until after hearing the Megillah 

before you eat a full meal. 

  

Machatzit Hashekel 

The Ramah (OC 694:11) mentions the custom of Zecher L’Machtzit HaShekel. 

The custom is to give three coins to Tzedakah on the day before Purim in order to 

commemorate the giving of the half shekel that was donated during the times of 

the Beit HaMikdash during the month of Adar. 

Plates will be available to commemorate Machatzit HaShekel on Thursday at 

Mincha and Friday morning. Each plate will have 3 Half Dollars attached to the 

plate. It is not necessary to physically lift the coins in order to participate in this 

custom. In the interest of hygiene please contribute to the plate to fulfill this 

custom without lifting the 3 half dollar coins.  

 

Megillah Reading 

All Megillah readings at night and during the day will be by advance registration 

and will follow our minyan protocols, including social distancing and masks.  

To register go to: https://www.yih.org/megillah  

All Megillah readings at shul this year will be Groggerless. 

If your preferred Megillah reading time is full, please choose an alternate reading. 

We are committed to providing in person Megillah readings to as many of our 

members as possible. Thank you in advance for your flexibility and willingness to 

be accommodated at your second or third choice. 

First Megillah reading will begin at 6:45 PM, ie after the conclusion of Maariv. 

https://www.yih.org/megillah


Later Megillah readings indoors will be preceded by Maariv, 15 minutes before 

Megillah start time. For the later Megillah readings outdoors in the tent, Maariv 

will be offered after Megillah reading. 

In order to maximize capacity, the two later Megillah readings in the tent will 

allow for family pods. A husband and wife can reserve one pod in the tent for the 

evening Megillah reading (maximum of 2 people per pod). 

RYW: This arrangement is unique to this pandemic year (sha’at hadechak) and to 

the evening, outdoor readings that are not in the middle of a Tefilh B’Tzibur. This 

decision involved halachic analysis coupled with sensitivity to our community and 

current circumstances. Please contact me by phone or email if you’d like to further 

discuss the issues involved. 

 

Like hearing shofar, one should fulfill the mitzvah of hearing the Megillah in 

person. If one is quarantined or not leaving their home due to CoVID, then it is 

advisable to either a) arrange for someone to read Megillah for you near your 

home, in a safe manner b) fulfill the mitzvah yourself by reading from a kosher 

Megillah. If you do not know how to read the Megillah, you can listen to a 

recording on Purim and read along from a kosher Megillat Esther scroll. See here 

for a slow recording of Megillah reading that a novice can use to read along to with 

his/her kosher Megillah:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wDyzZ827q4&feature=emb_logo  

  

If all of the above options are not possible, we will be broadcasting via Zoom the 

7:45 PM Megillah reading and the Megillah reading during the 9:45AM minyan 

(Megillah approx. 10:15AM). To access go to: www.yih.org/zoom/yih Please note 

that the Zoom option should be considered the option of last resort. If you will be 

homebound this Purim, please contact Rabbi Weinstock or Rabbi Frieberg to 

discuss your options. 

  

Matanot L’Evyonim 

This Mitzvah is fulfilled by giving two needy people an amount of money that 

could cover the cost of their Purim Seudahs. Rabbi Weinstock is available to be 

your agent for this Mitzvah. Checks can be made payable to YIH Charity Fund 

with “Purim” in the memo line. You can also donate online by going to:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wDyzZ827q4&feature=emb_logo
http://www.yih.org/zoom/yih


https://www.yih.org/matanot  

We recommend allocating more funds to helping those in need, compared to what 

we spend on Mishlo’ach Manot.  

  

Mishloach Manot 

The Mitzvah is fulfilled by giving 2 edible foods to at least one person on Purim 

Day. Although the Sisterhood Mishloach Manot project fulfills the spirit of the 

Mitzvah, it does not fulfill the Halachic requirement. To participate in this year’s 

Sisterhood Mishloach Manot benefiting Holocaust survivors and the Sisterhood, go 

to: https://www.yih.org/purimproject  

Please remember to fulfill this Mitzvah properly on Purim day. Please take 

appropriate CoVId safety precautions when preparing and delivering Mishloach 

Manot. This year, consider limiting your Mishloach Manot recipients and direct 

extra funds towards communal charitable causes in the spirit of Purim.  

  

Purim Seudah 

When Purim is on Friday, the Purim Seudah should be scheduled as a gala 

breakfast, festive brunch or celebratory early lunch. The Purim Seudah can be 

eaten any time after hearing the daytime Megillah reading.  This year, the Seudah 

should begin before 12:34 PM and end so that one has time to regain an appetite 

for Shabbat dinner. Candle lighting for Shabbat is 6:02 PM. Last year Purim 

festivities in many places ended up being super spreader events. This year due to 

CoVID we should be careful about with whom we share our Purim Seudahs. 

Please follow all CDC recommendations when planning your Seudah. 

  

Please contact us by phone or e-mail if you have any questions or if we can be 

helpful to you as you prepare for Purim.  We wish you a joyous month of Adar and 

a meaningful and Happy Purim. 

  

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Yosef Weinstock (ryw@yih.org) 

Rabbi Adam Frieberg (raf@yih.org)  
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