
We, humans, tend to focus on tangible outcomes. In
the world of commerce, we ask, did this initiative
bring in more customers? Did it improve our revenue?

Numbers are a tricky business, and they can be a
double-edged sword. On the one hand, they provide us
with the metrics to measure success. An additional
benefit, they highlight the value of each unit. We now
have a concrete number instead of a sea of people or a
barrel of grain. We count each kernel, each person,
and we begin to see their uniqueness - indeed, no two
are the same.

On the other hand, assigning a number to a person or
an object can be a most demeaning experience and a
tactic favored by the evil Nazis.

In an attempt to see the individuality of our fellow
man, we dig a bit deeper; who exactly is this person
before me? They're sixty percent empathetic, forty
percent apathetic, eighty percent peaceful, and twenty
percent frustrated. But by looking at the finished
product, even if we were to see only the positive, we'd
be missing the boat.

The uniqueness of the person is in the journey. This
empathy that we see our friend displaying, what's
behind it? What have they experienced that allows
them to empathize? No two people have the same
journey, and even if they did share the same journey,
they would have experienced it differently.

Each person's journey is unique, and it is here that
their kavod (honor/value) sprouts forth. 

D'var Torah by Rabbi Halpern

Message from Rabbi Halpern

Friday 
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   6:05 pm
Shema should be recited after 8:35 pm

Parashat Acharei Mot
April 30, 2022  ~~   29 Nissan 5782

Shacharit
Sun (Rosh Chodesh):        8:00 am
Mon (Rosh Chodesh):        6:20 am
Tues, Wed, Fri:                     6:35 am 
Thurs (Yom Haatzmaut):    6:25 am                              

Davening Times for the Upcoming Week:

Mincha
Sun-Thurs:                        7:40 pm
Fri:                                      6:15 pm

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.datminyan.org  ~  office@datminyan.org

Earliest Candle Lighting   6:25 pm

Candle Lighting                   7:33 pm

Havdalah                                8:37 pm

Masks are optional at our 
minyanim. We encourage anyone 

who wishes or needs to wear a 
mask to continue to do so. If you 

have any symptoms or not feeling 
well, please stay home.

Continued on next page

Shabbat 
Shacharit:             9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 9:29 am
Chulent Kiddush following services will 
be at DAT Minyan - 440 S. Monaco Pkwy
SHAWL:                6:30 pm
Mincha:                 7:30 pm 
Maariv:                  8:37 pm

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

I'm available on the phone or in person for your
halachic needs, rabbinic counseling, or
anything else that I can assist you with. You
can reach me on my cell at 732-237-5455 or at
shmuel.halpern@datminyan.org

Weekday Davening will be held at DAT Minyan (440 S. Monaco Pkwy)

Every person counts  for Minyan!  
Please make an effort to attend

ShabbatMevarchim

This Shabbat, all services will be at The Jewish Experience (399 S. Monaco Pkwy)

Rosh Chodesh Iyar is Sunday 5/1 and Monday 5/2
Yom Hazikaron is Wednesday 5/4
Yom Haatzmaut is Thursday 5/5



D'var Torah (cont.)

Messaging to others, "you are one of the many," robs them of their kavod. A great man once said, "If a
person would lose all of their kavod, they would simply die." When a person loses all dignity, they are
faced with two choices: go nuts and identify as Napoleon or Mashiach, or wither and die.

When we embrace others, not as finished products but as a most unique work-in-progress, we can truly
empower them to be the best they can be. 

We are all master horticulturists, growing and sculpting a unique and exquisitely beautiful garden every
day.

Our lives are a long-term building project. We are engaged in constructing a Torah edifice, one that is
uniquely ours. To appreciate only the victories, be it in ourselves or others, is to ignore one of the two
fundamental elements of the Torah - the journey. When we devalue the struggles, we lose appreciation for
the journey of the Torah, focusing only on the stage of reward/accomplishment.

As we count the Omer, we remember the students of Rabbi Akiva, who were struck by a devastating
plague. The Talmud relates that they were guilty of a lack of kavod for one another. Undoubtedly, they
appreciated what their friends accomplished, but perhaps they failed to appreciate the uniqueness of their
friends' Torah journeys. 

With as many as twenty-four thousand students — all engaged in the same task, plumbing the depths of
Rabbi Akiva's Torah mind — distinguishing one from the other became a significant challenge.

More than simply a lack of respect for another person, they displayed a lack of respect for the Torah itself.
Torah, especially as it relates to this world of work, is as much a journey as a reward. 

To fail to appreciate the individuality of the other is to fail in our appreciation of the Torah.

Let us truly make each day count as we count our way to Sinai. By appreciating the journey as much as we
appreciate the destination, we will arrive at Sinai, enriched and empowered by each person’s most unique
path up the mountain of Torah.

THANK
YOU!

Thank you to our volunteers this week: 

Kiddush Shopping: Hadassa Penn
Chulent Makers: Melanie Avner, Hanah Polotsky, Yoshi Polotsky, 
Corina Zazulia
Kiddush Set-up and Clean-up: Melanie Avner, Jan Lightstone, 
Carol Recca, Mor Shapiro, Yehuda Shapiro

Apologies if we inadvertently omitted any names.

To sign-up to volunteer, please email office@datminyan.org



Members' Milestones

Refuah Shlemah

Community Happenings

DAT Minyan Announcements

Nancy Kaufman, Tova Narrowe, Andrea Friedman

Names are kept on the list until Rosh Chodesh. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@datminyan.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Aliza bat Batsheva
Alonit bat Yael
Bella bas Malka
Chaika bat Rachel
Eliezer ben Tova
Masha bas Rivka 

Yisrael ben Yocheved
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef Simcha Chaim ben Sarah Chana
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yossef ben Dinah
Zev Shmuel ben Heleina

Mika Ester Bat Adi
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Naama
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah
Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny
Shoshanah bat Miriam 

The community is invited to the unveiling of Rebbetzin Ida Goldberger a"h, Sunday May 8, 2:00 PM, at Rose Hill 

Cemetery. Rabbis Menachem Goldberger and Yaakov Meyer will be officiating.

Southwest NCSY Spring Regional for grades 8-12 at Camp Young Judea from May 27-29. Early bird registration ends 

May 1st. Registration can be found at https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/430285/register. Reach out to Rabbi Fry at 

miretzkye@ncsy.org with any questions.

YU Annual Shavuot Yarchei Kallah. June 3 - June 6. More info and registration  at www.yushavuos.com
East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make donations.

MOED: Visit www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for updates, donation form, membership info and more!

Chana Feige Abrahams is scheduling appointments for the Zussman Mikvah. Call 720-295-7718 or text 720-838-4093.

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Halpern's parents on their 50th wedding anniversary this weekend. Rabbi and Mrs. 

Halpern are away this Shabbat to celebrate this occasion with their family. 

Mazel Tov to Graeme and Irit Bean on the birth of a grandson born to Gavriel and Mimi Bean.

Condolences to Lori Weiser on the passing on her mother, Jane Marcy.

Thank you to Jan and Philip Lightstone for sponsoring Kiddush on the occasion of the yahrzeit of Jan’s mother 

Frieda Makovsky Englard

Thank you to Nathan Rabinovitch for delivering the drasha while Rabbi Halpern is away this Shabbat.

SHAWL  This Shabbat at The Jewish Experience at 6:30 pm. Led by Rachel Rabinovitch

Volunteer Day #3 This Sunday from 2-5pm. Construction permits have been approved by the city this week  

and demo begins Monday! We need your help to finish clearing out the downstairs. See flier for more details!

See pg 4 for info on the second annual Global Family Health & Halacha Virtual Conference, May 15-17.

Do you enjoy our weekly kiddush? It takes a team of volunteers to make it happen, and we would love for you 

to join the team! Sign up here to help with shopping, set-up or clean-up! 

Frieda Makovsky Englard Frieda Raizel bat Yaakov (3 Iyar)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/430285/register
mailto:miretzkye@ncsy.org
http://denvereruv.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12qiuTBWcYCfC0um-tQ1B4WzSFc86QWbF5rBGYvCs-w8/edit#gid=0


Come Learn With Us

We are excited to join Nishmat's Miriam Glaubach Center and Mizrachi Canada for the second annual Global 
Family Health & Halacha Virtual Conference. May 15-17, 2022. The conference will create space for dialogue 
around contemporary family health issues, deeply rooted in Torah values and timeless wisdom. Conversations with 
Nishmat Yoatzot Halacha, Rabbis, Rebbetzins, medical and mental health professionals and community leaders 
will fortify our foundation to face the struggles we encounter as individuals, spouses, parents, children and 
friends. For more information and to register, see www.healthandhalacha.com.

Mishna Berura Shiur  Will not be meeting this week.

SHAWL this Shabbat is at The Jewish Experience at 6:30 pm. Led by Rachel Rabinovitch.

The Siddur: Its Laws and Customs and Their Meaning. Will not be meeting this week.

Words of Wisdom sponsored by The Women's Experience, a division of The Jewish Experience. Led by Ellyn Hutt 

on Tuesdays from 2-3 pm. Join Ellyn in delving deeper into the significance of Hebrew words from each week's 

parsha for personal inspiration and spiritual connection. Meeting ID: 884 9530 8316. For women only.

Masechet Megillah Chabura. Monday evenings, 70 minutes prior to Mincha, at the home of Michal Elias-Bachrach 

and Yoni Eckmann, 380 S. Poplar Way. We are learning Masechet Megillah led by Michal. For men and women, all 

comfort levels welcome. You can join any time! If you have any questions, please contact Michal at 

ebmichal@gmail.com or 610-348-8508.

Parsha for Women sponsored by The Women's Experience. Led by Ellyn Hutt Thursdays from 11am - 12pm. Each 

weekly Torah portion gives us insight into how we can live our lives more meaningfully and mindfully. Join Ellyn as 

we explore and chart our spiritual journey in sync with the parsha. Meeting ID: 922 119 870

Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package. 

Volunteer Day #3
This Sunday ~ 2:00-5:00 pm

Demolition begins Monday morning, May 2nd at 9:00 am.
Come help us clear out the downstairs!

We still have some last-minute work to
do to get things moved out of the way
before demolition starts. We need lots
of hands on deck for a little bit of heavy
lifting, as well as lots of light-duty and
quick jobs to get everything relocated
that we don't want destroyed on
Monday morning.

http://www.healthandhalacha.com/
mailto:ebmichal@gmail.com
https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf


The City of Denver approved our shul's building permits 
for the sanctuary construction project!  

Relocate HVAC furnace and air
conditioning equipment.
Relocate plumbing and create an
ADA-accessible bathroom.
Create a new ADA-accessible main
entrance directly  into the lower level.

This project will encompass the
demolition of all of the existing rooms on
the lower level of our building, to create
one large flex space to be used primarily
as our sanctuary.

 Component parts of the project include:

This extensive project is projected to take 3 months. 

We anticipate still being able to hold our daily minyanim in their temporary quarters on the
upper level, since work will not start until after morning minyan has ended, and will conclude
each day well before evening minyan begins.

Demolition begins Monday morning, May 2nd at 9:00 a.m.

We will hold Volunteer Day III this Sunday, May 1, from 2-5 pm.  
We need lots of hands on deck for a little bit of heavy lifting, as well as lots of light-duty and
quick jobs to get everything relocated that we don't want destroyed on Monday morning.  

Please come help us for a bit on Sunday afternoon, and be part of another fun and historic step
toward DAT Minyan having a full-use home of our own!



Visit www.datminyan.org 
for sponsorship opportunities 


