
D'var Torah by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z"l

Sefer Shemot: 
Mark Brooks & Terry Samuel

Parashat Terumah: 
Chanan & Sarit Margolis

It was the first Israelite house of worship, the first home
Jews made for God. But the very idea is fraught with
paradox, even contradiction. How can you build a house
for God? He is bigger than anything we can imagine, let
alone build.

King Solomon made this point when he inaugurated
another house of God, the First Temple: “But will God
really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest
heaven, cannot contain You. How much less this house I
have built!” (I Kings 8:27)

So did Isaiah in the name of God Himself: “Heaven is My
throne, and the earth is My footstool. What house can you
build for Me? Where will My resting place be?” (Is. 66:1)

Not only does it seem impossible to build a home for God.
It should be unnecessary. The God of everywhere can be
accessed anywhere, as readily in the deepest pit as on the
highest mountain, in a city slum as in a palace lined with
marble and gold.

Davening Times for the Upcoming Week: Sefer Torah Campaign Sponsors 

Shabbat 
Mishna Berura Class             8:25 am
Shacharit:                                  9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 9:25 am

Sponsored Kiddush  following services

Mincha:                                      5:25 pm
Maariv:                                       6:28 pm

The answer, and it is fundamental, is that God does not
live in buildings. He lives in builders. He lives not in
structures of stone but in the human heart. What the
Jewish Sages and mystics pointed was that in our parsha
God says, “Let them build Me a sanctuary that I may dwell
in them” (Ex. 25:8), not “that I may dwell in it.”

Why then did God command the people to make a
sanctuary at all? The answer given by most commentators,
and hinted at by the Torah itself, is that God gave the
command specifically after the sin of the golden calf.

The people made the calf after Moses had been on the
mountain for forty days to receive the Torah. So long as
Moses was in their midst, the people knew that he
communicated with God, and God with him, and therefore
God was accessible, close. But when he was absent for
nearly six weeks, they panicked. Who else could bridge the
gap between the people and God? How could they hear
God’s instructions? Through what intermediary could they
make contact with the Divine Presence?

Friday 
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   5:30 pm
Shema should be recited after 6:26 pm

Parashat Terumah
February 25, 2023  ~~  4 Adar 5783

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.yidenver.org  ~  office@yidenver.org

Candle Lighting                   5:28 pm

Havdallah                               6:28 pm

Continued on next page

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

We look forward to you joining us this Shabbat!

Shacharit
Sun:                                                     8:00 am
Mon, Thurs:                                             6:30 am
Tues, Wed, Fri:                                       6:35 am             

Mincha
Sun-Fri :             5:35 pm

All times are listed at 
yidenver.org/calendar

Thankyou!

Sponsorships available at yidenver.org/torahdedication

https://www.sefaria.org/I_Kings.8.27?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.66.1?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.25.8?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker


That is why God said to Moses, “Let them build Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.” The key word here is
the verb sh-ch-n, to dwell. Never before had it been used in connection with God. It eventually became a keyword of
Judaism itself. From it came the word Mishkan meaning a sanctuary, and Shechinah, the Divine Presence.

Central to its meaning is the idea of closeness. Shachen in Hebrew means a neighbour, the person who lives next
door. What the Israelites needed and what God gave them was a way of feeling as close to God as to our next-door
neighbour.

That is what the patriarchs and matriarchs had. God spoke to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel,
and Leah intimately, like a friend. He told Abraham and Sarah that they would have a child. He explained to Rebecca
why she was suffering such acute pain in pregnancy. He appeared to Jacob at key moments in his life telling him not
to be afraid.

That is not what the Israelites had experienced until now. They had seen God bringing plagues on the Egyptians. They
had seen Him divide the sea. They had seen Him send manna from heaven and water from a rock. They had heard His
commanding voice at Mount Sinai and found it almost unbearable. They said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we
will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” God had appeared to them as an overwhelming presence,
an irresistible force, a light so bright that to look at it makes you blind, a voice so strong it makes you go deaf.

So for God to be accessible, not just to the pioneers of faith – the patriarchs and matriarchs – but to every member of
a large nation, was a challenge, as it were, for God Himself. He had to do what the Jewish mystics called tzimtzum,
“contract” Himself, screen His light, soften His voice, hide His glory within a thick cloud, and allow the infinite to
take on the dimensions of the finite.

But that, as it were, was the easy part. The difficult part had nothing to do with God and everything to do with us.
How do we come to sense the presence of God? It isn’t difficult to do so standing at the foot of Mount Everest or
seeing the Grand Canyon. You do not have to be very religious, or even religious at all, to feel awe in the presence of
the sublime. The psychologist Abraham Maslow, whom we encountered in parshat Va’era, spoke about “peak
experiences,” and saw them as the essence of the spiritual encounter.

But how do you feel the presence of God in the midst of everyday life? Not from the top of Mount Sinai but from the
plain beneath? Not when it is surrounded by thunder and lightning as it was at the great revelation, but today, just a
day among days?

That is the life-transforming secret of the name of the parsha, Terumah. It means “a contribution.” God said to
Moses: “Tell the Israelites to take for Me a contribution. You are to receive the contribution for Me from everyone
whose heart prompts them to give” (Ex. 25:2). The best way of encountering God is to give.

The very act of giving flows from, or leads to, the understanding that what we give is part of what we were given. It is
a way of giving thanks, an act of gratitude. That is the difference in the human mind between the presence of God
and the absence of God.

D'var Torah (cont.)

Continued on next page

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.25.2?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker


If God is present, it means that what we have is His. He created the universe. He made us. He gave us life. He
breathed into us the very air we breathe. All around us is the majesty, the plenitude, of God’s generosity: the light of
the sun, the gold of the stone, the green of the leaves, the song of the birds. This is what we feel reading the great
creation psalms we recite every day in the morning service. The world is God’s art gallery and His masterpieces are
everywhere.

When life is a given, you acknowledge this by giving back.

But if life is not a given because there is no Giver, if the universe came into existence only because of a random
fluctuation in the quantum field, if there is nothing in the universe that knows we exist, if there is nothing to the
human body but a string of letters in the genetic code, and to the human mind but electrical impulses in the brain, if
our moral convictions are self-serving means of self-preservation, and our spiritual aspirations mere delusions, then
it is difficult to feel gratitude for the gift of life. There is no gift if there is no giver. There is only a series of
meaningless accidents, and it is difficult to feel gratitude for an accident.

The Torah therefore tells us something simple and practical. Give, and you will come to see life as a gift. You don’t
need to be able to prove God exists. All you need is to be thankful that you exist – and the rest will follow.

That is how God came to be close to the Israelites through the building of the sanctuary. It wasn’t the quality of the
wood and metals and drapes. It wasn’t the glitter of jewels on the breastplate of the high priest. It wasn’t the beauty of
the architecture or the smell of the sacrifices. It was the fact that it was built out of the gifts of “everyone whose heart
prompts them to give” (Ex. 25:2). Where people give voluntarily to one another and to holy causes, that is where the
Divine Presence rests.

Hence the special word that gives its name to this parsha: Terumah. I’ve translated it as “a contribution” but it
actually has a subtly different meaning for which there is no simple English equivalent. It means “something you lift
up” by dedicating it to a sacred cause. You lift it up, then it lifts you up. The best way of scaling the spiritual heights is
simply to give in gratitude for the fact that you have been given.

God doesn’t live in a house of stone. He lives in the hearts of those who give.

D'var Torah (cont.)

Come Learn With Us

Mishna Berura Shiur Join Rabbi Halpern Shabbat at 8:25 am. "From Bees to the Runaway Dog: Trapping on Shabbos."
Masechet Megillah Chabura Mondays at 7:30 pm at the home of Michal Elias-Bachrach and Yoni Eckmann, 375 S

Krameria St. For men and women, all comfort levels welcome, join any time! Contact Michal at ebmichal@gmail.com 

Torah from the Land of Israel Led by Ellyn Hutt & The Jewish Experience. Wednesdays, 11am - 12pm MT. Explore the 
weekly parsha with a focus on both the spiritual insights of our Torah text as well as the spiritual insights that reveal 
themselves in the day-to-day life in our holy homeland.  Jan. 18-March 31. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86742802886 
OU Women's Initiative Torat Imecha Nach Yomi has started Sefer Tehillim. Sign up at ou.org/women/nach23.
Tehillim 150 is the OU Women's Initiative's program for high-school girls to study a perek of Tehillim each day for 150 

days with Yael Davidowitz.  outorah.org/series/6205
Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package  mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly

mailto:ebmichal@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86742802886%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3m0-1d-wY1gQg9CXerTADKaj6ycXHg0fBSxpqQKBvO4fQp6gAbyP0dKl4&h=AT33BWorOivE3lX8AGsvATW5xheRG2hs7x3mh_DoQQ-LANlG5HbQAK1HWA9fbUCqxuj3Vb03Aa-iEBGfubeTj4TPWEjSxkeRDzhgUq34NtJ4c-ovjKGLBlskMpAdoUmpvH7M&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2M8c7UtWs25GtR1E0bknU22KYygF2ySBpjQqNHkqCvxHEkmw4eLJ2F8GJDZ0KDNBGyu21wWi31VFkMIAPJfDybvVO4xGIx5BApWM4r8W2gJ9uxuuhonbq-Hd92kz91x6A2UgKywwoEclh76sJ33bYhHgh_OUsvYlP9KKBtteqJ8ukji22F3XBfNw
http://ou.org/women/nach23?fbclid=IwAR2b8WnrljYRlF_6C8T0WsIglNrrdxfrVdolO95HpPagYdyd99ip2iEXI7w
https://outorah.org/series/6205
https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmizrachi.org%2Fhamizrachiweekly&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40CUANSCHUTZ.EDU%7C27ed2bc58882442d5e2a08dab80df37e%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638024667513495351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR539vgOLi6VxZNwbickSFFgqZL69dfPY6E6jA3RDDI%3D&reserved=0


YID Announcements

Refuah Shlemah

Members' Milestones

YI Denver Announcements

Mika Ester Bat Adi
Miriam Adina bat Sara
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Mordechai ben Shanaleaha
Naama
Penina Devorah bas Shulamit Itka
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Saige bat Hannah
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah

Mark Raphaely, Bob Marks, Eli Tessler

Names are kept on the list until Shabbat Mevarchim. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@yidenver.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Shalom Shimon ben Rachel
Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny
Shoshanah bat Miriam
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef ben Sarah Imenu
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yossef ben Dinah
Ze'ev Shmuel ben Helena

Kiddush is sponsored by Drs. Rachel and Nathan Rabinovitch in honor of Rachel's father's 2nd Yahrzeit, Emanuel 
Mencachem ben haRav Abba.
Condolences to Marsha Greenstein on the passing of her brother, Michael Greenstein z"l, Michael ben Sara.
Condolences to Kenny Harcsztark and Valerie Miller on the passing of their father, Harry Harcsztark z"l, Naftali 
Hertzel Yochanan ben Yisrael.
Mazal Tov to Rivka (Gross) and Rabbi Eliezer Horowitz on the birth of a baby girl.
Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom. This Motzei Shabbat, 2/25 over Zoom.  (Please note change in link) 
(https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2098638940) See flyer on page 6.
Unveiling for Tova Rosenfeld and David Rosenfeld will be this Sunday, 2/26 at 2 pm at Rose Hill Cemetery.
Dr. Mordechai Kedar "Israel in a New Middle East: The Good The Bad and The Ugly" Monday, 2/27 at 7:30 pm at BMH 
Chapel. Dr. Kedar will be speaking about: What happens now with the conflict with the Palestinians? Is war with 
Iran inevitable? Plus other interesting topics. No cost to attend. YI Denver is a co-sponsor of this event.
Beit Midrash Night is starting Wednesday 3/1. Join a class or learn with a chavruta. See information on page 8.
Purim at YID! Everything you need in one place! Go to www.yidenver.org/purim2023 and register for our Purim 
Seudah, donate  towards Matanot L'evyonim, see our Purim schedule and get information about our youth Purim 
Carnival on Shabbat 3/4.
YID Youth's Purim Carnival Shabbat morning 3/4 during youth groups. Kids, come in costume and have fun playing 
Purim carnival games and enjoy yummy Purim treats!
Purim in the Persian Palace Join us for the shul's Purim Seudah, Tuesday, 3/7 at 5 pm. By reservation only. Spots are 
limited! Sign up at www.yidenver.org/purim2023. See page 7 for more info. 
We are collecting donations for the Toys family. All monies collected will go directly to the Toys family. You can 
donate as well as leave words of comfort and memories of Nicki at www.yidenver.org/ToysFamily
View Rabbi Halpern's weekly one-minute video Dvar Torah at yidenver.org/video-dvar

Aliza bat Batsheva
Alonit bat Yael
Bella bas Malka
Chaya Sarah Miriam bat Esther
Hannah bat Naomi Miriam
HaRav Benyomin Daniel Ben Chaya
Masha bas Rivka
Michael ben Sara

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2098638940
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F2098638940&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40cuanschutz.edu%7Cadc1d7f4b678490a554908db15fa0de6%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638127935936901413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BlM5OJGuLumtOoO5WrqzXScfUpc6T0u%2FsQ95CR2joWM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.yidenver.org/purim2023
http://www.yidenver.org/ToysFamily
http://datminyan.org/video-dvar


Denver Academy of Torah is now accepting applications for 2023/2024 school year. For more information contact

Director of Admissions Nurit Rotbart at nrotbart@datcampus.org or visit datcampus.org

The Den is organizing Mishloach Manot for the Young Professional Community. Please consider making Purim

special for our community members by making a couple of Mishloach Manot for Young Professionals. To volunteer,

sing up here  or email Samuel Hamermesh at shamermesh@gmail.com.

Pre-Purim Hakhel Family Fair at Bais Menachem, 400 S. Holly St. Free! Sunday, 2/26, 12:30-3pm Lots of Purim crafts

for kids and adults! Cotton Candy, Popcorn, Raffles and Bouncing Castle. For info call Rabbi Engel at 303-522-0141

Rocky Mountain Chevra Kaddisha invites the community to its upcoming Annual Zayin Adar Dinner, on 2/27, 6:30

pm at EDOS, featuring guest speaker Rabbi Joshua Rosenfeld, grandson of Rabbi Israel & Tova Rosenfeld ז״ל.

Suggested donation $25. Please RSVP to Randy Zakroff at 303-549-1402 or at denverchevra@hotmail.com

Aish Kodesh invites the community to a Friday Night Oneg 3/3 at 9pm at the home of Ahron and Rivky Katz (212 S.

Olive Way, Lowry) featuring Yehuda Solomon of Moshav Band and Noah Solomon of Soulfarm.

Denver Jewish Day School Annual Dinner 3/14. Honoring Barbara Silberman, Jason Snyder and Irit Waldbaum RSVP

and information at: www.denverjds.org/giving/ways-to-give/annual-dinner 

Winter Clothes Drive - Ongoing throughout the winter - we are collecting warm outerwear and clothes for kids and

adults - all sizes. Drop off at 375 S. Krameria Street.

East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make donations.

The Mikvah of East Denver (MOED) is open for Women's immersion, Men's immersion and Keilim immersion. Visit

www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for membership, registration and to schedule an appointment.

Community Happenings

This Week in Jewish History

1. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-usa-jews-idUSTRE59U0G920091031
2. https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/napoleon-bonaparte
3. https://www.instagram.com/p/Co9g3XwtRxR

Thank you to Avi Polotsky for compiling this section

25 Shevat 5769 (February 19, 2009)
U.S. State Department officials bring 60 Yemenite Jews to resettle in America due to risks of antisemitic attacks in 
Yemen. The tiny Jewish community was under constant threat of persecution by Yemen’s Muslim population. The 
Yemenite Jewish community was one of the oldest continuous diaspora enclaves in the world. (1)

15 Adar 1 5559 (February 20, 1799)
Napoleon Bonaparte, the First Consul of France and legendary general, begins his conquest of Palestine. During the 
siege of Acre, he drafted a letter to the Jewish Nation in which he conveyed his conviction that the moment had arrived 
for the "Rightful heirs of Palestine" to seize the opportunity, "which may not return for thousands of years," and regain 
"your political existence as a nation among the nations, and the unlimited natural right to worship Jehovah in 
accordance with your faith, publicly and most probably forever." (2)

15 Adar 1 5290 (February 22, 1530)
Rabbi Moshe ben Israel Isserles, also known as the Rama, was born on this day in Kraków, Poland. He gained renown 
for his commentary on Joseph Karo's The Code of Jewish Law, or Shulchan Aruch, which he titled the Mapa. (3)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7sgYNofee3TfMjFn27IVZxhozczkSp5h8TSdGI22FhReQbA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7sgYNofee3TfMjFn27IVZxhozczkSp5h8TSdGI22FhReQbA/viewform
mailto:denverchevra@hotmail.com
https://www.denverjds.org/giving/ways-to-give/annual-dinner
http://denvereruv.org/
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?8hnRLJ
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?4X8ALS
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?ECO0jK


Rav Yitzchak Etshalom was born and raised in Los Angeles, California. He attended Yeshivat Kerem B'Yavne,
Rabbi Isaac Elhanan Theological Seminary and Yeshivat Har Etzion before receiving Semicha from the Chief
Rabbi of Yerushalayim, Rabbi Itzhak Kolitz. Rav Etshalom has been a dynamic and exciting educator in the Los
Angeles community since his return in 1985. His ability to reach out to today's youth and share with them his
passion for Jewish learning and Jewish life has enriched many young lives. He launched the Beit Midrash
program at YULA Girls High School as well as opening the Beit Midrash at Shalhevet, where he currently
serves as Rosh Beit Midrash. Rav Etshalom directs the Tanach Masters Program at YULA Boys’ High School as
well as being a sought-after Scholar in Residence throughout the country and in Israel. He lectures annually at
the prestigious “Ymei Iyyun” Tanakh Seminar at Herzog College. In addition, he teaches Daf Yomi and a
popular Navi series at the Young Israel of Century City and his podcasts on Daf Yomi (www.dafyomiyicc.org)
have attracted an international following, as have his Tanakh podcasts, many of which are available at
www.yutorah.org and at www.ou.org, as well as on Spotify, iTunes and other popular podcast platforms. His
critically acclaimed series “Between the Lines of the Bible” is a methodological guide to the study of Tanakh.
He authored a weekly lecture for Yeshivat Har Etzion's Virtual Beit Midrash on the books of Amos and Hoshea
and his book on Amos will be published in 2023 as part of the Koren Maggid Studies in Tanakh. Rabbi Etshalom
lives in Los Angeles with his wife Stefanie, also a dynamic educator and their six children live in Alon Shevut,
Washington Heights and Los Angeles.

Adult Education

Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom

YI Denver Adult Education 

Presents

Scholar-in-Residence

Motzei Shabbat, February 25   8:30 pm 

via Zoom
(https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2098638940)

 Sponsored by Drs. Nathan and Rachel Rabinovitch in memory of 
Rachel's father’s 2nd yahrtzeit, Emanuel Mencachem ben haRav Abba

"Esther's Brilliant Strategy"

new
link

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2098638940
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F2098638940&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40cuanschutz.edu%7Cadc1d7f4b678490a554908db15fa0de6%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638127935936901413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BlM5OJGuLumtOoO5WrqzXScfUpc6T0u%2FsQ95CR2joWM%3D&reserved=0


Purim in the
 Persian Palace

Space is Limited!
RSVP by February 28 at www.yidenver.org/purim2023

Tuesday, March 7  ~  5:00 pm

Delicious Persian Cuisine
 

Entertainment for Kids and Adults
 

Come in Costume!
 

$25/Adult
$18/ Child

$100/ Family Max

YI Denver 440 S. Monaco Pkwy

YI of Denver




