
Holiness is a bedrock of spirituality, and yet extremely
difficult to define. Is it about aesthetics, humility,
kindness, or a free-standing quality?
 
Rabbi Issac Scher (late dean of the Slabodka Yeshiva in
Lithuania and Bnei Brak, Israel) had a unique way of
putting it. Holiness, he wrote, is about value and
importance; it's about understanding that every object or
experience we encounter has intrinsic and eternal value.
Life, every second of it, is holy and valuable! 

Everything is holy, but we must see it that way because we
have the free will to choose a very different perspective. If
holiness is about value, a certain reverence for life itself,
then unholiness is all about irreverence, a sense that
nothing has any intrinsic value.

Though all things and all times have inherent holiness,
Shabbat and the chagim are especially holy; these days, 
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Davening Times for the Upcoming Week:

Shabbat
Mishna Berura Class                     8:25 am
Shacharit:  9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 9:41 am

Sponsored Kiddush following services
Men & Women Learning:           6:20 pm
Mincha:                                               7:20 pm
Maariv:                                                8:22pm

Friday 
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   6:00 pm
Shema should be recited after 8:24 pm

Parashat Ki Teitze
August 26 , 2023  ~~  9 Elul 5783

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.yidenver.org  ~  office@yidenver.org

Earliest Candle Lighting:           6:18 pm

Candle Lighting                           7:23pm

Havdallah                                       8:22 pm

free from financial burdens, we can pay attention to our
relationship with others and Hashem. In the weekday
frenzy, it's easy to lose perspective of what truly matters
and what is a means to an end.
 
Monday morning arrives with a big question mark: How
will we prioritize our time this week? Will we live lives of
kedusha, where we appreciate the value of time and
experience, or will we get lost in a sea of distractions? If
checking the phone has come to define "important," then
artificial urgency, not kedusha, has become our life's
defining feature.

The Gaon (genius) Rav Eliyhau of Vilna once hired the
Maggid (preacher) of Dubno to rebuke him. "It's no great
trick to closet yourself in your room and study Torah all
day," said the Maggid. "Go out and interact with the
world, and then keep to your incredible spiritual stature; 
 that Continued on next page

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

We look forward to you joining us this Shabbat!

Shacharit
Sun:                                             8:00 am
Mon, Thurs:                                 6:30 am
Tue, Wed, Fri:                              6:35 am

Mincha
Sun - Thur:          7:20 pm
Fri:                         5:50 pm   

All times are listed at yidenver.org/calendar Sponsorships available at yidenver.org/torahdedication

http://yidenver.org/torahdedication


D'var Torah (cont.)

now that would be something!" The Gaon answered, "I'm not looking to do anything fancy. I was brought into this world
to study Torah diligently, and that's what I intend to do."

The Gaon's diligence immeasurably and eternally enhanced the world. Most of us, however, are not the Vilna Gaon, and
we often interact with a culture alien to our Torah values. How do we remain faithful to the Torah? And critically, how
can we empower our children to live with kedusha long after they've grown up and forged their own path?

Let's turn to the Parsha for inspiration. "And when you go to war with your enemies, you should be vigilant against all
evil… and your camp shall be holy (23:10)." Rabenu Bachya ibn Pekuda (11th century) wrote that the true war isn't waged
in the trenches but within the recesses of our hearts. The best weapon for the moral battles of life is avoiding evil. Don't
rent brain space to negativity, and if you must spend time with people who slander and malign others, shut your ears
and get out fast. The same goes for all sorts of moral depravity; when you can stay far away, do.

After we've taken steps to avoid evil, we move on to making our camp a place of kedusha. Fill your time with Torah study
and Mitzvot. Ensure that Torah books are prominent in the home and that Torah study has an important place on the
calendar. 

Kedusha, says Rabbi Issach Scher, is all about chashivut, importance. To live a life of kedusha, we need to adhere to the
following two-step process. Step one: Live intentionally and begin cutting away the unnecessary and undesirable. Step
two: Choose to invest your energy in what truly matters. Infuse your Judaism with passion and commitment — make it
important. 

Values must be caught, not taught. If we live with kedusha, others take notice. It's about taking a stand, not standing out,
so humbly, quietly, let's model for our children the incredible meaning of living our values.
 
Ask not what you would die for but what you would live for.

THANK
YOU!

THANK
YOU!

We Value our Volunteers!!
We appreciate our many members and friends who graciously

volunteer their time to make our shul run.
 

We have opportunities for volunteering in many areas of our shul,
including:

Around the House: For those good with DIY Projects, Light Maintenance, or Yardwork
Holidays: So Many Holidays - So Much to do! Help with Shul Set-up, Lulav and Etrog
Sale, Special Cooking, Special Events
Hospitality: Help us Welcome our New Members, and Set-up Meals for Visitors
Kiddush: Join the Kiddush Crew to help with Set-up, Prep, Clean-up and Shopping
Programming: Plan Social and Educational Events

And So Much More!
Visit www.yidenver.org/volunteering for more details and to sign up 



YID Announcements

Refuah Shlemah

Members' Milestones

YI Denver Announcements

Michael ben Sara
Mika Ester bat Adi
Miriam Adina bat Sara
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Naama
Penina Devorah bat Shulamit Itka
Rachel Yehudit bat Sarah Esther
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Saige bat Hannah
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah
Shalom Shimon ben Rachel

Ezra Fischer, Brad Scher, Kim Fishman

Names are kept on the list until Shabbat Mevarchim. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@yidenver.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny
Shoshanah bat Miriam
Tzvi Aryeh ben Necha Zissel
Yael bat Tamar
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef ben Sarah Imenu
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yosefa Peral Chana bat Rivkah Tziporah
Yossef ben Dinah
Ze'ev Shmuel ben Helena

Kiddush sponsored by Brad and Judi Scher in honor of the community for being so welcoming to us over the past 3+

years and end of the summer.

Shabbat Afternoon Shiur for men and women will be led by Elan Penn at 6:20 pm. “Parsha Insights: On the Meaning of Life.”

Mazal Tov to Josh and Sarah Drexler on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Shia at The Denver Kehillah this Shabbat.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the Summer Celebration! Thank you to Mark Raphaely and Mor Shapiro for

planning the event, and to all our volunteers who shopped, set-up, grilled, prepped and cleaned-up. See pics on pg 6-7.

Active Threat Training at the JCC, Tues., Sept 5 at 7:45 pm. This is important training for all our congregation and we

encourage everyone to attend. Notice new location since we are inviting other shuls to train with us. See flier on page 5.

High Holiday Registration is now open. www.yidenver.org/hh2023. Deadline for registration is Sunday, Sept 3.

Order your Lulav and Etrog at www.yidenver.org/lulav2023. Deadline for ordering is Thursday, Sept 14.

Upcoming Scholars-in-Residence We are excited to bring in Rabbi Shalom Hammer, to YID for Rosh Hashana and Yom

Kippur; and Rabbi Yitzchok Etshalom for Shmini Atzeret and Simchat Torah.  More information to follow.

Watch Rabbi Halpern's one-minute Dvar Torah video at www.yidenver.org/video-dvar

Aliza bat Batsheva
Amalia Sarit bat Avram
Bella bat Malka
Chaya Sarah Miriam bat Esther
Daniel David Yitzchak ben Shulamit
Hannah bat Naomi Miriam
HaRav Benyomin Daniel ben Chaya
Masha bat Rivka
Menasha Lev ben Yosepha
Michael ben Bayla

Harriet Brooks Channah Rochel bat Zev Volf  (10 Elul)

Come Learn With Us

Mishna Berura Shiur Join Rabbi Halpern Shabbat at 8:25 am. "From Bees to the Runaway Dog: Trapping on Shabbos."
Shabbat Afternoon Shiur for men and women will be led by Elan Penn at 6:20 pm. “Parsha Insights: On the Meaning of Life.”
Beit Midrash Night is on hiatus for the summer. 
Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package  mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
http://www.yidenver.org/hh2023
http://www.yidenver.org/lulav2023
https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmizrachi.org%2Fhamizrachiweekly&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40CUANSCHUTZ.EDU%7C27ed2bc58882442d5e2a08dab80df37e%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638024667513495351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR539vgOLi6VxZNwbickSFFgqZL69dfPY6E6jA3RDDI%3D&reserved=0


Community Happenings

This Week in Jewish History

Community Screening of Golda, with a post-film conversation with Lena Fishman of the Golda Meir House Museum,

8/28 at 7 pm at SIE FilmCenter (2510 E Colfax Ave). Tickets at denverfilm.eventive.org/films/64d5381a16e6bf004f2cb63a
Bais Menachem presents Uncle Moishy concert on 8/27 at 2 pm at the JCC Philips Social Hall (350 S. Dahlia St).

Tickets at www.chabadcolorado.com.

Save the Date - Sept 27, Mizel Museum annual Babi Yar Remembrance Ceremony at Babi Yar Memorial Park.

Pikes Peak Library District will host the Americans and the Holocaust, a traveling exhibition from the U.S. Holocaust

Memorial Museum that examines the motives, pressures, and fears that shaped Americans’ responses to Nazism,

war, and genocide in Europe during the 1930s and 1940s. Exhibit dates: Sept 5 - Oct 11. ppld.org/HolocaustExhibit
Community Singles Mingle in the Sukkah, for singles 50+. Oct 3 at the BMH Sukkah, 6-8pm. Hors d'oeuvres,

cocktails, music, fun! RSVP by 9/29 at www.bmh-bj.org/event/singles-mingle.html
East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make donations.

The Mikvah of East Denver (MOED) is open for Women's immersion, Men's immersion and Keilim immersion. Visit

www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for membership, registration and to schedule an appointment.

Thank you to Avi Polotsky for compiling this section.

(1) https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-hebron-massacre-of-1929.
(2) https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/gal-fridman-2

17 Av 5689 (August 23, 1929)
A tragic and violent event unfolded in Hebron, then part of British Mandate Palestine. Arab mobs launched a brutal attack
on the Jewish community, resulting in the merciless killing of approximately 67 Jews and the wounding of many others.
Homes and businesses were looted, and the survivors were forced to flee, leading to the abandonment of a centuries-old
Jewish presence in Hebron. Jews would not return to Hebron until after the Six Day War in 1967. (1)

8 Elul 5764 (August 25, 2004)
Windsurfer Gal Friedman (b. 1975) clinched Israel's first Olympic Gold Medal. Against the backdrop of the Athens Summer
Olympics, Friedman's remarkable triumph marked a watershed moment for Israel's athletic accomplishments. He
showcased skill and determination by securing victory on the waters and elevated Israel's presence in the global sporting
arena. Friedman's Gold Medal was a source of immense national pride. (2)

Welcome to our new YI Denver Members!

~  Jean Claude and Carol Recca  ~
Interested in becoming a member or know someone who is? 

Please email office@yidenver.org

http://denvereruv.org/
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?iD4s0Z
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?uVOFfi


A comprehensive training program
to counter and active threat
event developed for faith-based
institutions and houses of worship

Identify and explain the steps to
survive an active threat incident:
RUN, HIDE, FIGHT.

Understand how to prepare for an
active threat event

Know how to respond to law 
enforcement's arrival

Recognize the importance of
additional trainings such as Stop
the Bleed

Commit to action during an active
threat event.

Tuesday, Sept. 5 @ 7:45 pm
JCC (350 S. Dahlia St)

New
Location!



More pictures at www.yidenver.org/summer2023pictures

http://www.yidenver.org/summer2023pictures



