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D’var Torah : Rabbi Yosef Weinstock

In his book “Like Dreamers” Yossi Klein Halevy tells the stories of IDF paratroopers who were 

involved in reuniting Jerusalem during the 6 Day War. One of those soldiers was Yoel bin Nun. 

Rabbi bin Nun was a founder of the settlement movement in Israel, including Alon Shvut and 

Ofra. He led a generation of religious Zionists to study Tanach as a way of understanding 

contemporary Israel.  Yoel was learning at Yeshiva Merkaz HaRav, founded by Rav Kook and 

led at that time by his son, Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook. One day Yoel was accompanying Rav Tzvi 

Yehuda through the streets of Geulah, when they came across a campaign rally for a Chareidi 

political party. An activist was addressing a crowd of black-hatted men, whom he kept 

addressing as “the community of holy etrogim”.   

 There is a well-known Midrash that compares the 4 species that we take on Sukkot to 4 

types of Jews. The Etrog, having both taste and fragrance is compared to the righteous Jews 

who possess both Torah knowledge and good deeds. The speaker was praising the assembled as 

“the community of holy etrogim.” Upon hearing this Rav Tzvi Yehuda tightened his grip on 

Rav Yoel’s arm and said emphatically, “The mizbeiach was not wrapped in etrogim.”  

 Rav Yoel did not hear his Rebbe at first. Rav Tzvi Yehuda began pulling Yoel away from 

the area as if he wanted to get away. “The altar was not wrapped in etrogim,” Rav Tzvi Yehuda 

repeated. “The altar was wrapped in aravot.”  

 Rav Kook was referencing another way that aravot were used, as described in the Talmud 

Sukkah 45a: “There was a place below Jerusalem, and it was called Motza. They would go 

down and gather branches of aravot, and come and put them on the sides of the altar, and their 

tops would be bent over the altar. As Sukkot came to a close and people left the Temple, they 

would turn to the altar, adorned with the arava for the last time, and proclaim, yofi lach 

mizbeach, yofi lach mizbeach, how beautiful the altar is, how beautiful the aravot were.”  

 In what way is the aravah beautiful? By itself there is nothing eye-catching about it. It’s 

the beauty of hadar that goes on display when it is put together with the lulav and hadassim. 

The simple green leaves create an aesthetic that is on display, in context with the other minim. 

The aravot help create a pleasing and striking overall effect. 

 Similarly, when adorning the mizbeaich there is no need to use objects that are beautiful or 

impressive in their own right. The altar itself was a work of art. What are needed are some 

accents to create an overall pleasing effect. The aravot must not draw attention away from 

mizbeach, but rather add a splash of green to the picture. 

 The beauty of the aravah is found in the way it complements others through its 

dependence on and interaction with them. The aravah is the neediest of the 4 minim. It is the 

most water dependent. Its dependence is manifest not only in its appearance, but also its 

biology. This helps to explain why the aravah plays a major role in our prayers for rain, as our 

water needs are a good example of our dependence on Hashem. 

 The word aravah is related to the Hebrew word for “mixture”. Due to its own simplicity, 

the willow must constantly mix with others- other minim, the mizbeaich, in order to fully 

contribute and be fully appreciated.  

 

Continued on next page…. 
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Dvar Tefila  

An insight from the Siddur to help enhance our prayer experience 

“Tov Lachasot BaHashem Mivtoach BaAdam” (Tehillim 118) 

Part of Hallel (Artscroll Siddur pg. 638) 

The Kotzker Rebbe said that he can understand a poor person who worries what he will 

eat tomorrow (although with  trust in God s/he does not have to worry), but he cannot 

understand the fool who thinks that because he has money today he knows that he will 

eat tomorrow. 

  

 In Hallel, Dovid HaMelech tells us, “It is better to rely on Hashem than to trust a 

person." Isn't this obvious for anyone remotely religious?  What is King David teaching 

us? 

  

 The mefarshim explain that “Livtoach” means to trust that a person will keep his 

promise while "Lachasot" means to believe that you will be helped by someone who 

hasn't even said he will help you. 

  

 King David says that it is better to trust that Hashem will help you even if He hasn't 

promised you anything.  Even if you are undeserving.  The hope of His help is far more 

assured than the promise of your partner, the bank, the government, or your insurance 

company. 

  

 On Succot we leave the safety of our man made sanctuary, our home.  We expose 

ourselves to the elements in our unprotected succah.  We put ourselves under the 

protection of Hashem without any guarantees. In this way we strengthen our faith and 

trust in the Almighty, which brings with it comfort, confidence and joy. 

Continued from previous page … 
 

 An aravah is also a geographic location: a plateau; difficult to access and not useful in 

its own right, but useful as an artery connecting different places.  

 What is beautiful about aravah is that it benefits others without needing to be in the 

limelight. Its combination of humility and benevolence- contributing to others without being 

the focus of attention- is truly beautiful. The aravah is our Jewish symbol of the beauty of 

servant leadership. 

 Traditional leadership often involves the accumulation and exercise of power by one at 

the “top of the pyramid.” By comparison, the servant-leader shares power, puts the needs of 

others first and helps people develop and perform to the best of their abilities. Making others 

look good while worrying less about oneself. This is servant leadership and this is the lesson 

of the aravah.  

 How beautiful is the aravah, indeed! 

D’var Torah : Rabbi Yosef Weinstock
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Sunday, September 23, Erev Sukkot 

6:58pm Light Yom Tov Candles  

7:00pm Mincha/Maariv Main Sanctuary 

First night Sukkot dinner with the Weinstocks in the Young Israel Sukkah 

by prior reservation  

Monday, September 24, First Day Sukkot 

7:00am Shacharit Main Sanctuary 

8:00am Shacharit Rooms 1 & 2 

8:45am Shacharit Beit Midrash 

9:00am Shacharit Main Sanctuary 

9:00am Sephardic Minyan Library 

9:30am YP Minyan Modular 

9:30am Youth Minyan Chapel 

9:30am Teen Minyan Room  5 

7:00pm Mincha  

Between Mincha 

& Maariv 

Lecture with Rabbi Weinstock. “Ethical 

Wills” 

Main Sanctuary 

7:54pm Maariv Main Sanctuary 

After 7:54pm Light Yom Tov candles  

Brotherhood’s Meals in the Sukkah: Grape Juice, Hamotzi & Dips will be available 
Monday night after davening and Monday & Tuesday after 9:00 a.m. Kiddush, as 
well as Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot, weather permitting. Thank you to Sylvia’s 
Kosher Place for generously supplying the food. 

The Feintuch family Tashlich app, for all devices, in memory of their beloved 

father and grandfather, Joseph Katzenstein. Download the app at  

http://www.rustybrick.com/iphone-tashlich.php\  

http://www.rustybrick.com/iphone-tashlich.php
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Yom Tov Safety, Security  

“Safety & Security is everyone’s responsibility. If You See Something Say Something!”  
 

Safety Announcement Stirling Road at SW 33rd Avenue: Please cross Stirling 

Road in the crosswalk after all traffic has stopped. Crossing elsewhere is 

dangerous and illegal. Hollywood Police will control the light on Sunday 6:45-

11:00pm, Monday 7:45am-12:30pm and 6:45-11:00pm, Tuesday 7:45am-12:30pm 

and 3:30-8:30pm. A custodian will manually change the light betw. 6:50 & 7:10am. 

Tuesday, September 25, Second Day Sukkot 

7:00am Shacharit Main Sanctuary 

8:00am Shacharit Rooms 1 & 2 

8:45am Shacharit Beit Midrash 

9:00am Shacharit Main Sanctuary 

9:00am Sephardic Minyan Library 

9:30am YP Minyan Modular 

9:30am Youth Minyan Chapel 

9:30am Teen Minyan Room  5 

3:45pm Early Mincha Beit Midrash 

4:00pm Youth Sukkah Hop begins at the Shul See schedule p.13 

7:00pm Mincha  

Between Mincha 

& Maariv 

Lecture with Rabbi Frieberg. The Mitzvot 

of Sukkot: Paradoxical or Complimentary?  

Main Sanctuary 

7:54pm Maariv Main Sanctuary 

7:54pm Yom Tov ends  

Thank you to our sponsors 

All Kiddushim in the 

Sukkah both days 

Sukkot 

Shabbat Sponsors Group 

Youth Minyan Dairy 

Kiddush 1st Day Sukkot 

In the Sukkah 

Pulpit Flowers Amiel & Jessica LIndenbaum in honor of Rabbi 

Weinstock, Rabbi Frieberg, and all the Rabbis in the 

house!! 
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Bahor ben Merhai (Boris Yusupov-Roman Yusupov’s father), Baruch Zvi ben 
Rivka Batya (Rabbi Dr. Brian Galbut-Daniel Galbut’s cousin), Binyamin ben 
Chemla (Binyamin Israel), David HaKohen ben Esther (Lev Kandinov’s 
father), Eliezer HaLevi ben Chana (Leon Brauser-Joel Brauser’s father), Gershon 
Matisyahu ben Sara Leah (Gary Lyman, brother of Meryl Palgon and Neil 
Lyman), Solomon ben Solika (Solomon Perez-Ilana Melnitsky’s father), Yaakov 
ben Mira (Jacques Vogel-Michel  Vogel’s father), Yehuda Arieh ben Mindla 
(Philippe Leiberman’s father), Yisroel Yechiel ben Chaya (Michael Reinhard-
Kenny  Reinhard’s father), Yitzchak Chanoch ben Chana (nephew of Vanessa 
Shamah and Lauren Davis).  
 

Chana Ety bat Zirel Libah, Chaya Sara bat Dubra (Irene Berlin-Reva 
Homnick’s mother), Devora bat Sheina Baila, Elka bat Tova (Leona Brauser-Joel 
Brauser’s mother), Feiga Necha bat Pessel (Fay Lerner), Masha bat Ruth (Marcia 
Chonchol-Craig Barany’s mother), Pesyah Kayla Sarah bat Shaindle (Ezra Stern’s 
mother), Raizl bat Chaya (Rose  Silverman-Brenda Pritzker’s mother), Sara Leah 
bat Rochel (Cynthia Lynn Haber-Cheryl Hamburg’s sister), Sara Leah bat 
Bracha (Stacey Deutsch), Shira Raizel Esther bat Mina Zosha (Ruth Messer’s 
granddaughter), Tzirel Libah bat Frimed Mindel (Sylvia Lieberman-Philippe 

Lieberman’s mother), Yocheved bat Tzril (Joan Niad). 

REFUAH SHLEIMAH

WEEKDAY DAILY MINYANIM  

Thurs. & Fri. September 27-28 Chol Hamoed Sukkot 
Minchah/Maariv: 7:00pm   

 

Shacharit 6:00, 7:00, 8:30am Sanctuary 
9:00am Beit Midrash 

Big Sh’bang (Simchat Beit Hashoevah). Join the Splaver, 

Goldberg & Pearl families in sponsoring this event in loving 

memory of Shaani Splaver.  To sponsor, please click on the 

link https://www.yih.org/bigshbang  

Friday night, 9/28 

9:15 p.m. in the 

Shul Sukkah 

Zablotsky Herring Kiddush on Simchat Torah in memory of 

Dr. Shlomo Hochbaum, a”h. Please sign up and join the 

Brotherhood in sponsoring this annual Kiddush www.yih.org/

herringkiddush 

Simchat Torah 

Tuesday, 10/2 

Men’s Softball League:  There are a small number of roster openings for the 

upcoming season of our men’s softball league, starting this fall.  The league 

plays on Sunday mornings at 8:15 at Driftwood Park in Hollywood, and is open to 

anyone over age 18.  For further information, please contact Brett Zuckerman 

at brettzuck@aol.com   

UPCOMING EVENTS

OUR IDF LONE SOLDIERS 
Emma Frank, Sara Shulamit Klein, Rina Reich, Moshe Schiff, Sarina Solomon 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

 Stirling Library’s free college admissions seminar “ Parents and Students: 
Get College Ready!”, for 8th-12th grade students and their parents, continues 
on September 30 at 2pm and October 3 at 6:30pm. Contact the library or Hannah 
Hostyk at stirlinglibraryfriends@gmail.com for more information. 

 Hollywood Community Kollel, 4016 N. 46 Ave. (Winn Dixie shopping center).   

Late Maariv 9:30pm right after Sukkot Wed. 10/3, Thurs. 10/4 & Sun. 10/7, NO 

early Mincha. Early Mincha 2:00pm resumes Mon. 10/8.   

https://www.yih.org/bigshbang
http://www.yih.org/herringkiddush
http://www.yih.org/herringkiddush
mailto:brettzuck@aol.com
mailto:stirlinglibraryfriends@gmail.com
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U.S. Announces Closure of Palestinian Diplomatic 
Mission Over ‘Refusal to Engage with Peace Efforts’ 

The Trump administration announced that it was shutting down the PLO 
diplomatic delegation in Washington, saying in a State Department 
statement that "the PLO has not taken steps to advance the start of direct 
and meaningful negotiations with Israel," as reported by Haaretz. The 
State Department said that the PLO leadership had instead "condemned 
a U.S. peace plan they have not yet seen and refused to engage with the 
U.S. government with respect to peace efforts and otherwise." The 
statement added that the decision was "also consistent with 
Administration and Congressional concerns with Palestinian attempts to 
prompt an investigation of Israel by the International Criminal Court." In 
addition to this announcement, Trump's National Security Adviser John 
Bolton said on Monday that the U.S. will shield Israel from any attempts 
to investigate its actions by the International Criminal Court. "While the 
Court welcomes the membership of the so-called 'State of Palestine,' it 
has threatened Israel—a liberal, democratic nation—with investigation 
into its actions to defend citizens from terrorist attacks in the West Bank 
and Gaza", Bolton said. 
 

 

Our synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our 
community on issues affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more 
by contacting AIPAC at (202) 639-5200 or by visiting www.aipac.org  

 

 

 

 

 

The last two gubernatorial elections in Florida were decided by less than 1% 
of the vote. There is no reason to think this year will be any different. 
Register to vote by October 9 to make sure your voice for Jewish education 
is heard this November. Contact teachflorida@ou.org with questions.  
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https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-u-s-announces-closure-of-palestinian-diplomatic-mission-1.6465643
http://www.aipac.org
mailto:teachflorida@ou.org
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Please go to https://www.yih.org/cruise to fill out the form and respond if you are 

interested in joining this cruise to the Bahamas in November.  

The price is $398 per person all inclusive. A $50 reservation deposit is required. 

https://www.yih.org/cruise
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Sukkot Day Both Days  

Monday & Tuesday 

Time Program Age/Grade Location 

8:30am Babysitting 18months-Nursery 3 Back of House 

9:00am Game Room Pre K - 4th Grade Room 3-4 

9:30am Youth Minyan  5th-7th Grade Chapel 

9:30am Teen Minyan  8th-12th Grade Room 5 

10:00am Shabbat Groups Pre K - 2nd Grade Rooms 2 

10:00am Minyanairres 3rd & 4th Grade Room 1 

Sukkot Day 2, Tuesday 
Sukkah Hop begins at the Shul at 4:00 p.m. 

For K-6th Grade 
Pick up is at 5:30 p.m. at the Eisenmann home 

Grade Snack 1  Party Starts 

K Kenigsberg, D & S Eisenmann YIH 

1B & 2B  Miron, Y & S Eisenmann YIH 

1G & 2 G  Markovich, A & A Eisenmann YIH 

3B Vogel, M & S Eisenmann YIH 

3G Lewinger, N & R Eisenmann YIH 

4B Burger, A & M Eisenmann YIH 

4G Leff, M & C Eisenmann YIH 

5B & 6B  Ben-Aharon, D & A Eisenmann YIH 

5G & 6G  Goldberg, M & T Eisenmann YIH 

Children who attend YIH Youth Groups must be picked up by their parent or legal 

guardian. Only children who are accompanied by a parent may go downstairs. 

Youth Department Sukkot Schedule 
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