
D'var Torah by Rabbi Halpern

Sefer Shemot: 
Mark Brooks & Terry Samuel

Parashat Shemot: 
Marc & Melanie Avner

In the 1960s, MIT professor James Forrester invented a
supply-chain simulation called The Beer Game. Players of
the Beer Game are tasked with stabilizing a supply chain
by balancing the intricate relationship between
manufacturer, wholesaler, retailer, and customer.

In 1990, MIT's Peter Senge, following Forrester's work,
published the 5th Discipline, which explains what he calls
"Systems Thinking."

"Who is wise? One who can see what will be born (the
consequences) of their actions (Tamid 32a)." 

To understand any isolated event properly, we need to
understand it within the context of the system of which it
is a part.

Systems thinking demands that we look beyond the
immediate present; the most important consequence
may not happen for months or even years.

Davening Times for the Upcoming Week: Sefer Torah Campaign Sponsors 

Shabbat 
Shacharit:         9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 9:44 am

Sponsored Kiddush  following services

Mincha:             4:35 pm
Maariv:              5:43 pm

To see a complete supply chain as one unit makes for a
good businessperson; to see the world from a historical
perspective makes for a spiritually wise person.

"The foundation of all spiritual matters," says Ramchal, "is
to always know where you're going.” That is to say, which
system you are a part of. 

As Jews, we see this world as a means, not an end. Life, as
we experience it, is compared to the foyer that leads to the
banquet hall. It is a place of work, a mysterious mix of
good and bad, easy and difficult. The next world, where we
enjoy the fruits of our labor forever, is all reward. 

This perspective has obvious relevance to philosophical
issues such as the suffering of the righteous. It is,
however, quite practical as well.

How much time and effort we focus on this world and how
much we focus on the world-to-come is, more than
anything else, the ultimate question that defines our lives.

Friday 
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   4:40 pm
Shema should be recited after 5:41 pm

Parashat Shemot
January 14, 2023  ~~  21 Tevet 5783

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.yidenver.org  ~  office@yidenver.org

Candle Lighting                   4:39 pm

Havdallah                               5:43 pm

Masks are optional at our 
minyanim. We encourage anyone 

who wishes or needs to wear a 
mask to continue to do so. If you 

have any symptoms or not feeling 
well, please stay home.

Continued on next page

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

We look forward to you joining us this Shabbat!

Shacharit
Sun:                                           8:00 am
Mon, Thurs:                                 6:30 am
Tues, Wed, Fri:                           6:35 am

Mincha
Sun-Thurs:            4:45 pm
Fri:                               4:50 pm

All times are listed at yidenver.org/calendar

Thankyou!

Sponsorships available at yidenver.org/torahdedication

Shabbat Shalom!



D'var Torah (cont.)

The Torah teaches us to focus on living a successful life in the here and now. But the definition of success, utilizing
true systems thinking, lies in the place we earn in the eternal world.

As we read about the first exile of our nation, we're introduced to the "system" of Jewish history.

Moshe was leading his flock of sheep through the desert, as he would soon do for the Jews, when he noticed a strange
phenomenon. A bush was on fire, but the fire wasn't consuming the bush. 

Sfas Emes explains that the fire is the light of redemption, and the (thorny) bush is the darkness of exile. Moshe saw
that beneath the cover of darkness, there was an intense light, a light so powerful it would undoubtedly overwhelm
the darkness. As morning follows the night, the redemption of the Jews was inevitable. 

But what Moshe couldn't understand was this: How could the fire not break free and overpower the thorns? How
could such intense light remain hidden for so long??

Typically, when we or others around us experience hard times, we wonder, "where is the light; all I see is darkness."
Without the benefit of prophecy, we see only what is before us, which seems so difficult.

Moshe's prophetic experience at the Burning Bush completely flips the script, infusing us with clarity, faith, and
hope. With Moshe as our guide, we learn to invert the picture, and finally, things begin to make sense.  

With a clear vision of world history spread out before us, we have faith that every bit of sweat and tears is of immense
and eternal value. And we're confident that we will soon see with our eyes of flesh what our "Torah eyes" have always
known to be true.

Come Learn With Us

Save the date - Rabbi Chaim Eisen will be speaking at DAT Minyan on February 10-11. More information to follow.

Mishna Berura Shiur Led by Rabbi Halpern, Shabbat mornings at 8:25 am. "From Bees to the Runaway Dog: Trapping 

on Shabbos."
Masechet Megillah Chabura Mondays at 7:30 pm at the home of Michal Elias-Bachrach and Yoni Eckmann, 375 S

Krameria St. For men and women, all comfort levels welcome, join any time! For info contact Michal at 

ebmichal@gmail.com or 610-348-8508.

Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package, or pick one up in the shul's lobby.  
mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
OU Women's Initiative 5783 Parsha Series Join Torat Imecha each week for a stimulating and inspirational 10-12 
minute shiur to share with family and friends. Sign up for emails at ou.org/women/parsha, or download the Torat 
Imecha app! 

mailto:ebmichal@gmail.com
https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmizrachi.org%2Fhamizrachiweekly&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40CUANSCHUTZ.EDU%7C27ed2bc58882442d5e2a08dab80df37e%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638024667513495351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR539vgOLi6VxZNwbickSFFgqZL69dfPY6E6jA3RDDI%3D&reserved=0
http://ou.org/women/parsha?fbclid=IwAR0x9TwO3D8XC4prRwj75JnKOj4nFS_dgDfpLQhMZ6PqUY3IV0D18zFLRCA


Members' Milestones

DAT Minyan Announcements

Refuah Shlemah

Community Happenings

Terry Samuel, Nathan Rabinovitch, Asher Halpern, Akiva Shapiro, 

Names are kept on the list until Shabbat Mevarchim. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@yidenver.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Shalom Shimon ben Rachel
Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny
Shoshanah bat Miriam
Yaakov ben Golda Simma
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef ben Sarah Imenu
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yossef ben Dinah
Ze'ev Shmuel ben Helena

Miriam Adina bat Sara
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Naama
Nechama bat Chana
Penina Devorah bas Shulamit Itka
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Ruchel Michele bas Sara
Saige bat Hannah
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah

Mazal Tov to our congregation on becoming Young Israel of Denver (YID). See page 4.
Kiddush is in honor of Nathan Rabinovitch’s special birthday, sponsored by Rachel, Avi, Beth, Yoni, Nechama, 
Suzanne, Itiel, and Akiva! 
Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Shimshon and Shoshana Ruben of the Braided Loaf in zechus of a Refuah 
Shelaima for Nicki Toys, Nechama bat Chana.
View Rabbi Halpern's weekly one-minute video Dvar Torah at yidenver.org/video-dvar
Save the Date: Feb 10-11 S-I-R Rabbi Chaim Eisen will be speaking at Young Israel of Denver.
Shop with DAT Minyan! Your Amazon purchases can help our congregation at no extra cost to you! Go to 
smile.amazon.com and click on "get started" to set your charity as DAT Minyan. Then shop away!
Winter Clothes Drive Ongoing throughout the winter - we are collecting warm outerwear and clothes for kids and 
adults - all sizes. Drop off at 375 S. Krameria Street.

Aliza bat Batsheva
Alonit bat Yael
Bella bas Malka
Chaya Sarah Miriam bat Esther
Hannah bat Naomi Miriam
HaRav Benyomin Daniel Ben Chaya
Masha bas Rivka
Michael ben Sara
Mika Ester Bat Adi

David and Sarah Zalkin are hosting a kiddush in honor of the birth of their daughter, Susie Madelynn/Temima 

Batsheva, this Shabbat, January 14 at Aish Kodesh,  602 S Magnolia St. 

Bais Menachem Mega Kids Challah Bake with Rabbi B! Sunday, January 22, 10:00 am at the BMH-BJ Social Hall. All 

kids ages 3-12! (Kids must be accompanied by an adult.) Sign up at www.chabadcolorado.com/challahbake.
East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make donations.

The Mikvah of East Denver (MOED) is now open for Women's immersion, Men's immersion and Keilim immersion. 

Visit www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for membership registration and to make an appointment.

Emanuel Menahem Abrams (22 Tevet)

Julius Jacobson Yehudah ben Haim Shalom (23 Tevet)

David Marks (25 Tevet)

Rabbi Shmuel & Sara Halpern

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
http://datminyan.org/video-dvar
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.chabadcolorado.com/challahbake
http://denvereruv.org/


Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am pleased to announce that DAT
Minyan has become a member of the National Council of Young Israel
(NCYI) and moving forward will officially be known as Young Israel of
Denver (YID). 

This transition is the result of many months of due diligence on the part of
the board and included valuable input from Rabbi Shmuel Halpern and our
membership. The motivation for the change included affiliating ourselves
with a national organization with readily recognizable values of Religious
Zionism and centrist Modern Orthodoxy, which have always mirrored our
own. 

No change to the shul’s mission, vision, or culture was needed to become a
member of Young Israel. It was a natural fit. 

Becoming a member of the Young Israel family affords the shul the many
benefits of name recognition and being part of a larger network of over 175
synagogues and 25,000 families across the US, Canada and Israel.  

We are excited for the future of our shul, and we want to thank you for
your continued support. 

Warmly,
Dr. Jonathan Fishman
Young Israel of Denver Board President


