
In preparation for the entry into Eretz Yisrael, Moshe
warned the Jews not to be influenced by the ways of the
Canaanites, who used all sorts of means to predict the
future. Instead, "You should be complete and whole with
Hashem, your G-d."

Rashi explains the verse with a quote from Sifri, "walk
with Hashem with wholesomeness; don't be concerned
with the future; accept all that comes your way with
simplicity; this way, you will be with Hashem." According
to Sifri, the main message is one of trust. Don't bother
with the fortune teller; Hashem is sending you precisely
what you need. 

According to Targum Onkelos, however, the main point is
fear, not trust. Onkelos renders the verse: "You should be
whole and complete in your fear of Hashem." It is difficult
to understand the approach of the Onkelos, for the
surrounding
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Davening Times for the Upcoming Week:

Shabbat
Mishna Berura Class                     8:25 am
Shacharit:  9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 9:39 am

Sponsored Kiddush following services
Men & Women Learning:           6:30 pm
Mincha:                                               7:30 pm
Maariv:                                                8:33pm

Friday 
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   6:15 pm
Shema should be recited after 8:35 pm

Parashat Shoftim
August 19 , 2023  ~~  2 Elul 5783

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.yidenver.org  ~  office@yidenver.org

Earliest Candle Lighting:           6:27 pm

Candle Lighting                           7:33 pm

Havdallah                                       8:33 pm

surrounding verses are all about Canaanite practices.
How does Fear of Heaven fit the context?

To answer this question, let's explore the idea of bitachon
(trust in Hashem).
 
What does it mean to trust Hashem? Does it mean to
assume that Hashem will fulfill my will? The obvious
answer is no. Faith and trust are to recognize that
Hashem knows best, and my perception of good is
minimal and may be wrong. Developing trust is to put
aside my will (desires, wants) and learn to desire what
Hashem desires. Otherwise, our trust may be
hypocritical. If I recognize that good is what Hashem
considers good (Torah morality), how do I explain my
choices to do what I see as good when it is in opposition to
the Will of Hashem??

Continued on next page

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

We look forward to you joining us this Shabbat!

Shacharit
Sun:                                             8:00 am
Mon, Thurs:                                 6:30 am
Tue, Wed, Fri:                              6:35 am

Mincha
Sun - Thur:          7:30 pm
Fri:                        6:00 pm   

All times are listed at yidenver.org/calendar Sponsorships available at yidenver.org/torahdedication

Join us this Sunday at 5pm at our Summer Celebration BBQ!

http://yidenver.org/torahdedication


D'var Torah (cont.)

Fear of Hashem is to moral choices what trust in Hashem is to life's happenings. Both are applications of the same idea
— Hashem is good, and His will for us is the best possible good, whether we appreciate it immediately or not.

Onkelos teaches us that fear of Heaven is the antidote to the superstitious Canaanite ways. While Sifri focuses directly
on trust, Onkelos reminds us that fear of Heaven is the road to calm reliance on Hashem. There are two roads to the
same wonderful destination; to live a successful life, we must travel both. 

Sfas Emes homiletically explains the opening of this week's Parsha to reflect this very idea. "You should place judges and
officers in the entranceway of your gates." The gates are the "gates" to our hearts. How do we guard the entrances to the
heart? How do we find our way through the dense fog of petty desire and frustration that often clouds our thinking? The
answer: Remember that Hashem also gifted us our heart — our will and His Will are one (see Pirkei Avot 2:4). 

Come Learn With Us

Mishna Berura Shiur Join Rabbi Halpern Shabbat at 8:25 am. "From Bees to the Runaway Dog: Trapping on Shabbos."
Shabbat Afternoon Shiur for men and women will be led by Rabbi Halpern at 6:30 pm “All You Knead to Know About
Dough: The Mitzvah of Challah.”
Beit Midrash Night is on hiatus for the summer. 
Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package  mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly

THANK
YOU!

THANK
YOU!

We Value our Volunteers!!
We appreciate our many members and friends who graciously

volunteer their time to make our shul run.
 

We have opportunities for volunteering in many areas of our shul,
including:

Around the House: For those good with DIY Projects, Light Maintenance, or Yardwork
Holidays: So Many Holidays - So Much to do! Help with Shul Set-up, Lulav and Etrog
Sale, Special Cooking, Special Events
Hospitality: Help us Welcome our New Members, and Set-up Meals for Visitors
Kiddush: Join the Kiddush Crew to help with Set-up, Prep, Clean-up and Shopping
Programming: Plan Social and Educational Events

And So Much More!
Visit www.yidenver.org/volunteering for more details and to sign up 

https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmizrachi.org%2Fhamizrachiweekly&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40CUANSCHUTZ.EDU%7C27ed2bc58882442d5e2a08dab80df37e%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638024667513495351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR539vgOLi6VxZNwbickSFFgqZL69dfPY6E6jA3RDDI%3D&reserved=0


YID Announcements

Refuah Shlemah

Members' Milestones

YI Denver Announcements

Michael ben Sara
Mika Ester bat Adi
Miriam Adina bat Sara
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Naama
Penina Devorah bat Shulamit Itka
Rachel Yehudit bat Sarah Esther
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Saige bat Hannah
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah
Shalom Shimon ben Rachel

Carmielle Bean, Ellie Perlmutter

Names are kept on the list until Shabbat Mevarchim. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@yidenver.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny
Shoshanah bat Miriam
Tzvi Aryeh ben Necha Zissel
Yael bat Tamar
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef ben Sarah Imenu
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yosefa Peral Chana bat Rivkah Tziporah
Yossef ben Dinah
Ze'ev Shmuel ben Helena

Kiddush sponsored by the Ancel Family In loving memory and honor of Zalman Ancel z”l for his second Yartzeit

Friday, Elul 8 (August 25).

Shabbat Afternoon Shiur for men and women will be led by Rabbi Halpern at 6:30 pm. “All You Knead to Know About

Dough: The Mitzvah of Challah.”

We will be joined by Aish Kodesh for Seudah Shelishit this Shabbat following Mincha at 7:30 pm.

Mazal Tov to Joseph and Andrea Friedman on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Yoav at Aish Kodesh this Shabbat.

Mazal Tov to Keith Pritchard and Laura Abramson-Pritchard on the wedding of their daughter, Golda to Lior Siri this

Sunday in Israel.

YI Denver's Community-Wide Summer Celebration. This Sunday, Aug 20 at 5:00 pm. Fun for everyone! Enjoy an

outdoor BBQ dinner - with wine, beer and Prosecco. Bouncy House, 18 foot Inflatable Slide, Arts & Crafts and More!

Free for YI Denver members. $18/person for non-members ($72 family max). Register at  www.yidenver.org/summer2023

High Holiday Registration is now open. www.yidenver.org/hh2023. Deadline for registration is Sunday, Sept 3.

Order your Lulav and Etrog at www.yidenver.org/lulav2023. Deadline for ordering is Thursday, Sept 14.

Active Threat Training for YI Denver. Tuesday, Sept 5 at 7:45 pm. This is important training for all our congregation

and we encourage everyone to attend. See flier on page 6.

Watch Rabbi Halpern's one-minute Dvar Torah video at www.yidenver.org/video-dvar

Aliza bat Batsheva
Amalia Sarit bat Avram
Bella bat Malka
Chaya Sarah Miriam bat Esther
Daniel David Yitzchak ben Shulamit
Hannah bat Naomi Miriam
HaRav Benyomin Daniel ben Chaya
Masha bat Rivka
Menasha Lev ben Yosepha
Michael ben Bayla

Zalman  Ancel (8 Elul)

Joseph & Naomi Miriam Miller

Mark & Sarah Raphaely 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
http://www.yidenver.org/hh2023
http://www.yidenver.org/lulav2023


Community Happenings

This Week in Jewish History

Mazal Tov to Yaneev and Sarah Leah  Golombek on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Avrah. The community is

invited to a Women's Seudah Shelishit this Shabbat 8/19 at BMH. 6:30-8:30 pm. Avrah's Dvar Torah at 7:00 pm.

Election 2024 GOP Debate watch party with Maxwell Rotbart. Nonpartisan. Civics education. Open to 8-12 graders. 

 EDOS (198 S. Holly) 8/23 6:30-9:30 pm. No cost. Pizza provided. RSVP required tinyurl.com/gopdebate0823 by 8/21.

The Jewish Experience Annual Wine & Cheese Gala A Night at the Museum: Tribute to Jewish Learning. August 24, at the

History Colorado Center. Featuring the curator of the Living Torah Museum. Tickets at www.theje.com/jewishlearning
Bais Menachem presents Uncle Moishy concert on 8/27 at 2 pm at the JCC Philips Social Hall (350 S. Dahlia St).

Tickets at www.chabadcolorado.com.

Save the Date - Sept 27, Mizel Museum annual Babi Yar Remembrance Ceremony at Babi Yar Memorial Park.

Pikes Peak Library District will host the Americans and the Holocaust, a traveling exhibition from the U.S. Holocaust

Memorial Museum that examines the motives, pressures, and fears that shaped Americans’ responses to Nazism,

war, and genocide in Europe during the 1930s and 1940s. Exhibit dates: Sept 5 - Oct 11. ppld.org/HolocaustExhibit
East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make donations.

The Mikvah of East Denver (MOED) is open for Women's immersion, Men's immersion and Keilim immersion. Visit

www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for membership, registration and to schedule an appointment.

Thank you to Avi Polotsky for compiling this section.

Shabbat Afternoon Learning

for men and women
 

~ August 2023 ~

August 5 - Liora Wittlin - 6:45 pm

August 12 - Elan Penn - 6:50 pm

August 19 - Rabbi Halpern - 6:30 pm

August 26 - Elan Penn - 6:20 pm

13 Av 5673 (August 16, 1913)
Menachem Begin, a prominent figure in Jewish and Israeli history, was born. He would go on to become the sixth Prime
Minister of Israel, serving from 1977 to 1983. Begin was a key leader in the struggle for Israel's independence and played a
crucial role in the historic Camp David Accords, which led to a peace treaty between Israel and Egypt. His legacy is marked
by his dedication to national security and his efforts to promote peace in the Middle East. (1)

7 Elul 5675 (August 17, 1915)
Jewish factory manager Leo Frank was violently abducted from prison in Marietta, Georgia, and subsequently lynched by a
mob. Frank had been unjustly convicted of the murder of Mary Phagan, a 13-year-old employee at the pencil factory he
managed. His trial was marred by anti-Semitic sentiment, and his lynching highlighted the prevailing prejudice and
systemic injustices of the time. Decades later, in 1986, Frank was posthumously pardoned. (2)

(1) https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/menachem-begin.
(2) https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/leo-frank

http://tinyurl.com/gopdebate0823
http://denvereruv.org/


Outdoor  BBQ Dinner with 
Wine,  Beer  & Prosecco.

 

Bouncy House ,  18 ft  Inf latable  Sl ide ,
Arts  & Crafts ,  and More!

 

Fun for  Everyone!

Sun day,  A ugust  20
5:00 pm

YI  Denv er  (4 40  S .  M o n a co Pkw y )

C o m m u n i t y - W i d eSummer 
Celebration

F r e e  f o r  a l l  Y ID  m e m b e r s !
Non-Members -  $18/person ($72 family  max)

Register at www.yidenver.org/summer2023

THIS

SUNDAY!!!





Parents of 6th-12th graders
Join the DeNCSY whatsapp groups

 to stay updated on all the 
NCSY events. 

Text Rabbi Fry at 847-868-4096 

6-8th Grade Registration
https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/460532/j
unior-denver-ncsy-kickoff-event-at-dave-

busters6th8th-grade

9-12th Grade Registration
https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/460531/
denver-ncsy-kickoff-at-dave-and-busters

https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/460532/junior-denver-ncsy-kickoff-event-at-dave-busters6th8th-grade/
https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/460532/junior-denver-ncsy-kickoff-event-at-dave-busters6th8th-grade/
https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/460532/junior-denver-ncsy-kickoff-event-at-dave-busters6th8th-grade/

