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THE SEDER PLATE 
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We have asked many questions. Let us search for the 

answers as we read and tell the story of Passover. 

 

THE JEWISH PEOPLE IN THE LAND OF EGYPT 

 

Long ago, a cruel king called Pharaoh ruled the land of 

Egypt. He made the Jewish people who lived there his 

slaves. They had to work very hard building cities and 

palaces for the Pharaoh. The Jews were hungry and tired. 

MOSES (MOSHE) 

Pharaoh was especially cruel to Jewish children. One mother, Yocheved, hid her baby in a basket on the 

riverbank, so Pharaoh wouldn’t find him. When Pharaoh’s daughter, the princess, came down to the river 

to bathe, she found the baby and decided to take him home to the palace. Miriam, the baby’s sister, saw 

the princess rescue her brother and asked if she needed a baby nurse. The princess said yes. Miriam told 

her mother, and so it happened that Yocheved was able to care for her son and teach him about his people. 
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MOSHE GROWS UP 

 

The princess named the baby Moses. In 

Hebrew his name was Moshe. 

Moshe could have lived at the Pharoah’s 

palace forever, but he could not bear to 

watch the suffering of the Jewish slaves. 

One day, he saw an Egyptian hurting a 

Jewish slave. Moshe defended the 

Jewish slave by killing the Egyptian who 

was hurting him.  

After that, Moshe left Egypt and became 

a shepherd in a faraway land. 

THE BURNING BUSH 

 

One day, when Moshe was taking 

care of his sheep, he saw a bush on 

fire but it wasn’t burning to the 

ground. Then he heard God’s voice 

coming from the bush. God told 

Moshe to take off his shoes because 

he was standing in a holy place. Then 

God told Moshe to go back to Egypt 

to free the Jewish slaves and take 

them away from cruel Pharaoh. 

Moshe was nervous that he couldn’t 

do it, but he listened to God’s 

command. 
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frogs 

blood 

lice 

wild beasts 

cattle 

disease 

sores 

hail 

locusts 
darkness death of the first born 

THE TEN PLAGUES 

God sent 10 plagues to Egypt to convince Pharaoh to let His people go. We are grateful for the extraordinary 

things that happened to help us go free. But we’re also sad that other people suffered while we were saved. 

When we remember the Ten Plagues, we dip a pinky finger tinto our cup of grape juice and take one drop out 

for each plague. We’re still joyful, but our cup is not quite as full. 

Moshe returned to Egypt. He 

went to see Pharaoh and told 

him, 

“Let My People Go” 

But Pharaoh refused to listen 

to him. 
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FREEDOM 

 

Each plague frightened Pharaoh, and each time he promised to free the slaves. But then his heart would 

harden and he would change his mind. Before the last plague, God instructed the Jewish people to put the 

blood of a lamb on the doorposts of their homes to show that there were Jewish people living there. When the 

plague was coming that night, it would pass over the homes of the Jewish people. The final plague was so 

harsh that Pharaoh agreed to let the Jewish people go. 

They people got ready very quickly. They didn’t have time to bake bread for their journey. Instead, they put 

raw dough on their backs. The sun baked it into hard crackers called matzah. 

The Jewish people followed Moshe. When they got to the Red Sea, God told Moshe to hold up his walking 

stick. When he did, a strong wind parted the sea, and the Jewish people walked across on dry land. But, 

Pharaoh had once again changed his mind and chased after the Jewish people. When the Egyptians got to the 

Red Sea and tried to cross it too, God closed the waters over them and drowned them all.  

When the Jewish people were safely on the other side, Miriam let them all in songs of thanks to God. 
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