
At the beginning of this parsha Moses performs a tikkun, a
mending of the past, namely the sin of the Golden Calf.
The Torah signals this by using essentially the same word
at the beginning of both episodes. It eventually became a
key word in Jewish spirituality: k-h-l, “to gather, assemble,
congregate.” From it we get the words kahal and kehillah,
meaning “community.” Far from being merely an ancient
concern, it remains at the heart of our humanity. As we
will see, recent scientific research confirms the
extraordinary power of communities and social networks
to shape our lives.

First, the biblical story. The episode of the Golden Calf
began with these words: “When the people saw that Moses
was so long in coming down from the mountain, they
gathered themselves [vayikahel] around Aaron.” Ex. 32:1.

At the beginning of this parsha, having won G-d’s
forgivene
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Davening Times for the Upcoming Week:

Shabbat (Shacharit at BMH Fisher Hall)
Mishna Berura Class             8:25 am
Shacharit:                                  9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 10:07 am

Sponsored Kiddush Luncheon  following services
Mincha (At YI Denver):        6:45 pm
Maariv:                                       7:50 pm

forgiveness and brought down a second set of tablets,
Moses began the work of rededicating the people: “Moses
assembled [vayakhel] the entire Israelite congregation.” Ex.
35:1. They had sinned as a community. Now they were
about to be reconstituted as a community. Jewish
spirituality is first and foremost a communal spirituality.

Note, too, exactly what Moses does in this parsha. He
directs their attention to the two great centres of
community in Judaism, one in space, the other in time.
The one in time is Shabbat. The one in space was the
Mishkan, the Tabernacle, that led eventually to the Temple
and later to the synagogue. These are where the kehillah
lives most powerfully: on Shabbat when we lay aside our
private devices and desires and come together as a
community; and the synagogue, where community has its
home.

Friday 
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   6:50 pm
Shema should be recited after 7:48 pm

Parashat Vayakhel-Pekudei
March 18, 2023  ~~  25 Adar 5783

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.yidenver.org  ~  office@yidenver.org

Candle Lighting    6:50 pm

Havdallah                7:50 pm

Continued on next page

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

We look forward to you joining us this Shabbat!

Shacharit
Sun:                                                 8:00 am
Mon:                                                        6:30 am
Tues, Wed, Fri:                                  6:35 am 
Thurs (Rosh Chodesh):                  6:20 am

Mincha
Sun - Thurs:        6:55 pm
Fri:                        7:00 pm   

All times are listed at yidenver.org/calendar Sponsorships available at yidenver.org/torahdedication

Shabbat
Mevarchim

Hachodesh

Rosh Chodesh Nisan is Thursday 3/23

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.32.1?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.35.1?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker


D'var Torah (cont.)

Judaism attaches immense significance to the individual. Every life is like a universe. Each one of us, though we are
all in G-d’s image, is different, therefore unique and irreplaceable. Yet the first time the words “not good” appear in
the Torah are in the verse, “It is not good for man to be alone” (Gen. 2:18). Much of Judaism is about the shape and
structure of our togetherness. It values the individual but does not endorse individualism.

Ours is a religion of community. Our holiest prayers can only be said in the presence of a minyan, the minimum
definition of a community. When we pray, we do so as a community. Martin Buber spoke of I-and-Thou, but Judaism
is really a matter of We-and-Thou. Hence, to atone for the sin the Israelites committed as a community, Moses
sought to consecrate community in time and place.

This has become one of the fundamental differences between tradition and the contemporary culture of the West. We
can trace this in the titles of three landmark books about American society. In 1950, David Riesman, Nathan Glazer,
and Reuel Denney published an insightful book about the changing character of Americans, called The Lonely Crowd.
In 2000, Robert Putnam of Harvard published Bowling Alone, an account of how more Americans than ever were
going ten-pin bowling, but fewer were joining bowling clubs and leagues. In 2011, Sherry Turkle of MIT published a
book on the impact of smartphones and social networking software called Alone Together.

Listen to those titles. They are each about the advancing tide of loneliness, successive stages in the long, extended
breakdown of community in modern life. Robert Bellah put it eloquently when he wrote that “social ecology is
damaged not only by war, genocide, and political repression. It is also damaged by the destruction of the subtle ties
that bind human beings to one another, leaving them frightened and alone.”[1]

That is why the two themes of parshat Vayakhel – Shabbat and the Mishkan (today, the synagogue) – remain
powerfully contemporary. They are antidotes to the attenuation of community. They help restore “the subtle ties that
bind human beings to one another.” They reconnect us to community.

Consider Shabbat. Michael Walzer, the Princeton political philosopher, draws attention to the difference between
holidays and holy days (or as he puts it, between vacations and Shabbat).[2] The idea of a vacation as a private holiday
is relatively recent. Walzer dates it to the 1870s. Its essence is its individualist (or familial) character. “Everyone plans
his own vacation, goes where he wants to go, does what he wants to do.” Shabbat, by contrast, is essentially collective.
“You, your son and daughter, your male and female servant, your ox, your donkey, your other animals, and the
stranger in your gates.” Deut. 5:14.

It is public, shared, the property of us all. A vacation is a commodity. We buy it. Shabbat is not something we buy. It
is available to each on the same terms: “enjoined for everyone, enjoyed by everyone.” We take vacations as individuals
or families. We celebrate Shabbat as a community.

Something similar is true about the synagogue – the Jewish institution, unique in its day, that was eventually
adopted by Christianity and Islam in the form of the church and mosque. We noted above Robert Putnam’s argument
in Bowling Alone, that Americans were becoming more individualistic. There was a loss, he said, of “social capital,”
that is, the ties that bind us together in shared responsibility for the common good.

Continued on next page

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.18?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.5.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker


D'var Torah (cont.)

A decade later, Putnam revised his thesis.[3] Social capital, he said, still exists, and you can find it in churches and
synagogues. Regular attendees at a place of worship were – so his research showed – more likely than others to give
money to charity, engage in voluntary work, donate blood, spend time with someone who is depressed, offer a seat to
a stranger, help find someone a job, and many other measures of civic, moral, and philanthropic activism. They are,
quite simply, more public spirited than others. Regular attendance at a house of worship is the most accurate predictor of
altruism, more so than any other factor, including gender, education, income, race, region, marital status, ideology,
and age.

Most fascinating of his findings is that the key factor is being part of a religious community. What turned out not to be
relevant is what you believe. The research findings suggest that an atheist who goes regularly to a house of worship
(perhaps to accompany a spouse or a child) is more likely to volunteer in a soup kitchen than a fervent believer who
prays alone. The key factor again is community.

This may well be one of the most important functions of religion in a secular age, namely, keeping community alive.
Most of us need community. We are social animals. Evolutionary biologists have suggested recently that the huge
increase in brain size represented by Homo sapiens was specifically to allow us to form more extended social
networks. It is the human capacity to co-operate in large teams – rather than the power of reason – that marks us off
from other animals. As the Torah says, it is not good to be alone.

Recent research has shown something else as well. Who you associate with has a powerful impact on what you do and
become. In 2009 Nicholas Christakis and James Fowler statistically analysed a group of 5,124 subjects and their
53,228 ties to friends, family, and work colleagues. They found that if a friend takes up smoking, it makes it
significantly more likely (by 36 per cent) that you will. The same applies to drinking, slenderness, obesity, and many
other behavioural patterns.[4] We become like the people we are close to.

A study of students at Dartmouth College in the year 2000 found that if you share a room with someone with good
study habits, it will probably raise your own performance. A 2006 Princeton study showed that if your sibling has a
child, it makes it 15 per cent more likely that you will too within the next two years. There is such a thing as “social
contagion.” We are profoundly influenced by our friends – as indeed Maimonides states in his law code, the Mishneh
Torah.[5]

Which brings us back to Moses and Vayakhel. By placing community at the heart of the religious life and by giving it
a home in space and time – the synagogue and Shabbat – Moses was showing the power of community for good, as
the episode of the Golden Calf had shown its power for bad. Jewish spirituality is for the most part profoundly
communal. Hence my definition of Jewish faith: the redemption of our solitude.

[1] Robert Bellah et al., Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1985), 284.
[2] Michael Walzer, Spheres of Justice (Oxford: Blackwell, 1983), 190–96.
[3] Robert Putnam and David E. Campbell, American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us (New York: Simon & Schuster, 
2010).
[4] Nicholas Christakis and James H. Fowler, Connected: The Surprising Power of Our Social Networks and How They Shape Our Lives 
(New York: Little, Brown, 2009).
[5] See Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deot 6:1.



YID Announcements

Refuah Shlemah

Members' Milestones

YI Denver Announcements

Community Happenings

Miriam Adina bat Sara
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Mordechai ben Shanaleaha
Naama
Penina Devorah bas Shulamit Itka
Renah Noa bat Shoshanah
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Saige bat Hannah
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah

Havah Eve Rabinovitz, Aharon Miretzky, Nurit Rotbart, Sophie Pomeranz, Alana Perlmutter

Names are kept on the list until Shabbat Mevarchim. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@yidenver.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Shalom Shimon ben Rachel
Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny
Shoshanah bat Miriam
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef ben Sarah Imenu
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yossef ben Dinah
Ze'ev Shmuel ben Helena

Reminder Shabbat morning services will be held at BMH Fisher Hall. Friday Night and Shabbat afternoon davening
will take place at YI Denver.
Rabbi Halpern's Shabbat morning Mishna Berura Shiur will be at 8:25 am in Fisher Hall.
Mazal Tov to Drs. Alex and Hanah Polotsky on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Yoshi. The Polotsky family sends a
warm welcome and a thank you to all friends and family from near and far who are celebrating with them this
Shabbat, including Gene, Tanya & Judy Nadelson (Livingston, NJ), Rachel Polotsky & Cole Winston (Baltimore,
MD), Annette Givner Posner (Miami, FL), Ella, Sam, Jacob, Daniel & Misha Shteingart (New Rochelle, NY), Daniel
Persky (Tuscon, AZ), Elias & Hersh Taubenfeld (Hollywood, FL ), and Jolie & Mollie Eisen (Efrat, Israel).
Kiddush Luncheon is sponsored by the Polotsky family in honor of Yoshi's Bar Mitzvah.
Beit Midrash Night Join a class or learn with a chavruta. See information on page 7.
View Rabbi Halpern's weekly one-minute video Dvar Torah at yidenver.org/video-dvar

Aliza bat Batsheva
Alonit bat Yael
Bella bas Malka
Chaya Sarah Miriam bat Esther
Hannah bat Naomi Miriam
HaRav Benyomin Daniel Ben Chaya
Masha bas Rivka
Michael ben Sara
Mika Ester Bat Adi

Howie & Mor Shapiro

ADL's 42nd Annual Governor's Holocaust Remembrance Program featuring Holocaust survivor Paul Galan. Wed 4/19. 

5:30 - 7:00 pm at Temple Emanuel (50 Grape St). Livestream available. www.support.adl.org/ghrp2023
Denver Academy of Torah is now accepting applications for 2023/2024 school year. For more information, contact 

Director of Admissions Nurit Rotbart at nrotbart@datcampus.org or visit datcampus.org

Winter Clothes Drive - Ongoing throughout the winter - we are collecting warm outerwear and clothes for kids and 

adults - all sizes. Drop off at 375 S. Krameria Street.

East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make donations.

The Mikvah of East Denver (MOED) is open for Women's immersion, Men's immersion and Keilim immersion. Visit 

www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for membership, registration and to schedule an appointment.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
http://datminyan.org/video-dvar
http://denvereruv.org/


This Week in Jewish History

1. https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/krakow-cracow
2. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nicholas-II-tsar-of-Russia

Thank you to Avi Polotsky for compiling this section

Come Learn With Us

NEW Beit Midrash Night for men and women. Join a class or learn with a chavruta. Every Wednesday night from 
7:45-8:45 pm at The Jewish Experience (399 S. Monaco Pkwy). See information on page 7.

Mishna Berura Shiur Join Rabbi Halpern Shabbat at 8:25 am. "From Bees to the Runaway Dog: Trapping on Shabbos."
Masechet Megillah Chabura Mondays at 7:30 pm at the home of Michal Elias-Bachrach and Yoni Eckmann, 375 S 
Krameria St. For men and women, all comfort levels welcome, join any time! Contact Michal at ebmichal@gmail.com

Torah from the Land of Israel Led by Ellyn Hutt & The Jewish Experience. Wednesdays, 11am - 12pm MT. Explore the 
weekly parsha with a focus on both the spiritual insights of our Torah text as well as the spiritual insights that reveal 
themselves in the day-to-day life in our holy homeland. Jan. 18-March 31. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86742802886 
OU Women's Initiative Torat Imecha Nach Yomi has started Sefer Tehillim. Sign up at ou.org/women/nach23.
Tehillim 150 is the OU Women's Initiative's program for high-school girls to study a perek of Tehillim each day for 150 

days with Yael Davidowitz.  outorah.org/series/6205
Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package  mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly

6 Adar II 5703 (March 13, 1943)
On this day, the Nazis liquidated the Krakow ghetto. The SS and police conducted an operation in the ghetto resulting in the
murder of roughly 2,000 Jews. Around 2,000 Jews who were deemed fit for labor, along with surviving members of the Jewish
Council and Jewish police force, were transferred to the Plaszow forced-labor camp. The remaining approximately 3,000 Jews
were deported to the Auschwitz-Birkenau killing center in two groups, arriving on March 13 and March 16. Tragically, 2,450
members of that group were murdered in the gas chambers. 

19 Adar 5639 (March 14, 1879)
On this day, Albert Einstein was born in Ulm, Germany. Einstein was a Jewish physicist who made groundbreaking
contributions to the field of science, particularly with his theory of relativity. His work remains a significant influence on
modern physics and continues to inspire scientists today.

21 Adar 5677 (March 15, 1917) 
On this day, Tsar Nicholas II of Russia abdicated the throne due to political and social unrest during the First World War. This
marked the end of the Romanov dynasty's three-century rule and paved the way for the Bolshevik Revolution and the
establishment of the Soviet Union. The change in political power had a significant impact on the Jewish community, as the
new Soviet regime implemented policies of religious suppression that specifically targeted Jews, resulting in the closure of
synagogues, persecution of religious leaders, and strict repression of religious expression. 

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?8hnRLJ
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?Nsdt0E
mailto:ebmichal@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86742802886%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3m0-1d-wY1gQg9CXerTADKaj6ycXHg0fBSxpqQKBvO4fQp6gAbyP0dKl4&h=AT33BWorOivE3lX8AGsvATW5xheRG2hs7x3mh_DoQQ-LANlG5HbQAK1HWA9fbUCqxuj3Vb03Aa-iEBGfubeTj4TPWEjSxkeRDzhgUq34NtJ4c-ovjKGLBlskMpAdoUmpvH7M&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2M8c7UtWs25GtR1E0bknU22KYygF2ySBpjQqNHkqCvxHEkmw4eLJ2F8GJDZ0KDNBGyu21wWi31VFkMIAPJfDybvVO4xGIx5BApWM4r8W2gJ9uxuuhonbq-Hd92kz91x6A2UgKywwoEclh76sJ33bYhHgh_OUsvYlP9KKBtteqJ8ukji22F3XBfNw
http://ou.org/women/nach23?fbclid=IwAR2b8WnrljYRlF_6C8T0WsIglNrrdxfrVdolO95HpPagYdyd99ip2iEXI7w
https://outorah.org/series/6205
https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmizrachi.org%2Fhamizrachiweekly&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40CUANSCHUTZ.EDU%7C27ed2bc58882442d5e2a08dab80df37e%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638024667513495351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR539vgOLi6VxZNwbickSFFgqZL69dfPY6E6jA3RDDI%3D&reserved=0


RSVP for Shabbat lunch and Motzei Shabbat Ice Skating here!
Shabbos Lunch- https://forms.office.com/r/d5gkzhx0V4

Ice Skating-https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/456629/Ice-Skating/



Co-sponsored by

 YI Denver


