
"We must remember that we do not observe nature as it
actually exists, but nature exposed to our methods of
perception." (Einstein)

How real then is reality? Well, it depends: if our starting
point is inertia, comfort-seeking, and pleasure chasing,
then indeed, our perceptions are rather fickle. For the
believer, though, there's a better path that gives credence
to our sense of things.

Hashem created our perception as the means through
which He would speak to us. Reality is a creation of the
Almighty, and so is the human faculty of reason. Reality
is only as real as its basis. For the non-believer, reality is
merely an extension of their flimsy existence. But for the
believer, reality, rooted in the Ultimate Source, is rock-
solid.

D'var Torah by Rabbi Halpern

Shacharit
Sun 17 Tammuz Fast Day:       8:00 am
Mon, Thurs:                                   6:30 am
Tues, Wed, Fri:                                 6:35 am

Shabbat - at The Jewish Experience 
                           (399 S. Monaco Pkwy)
Shacharit:             9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 9:25 am

Kiddush following services

Mincha:                 8:05 pm 
Maariv:                  9:14 pm

In the Parsha this week, we read about Ballam. He was a
man whose perceptions ran deep. As a prophet, he could
define reality for his generation. And so, he sought to
create a world perception where Jews were not welcome. 

Ballam wanted a total end to the Jewish nation but hit a
brick wall. Against his will, he learned that the Jewish
people are as immutable a part of Hashem's world as
gravity. Sorry, Ballam. Perception, even Ballam-level
perception, is but a tool that allows us to connect with
reality, but Reality itself is beyond perception. Once
thought to be perfectly predictable, the laws of Physics
are rooted in the Infinite, and so are the Jews.

The story has a sad ending. What Ballam couldn't
possibly do to us, we did to ourselves.

Message from Rabbi Halpern

Friday - at DAT Minyan (440 S. Monaco Pkwy)
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   6:35 pm
Shema should be recited after 9:14 pm

Parashat Balak
July 16, 2022  ~~  17 Tammuz 5782

Davening Times for the Upcoming Week:

Mincha
Sun:                                7:55 pm
Mon - Thurs:            8:10 pm
Fri:                             6:35 pm

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.datminyan.org  ~  office@datminyan.org

Earliest Candle Lighting   6:55 pm

Candle Lighting                   8:08 pm

Havdalah                                9:14 pm

Masks are optional at our 
minyanim. We encourage anyone 

who wishes or needs to wear a 
mask to continue to do so. If you 

have any symptoms or not feeling 
well, please stay home.

Continued on next page

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

I'm available on the phone or in person for your
halachic needs, rabbinic counseling, or
anything else that I can assist you with. You
can reach me on my cell at 732-237-5455 or at
shmuel.halpern@datminyan.org

Weekday Davening will be held at DAT Minyan (440 S. Monaco Pkwy)

See below for davening locations for this Shabbat

Every person counts  for Minyan!  Please make an effort to attend

The Fast of 17 Tammuz is this Sunday. 
See page 4 for schedule.



D'var Torah (cont.)

Come Learn With Us

Instead of living rooted in the infinite Source of reality, we chased the fleeting pleasures offered by the
Moabite women. The beginning point of our perception shifted. In place of the Torah, Hashem's Infinite Will,
we now adopted the Moabites' debaucherous and idolatrous ways as our guide.
 
We Jews didn't belong in a Moabite world, and we never will, but while no one can put us in a box, we sure can
climb on in ourselves.

And that means it's in our hands to climb right back on out.

SHAWL will not be meeting this week.

In-Depth Gemara Shiur Led by Rabbi Halpern. 50 minutes before Shabbat Mincha. This week at 7:15 pm. This 

week's topic "Privacy Concerns"

NEW 4-part class led by Rabbi Halpern. See information on page 4.

Words of Wisdom sponsored by The Women's Experience, a division of The Jewish Experience. Led by Ellyn Hutt 

on Tuesdays from 2-3 pm at The Jewish Experience. Join Ellyn in delving deeper into the significance of Hebrew 

words from each week's parsha for personal inspiration and spiritual connection. 

Masechet Megillah Chabura is on hiatus for the Summer and will resume Aug 8.

Parsha for Women sponsored by The Women's Experience. Led by Ellyn Hutt Thursdays from 11am - 12pm. Each 
weekly Torah portion gives us insight into how we can live our lives more meaningfully and mindfully. Join Ellyn 
as we explore and chart our spiritual journey in sync with the parsha. Meeting ID: 922 119 870

The OU Women's Initiative 2022 Virtual Summer Beit Midrash July 25 - August 5 with both morning and evening 

classes. Learn more and sign up at ou.org/women/alit2021.
Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package. 

Tisha B'Av

Sunday, August 7, 2022

 

We are putting the final touches on our 

meaningful Tisha B'Av program.

Stay tuned for more information.

http://ou.org/women/alit2021?fbclid=IwAR3_cVTs8cYOhIqguvFHylxKf6yC1ev8XdVl_MvqgrsBbUUl97lp3C9gzto
https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf


Members' Milestones

DAT Minyan Announcements

Community Happenings

Refuah Shlemah

Corina Zazulia, Maya Friedman, Shanna Miller

Names are kept on the list until Rosh Chodesh. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@datminyan.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah
Shalom Shimon ben Rachel
Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny
Shoshanah bat Miriam 
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef ben Sarah Imenu
Yosef Simcha Chaim ben Sarah Chana
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yossef ben Dinah

Masha bas Rivka 
Mika Ester Bat Adi
Miriam bat Esther
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Naama
Penina Devorah bas Shulamit Itka
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Saige bat Hannah
Sarah Gili bat Bena

Thank you to Eric Einstein Photography for generously donating 3 beautifully mounted and framed pictures 
from the Hachnassat Torah. These will be on display in the shul.
Mazal Tov to Brad and Judi Scher on the birth of a grandson, born to their children Barry and Sarice Greengus.
Mazal Tov to Maury and Rachel Rosenfeld on the birth of a baby girl, named Esther Tova after her great 
grandmother, Tova Rosenfeld, z"l. Mazal Tov to proud grandparents Rabbi Meir and Debby Rosenfeld and the 
entire Rosenfeld family.
Condolences to Melissa Friedman on the loss of her mother, Noreen Freiden.
An audio recording of Rabbi Halpern's shiur this past Wednesday is available at www.datminyan.org/audio
See the progress of our construction. Pictures on page 5.
Popsicles in the Park will be meeting at the Green School playground this Shabbat at 4pm. See flier on page 5

Jewish in the City's Annual Jewish Night Out with the Rockies 7/28. BBQ 4:45pm; Game at 6:40pm. Register at 

www.jewishinthecity.org/events/jewish-night-out-with-the-colorado-rockies-2?utm_campaign=8b0428c8-27e3-416d-8e14- 

56c2228f7cbc&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail
"Adam and Eve and the Money Tree" A Torah inspired date-night workshop to transform your money from driving 

conflict to thriving as a family. 7/19, 7-9 pm, at The Jewish Experience. $18/couple. Co-presented by Rabbi Raphael 

Leban of TJE and Adam Oliver, Transitions Wealth Management.

Merkaz is running a Teen Summer Minyan at Merkaz at 7:45 am Mon-Fri followed by a bagel breakfast. All ages 

welcome. Contact ret@merkaztorah.org for more info.

The Golda Meir House Museum invites the community to "The Only Woman in the Room" Monday, 8/1 . More info can 

be found at https://www.ahec.edu/auraria/golda-meir-house/the-only-woman-in-the-room-symposium

East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make donations.

MOED: Visit www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for updates, donation form, membership info and more!

Chana Feige Abrahams is scheduling appointments for the Zussman Mikvah. Call 720-295-7718 or text 720-838-4093.

Aliza bat Batsheva
Alonit bat Yael
Bella bas Malka
Chaika bat Rachel
Dovid Simcha ben Shoshana Michal
Eliezer ben Sara
Eliezer ben Tova
Hannah bat Naomi Miriam
Leah bat Sarah

Leonid Sadkhin (19 Tammuz)

Helen Rotbart (20 Tammuz)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
mailto:ret@merkaztorah.org
http://denvereruv.org/


17 Tammuz Fast Day
Sunday, July 17

4:34 am               Fast Begins
8:00 am              Shacharit
1:06 pm               Chatzot
7:25 pm               Shiur by Rabbi Halpern
7:55 pm               Mincha / Maariv
9:10 pm               Fast Ends

NEW ADULT EDUCATION CLASSNEW ADULT EDUCATION CLASS

Mashiach is one of the fundamentals of our faith, and yet we struggle with the concept.
What is Mashiach all about, and what does it mean to await his arrival? As we enter the
three weeks, we invite you to join us for a four-part series as we delve into some aspects
of this vital part of our emuna.

July 13 at 7:30 pm "The War of Gog and Why the World desperately needs Mashiach" 
         g              (audio recording available at www.datminyan.org/audio)
July 20  at 7:30 pm "One or Two: Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David"
July 27 at 7:20 pm "The False Mashiach: Sabbateanism through the lens of Ramchal"
August 3 at 7:20 pm "Yearning for Bread: Why hasn't he arrived yet??" 

All classes will be held in person at DAT Minyan (440 S. Monaco Pkwy) 
and on Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81503728887)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81503728887?pwd=c3QrclpMR2lwb1VzVjdidG40WEdkZz09


Popsicles 
in the Park

THIS Shabbat
7/16 @ 4 pm

 

Green School 
Playground

Drywall was completed this week!

Construction Update:




