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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 7 Elul 5778. We say 
Kiddush Levanah tonight after Ma’ariv, if we can enjoy 
the benefit of the moonlight. 
 

 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p. 820 Hz) (p. 1078 S) (p. 728 Hi) (p. 1024 AS) 

SHOFTIM     Deuteronomy 16:18 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), Rabbi Emeritus,  
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

  

 Lo Takir Panim (16:19). The Torah לא תכיר פנים  .1

addresses the judges: “You shall not respect someone’s 
presence.” Namely that the court must treat everyone 
equally. There was once a dispute between two 
congregants, and the case went to a Din Torah. I was 
appointed to be one of the judges of the Beit Din. I entered 
the room at the appointed time, and I was told that the 
second litigant had entered the room right before I did. He 
saw his rival talking to one of the judges, and he left the 
building. I immediately called him to get an explanation of 
his actions. He explained that when he entered and saw his 
rival talking to one of the judges, he assumed that they knew 
each other. He felt that this was unfair and would lead to an 
unfair trial. So he left, disappointed in the process. This 
incident taught us all a lesson. When the Torah says: You 
shall not respect someone’s presence, it means just that. No 
judge can converse with a litigant without the other litigant 
being in the room. And the conversation with one must 
match the conversation with the other. The proceedings of 
the court must be strictly adhered to, with no slight 
appearance of favoritism! (RED) 
 

2. “And come before the Levitical priests, or the judge in 
charge at the time, and present your problem...” (17:9). The 
words “at the time” are important because it teaches us to 
follow the rabbinic leadership of our day and not compare 
them to the past. I have been fortunate to live in the time of 
Rav Soloveitchik, Rav Moshe Feinstein, Rav Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach, and the Lubavitcher Rebbe and was 
privileged to meet each one and ask questions of them. 
They are all gone, and the current leadership, in my 
estimation, does not compare to them in knowledge and 
stature. Still and all, I am compelled to revere and respect 
the Rabbis of today! (RED) 
      

 Another interpretation to “at the time” is offered by the 
Sifre, explaining that the words mean a judge may be fit to 
decide a case at a certain time, but is disqualified at another. 
The example is as follows: A judge who was married, but 
whose wife died or was divorced from him, is permitted to 
try a case involving the woman’s father. Had she lived or 
was not divorced, the judge would be disqualified from 
hearing the case because her father would still be his 
relative. (Me’Am Lo’ez) 
 

3. The Torah talks about a controversial case where the 
court has to distinguish “Bein Dam LeDam”, literally 
between blood and blood. Classical commentaries refer to 
distinctions among various types of murder. There are 
cases where the murder was committed willfully and 
demand the death penalty. There is also an accidental 
murder where the murderer is exiled to one of the Cities of 
Refuge. Today modern medical science has enabled us to 
take this verse more literally. Rabbis trained at the Puah 
Institute in Yerushalayim have learned to see blood and to 

determine by the color if it is uterine blood or not. This ability 
enables the Rabbi to decide whether a woman is a Niddah 
( a menstruant woman ) or not. (I do not possess this ability.) 
To me, blood is blood. Red is red. Every Rabbi receives 
some training in identifying blood to differentiate between 
blood and mucus, but to determine uterine blood from 
cervical blood is a completely different ballgame. And 
maybe this is what the Torah was saying. 
 

4. MA’AMADOT. When we think of Ma’amadot, we think of 
the Leviyim and Kohanim who were organized into groups 
who took turns serving in the Holy Temple. There were 24 
cities of Kohanim spread out in the country and 48 cities of 
Leviyim also spread out in the country. But since the 
sacrifices offered in the Temple came from the nation, it was 
deemed proper to have groups of representatives of 
Yisraelim who would take turns and represent the people in 
the Temple. So the prophets organized Ma’amadot, 24 
groups of people, to come to the Temple and observe the 
public offerings. Each Ma’amad served one week at a time. 
During that week, those of the Ma’amad who lived near 
Yerushalayim were required to spend the week in the Holy 
Temple, while those who were distant from Yerushalayim 
would spend the week in their local synagogue. All the men 
of the Ma’amad would fast from Monday through Thursday 
of that week and pray 5 times a day, instead of the 
customary 3. Added to the regular Davening was a Musaf 
and a Neilah (similar to Yom Kippur). The Torah was read 
twice a day during these services, using the opening chapter 
of the Creation of the World as the text being read. With this 
system of Ma’amadot, all of Israel was intimately linked with 
the service in the Holy Temple. 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 835 Hz) (p. 1094 S) (p. 914 Hi) (p. 1199 AS) 

ISAIAH   51:12 
 

 "Awaken, awaken, put on your strength, O Zion; put on 
the garments of your beauty, Jerusalem the Holy City, for no 
longer shall the uncircumcised or the unclean continue to 
enter you."  (52:1) Awaken from the deep sleep of pain and 
put on the strength you had in the past.  (Mezudat David).  
The uncircumcised are the kingdom of Edom, who are 
uncircumcised.  The unclean are the Ishmaelites, who show 
themselves as being clean and pure with their constant 
bathing, but who are, in fact, unclean because of their evil 
deeds.  These two kingdoms occupied Jerusalem since the 
destruction of the Temple, and they are constantly battling 
over it, first one occupying it and then the other.  From the 
time of the redemption, they shall no longer enter the Holy 
City (Redak). Abravanel points out that God answers the 
Jews with the identical expression with which they prayed to 
Him (see 51:9).  The double expression alludes to the loss 
of the First Temple and the Second Temple.  During the time 
of the Second Temple the Jews were remarkably strong, 
and during the days of the First Temple the city was very 
holy.  Both these gifts will be returned in Messianic times.  
The prophet, therefore, announces, "Awaken, awaken, put 
on your strength" – that you enjoyed during the time of the 
Second Temple;  put on the garments of your beauty, O 
Jerusalem the Holy City – restore your sanctity of the days 
of the First Temple, etc. 
 



"
QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT SHOFTIM 5778 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus 
 

I. From the Text 

1. Where must the judges and police be appointed to serve? (16:18) 

2. How many Sifrei Torah did the king of Israel require? (17:18,19) [See Rashi] 

3. How many Cities of Refuge were to be designated for the expanded part of Eretz Yisrael, east of 
the Jordan River? (19:7) 

4. What penalty is given to Eidim Zomemim/Conspiring Witnesses who lied to convict a person of a 
crime? (19:19) 

5. What city is required to offer atonement through the axed heifer when a corpse is found on the 
road? (21:2,3) 

 II.  From Rashi 

6. You shall erect a pillar (16:22). This is an altar made of one stone. But the patriarchs made such 
altars! Why does Hashem now prohibit them? 

7. If a righteous elder (one who is suitable to sit in the Sanhedrin) rebels and defies a ruling of the 
Sanhedrin, he is executed. When is he executed? (17:13)  

8. What was the maximum number of wives permitted to a king? (17:17) 

9. How many tribal lands were given out by Moshe and Yehoshua? (18:2) 

10. How were the road signs written to designate the way to a City of Refuge? (19:3) 
 III. From the Rabbis 

11. What is the law if a group of 50 witnesses came to testify in a court case, and it is discovered that 
one of them is shown to be false? (Makkot 5b) 

12. The Torah prohibits going to a sorcerer. Which king went to a sorceress? (Or HaChaim) (Samuel I 
(28:7) 

13. The prophets were all to be Jewish and live in Eretz Yisrael. Which prophet prophesied outside of 
Eretz Yisrael (because he had begun his prophecy in Eretz Yisrael)? (Ramban)  
 

IV. From the Haftorah : Isaiah 

14. What is the hope of the Jews in Exile? 
 

 V.  Relationships 
a) Eve (Chava) – Enosh 
b) Noach – Asshur 
c) Mitzrayim – Nimrod 
d) Yosef – Na’aman 

e) Kehat – Peretz 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT SHOFTIM 5778 

 
1. In every city in Eretz Yisrael. 
2. Two: One he placed in in his palace, and the other one he carried with him. 
3. Three.  
4. You should do to them as they had conspired to do to their fellow person. 
5. The city that is closest to the dead body [but not Yerushalayim]. 
6. Over time, these one-stone altars became associated with idolatry and was part of the Canaanite way of life. 
7. They waited until the next Festival and executed him then so that the entire nation shall listen and refrain 

from such behavior.  
8. Eighteen: the number of wives that King David had. 
9. Moshe gave Land to 2 1/2 tribes: Reuven, Gad, and half of Menashe, east of the Jordan River. Yehoshua 

gave Land to 2 1/2 tribes: Yehudah, Ephraim, and half of Menashe. The rest of the twelve tribes claimed 
their lands after Yehoshua died. 

10. The signs would be at crossroads and read: Miklat, Miklat, Refuge, Refuge. 
11. The entire group of 50 witnesses is disqualified.  
12. King Saul.  
13. Ezekiel.  

14. Jews in Exile have to believe in tomorrow: that God remembers us and longs for our return. 
 
Relationships  
a) Grandmother Eve 
b) Grandfather Noach 
c) Father Mitzrayim  
d) Uncle Yosef 
e) First Cousins 
 

 


