
D'var Torah by Rabbi Halpern

Message from Rabbi Halpern

Curiosity killed the cat, but it can also open up new
vistas and opportunities. Virtue or vice? It all depends
on the presence of humility, the foundation of all
virtues. 
 
Virtuous curiosity builds upon a healthy sense of lack.
"Growth is impossible for the person who believes
they're complete and lacking no perfection." (Maharal)
The humble know one thing with certainty, and that is
that they don't know it all.

While new information is great, the ability to see old
data in a completely new light is even better. Stale,
boring living can quickly turn to depression or worse.
Curiosity holds the key to a life of freshness and vigor.
There's nothing old other than ancient opinions and
perspectives. In the absence of curiosity, much of the
information we encounter fails to inspire us. 

Friday (Davening at our new place 440 S Monaco Pkwy)
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:     4:50 pm
Shema should be recited after 5:49 pm

~~See Below for Davening Locations for this Shabbat ~~
Please note there will be no childcare this Shabbat

Parashat Yitro
January 22, 2022  ~~   20 Shevat 5782

Shacharit
Sun:                                     8:00 am
Mon, Thurs:                           6:30 am
Tues, Wed, Fri:                     6:35 am

Davening Times for the Upcoming Week:

Mincha
S -Th:                     4:55 pm
F:                            5:00 pm

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.datminyan.org  ~  office@datminyan.org

Candle Lighting   4:48 pm

Havdalah               5:51 pm

Please note that masks
are required at all our

Minyanim

Continued on next page

Liquids need a vessel to contain them, and knowledge
is no different. It is curiosity that will fashion the mind
into a knowledge vessel. Give someone a piece of
information they were searching for, and they'll never
forget it; give them a piece of information they weren't
looking for, and it will go in one ear and out the other. 

Maharal sees this very point in the heavenly dialogue
that preceded the giving of the Torah. Moshe ascended
to heaven to receive the Torah, but the angels
protested. They asked, why give the most
extraordinary spiritual treasure --the Torah-- to frail
and vice-ridden humans? Hashem instructed Moshe to
answer the challenge. Moshe responded, "Do you
angels struggle with jealousy?" 

Maharal explains that Moshe, who represented the
human 

Shabbat: (Davening at TJE )
Shacharit:    9:00 am
Latest time for Shema is 9:43 am
Mincha:        4:35 pm
Rabbi Alter's Shiur (after Mincha)
Maariv:         5:45 pm

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

Every person counts  for Minyan!  Please make an effort to attend

I'd love to get to know you better. If we haven't yet met, or have
met in passing, I'd like to invite you to reach out to me to set a time
to meet. In addition, I'm available on the phone or in person for
your halachic needs, rabinic counseling, or anything else that I
can assist you with. You can reach me on my cell at 732-237-5455
or at shmuel.halpern@datminyan.org

Friday Night davening is at our new place! 

Shabbat Day davening is at TJE  (399 S. Monaco Pkwy)
           (44o S Monaco Pkwy - corner of Alaska and Monaco)



D'var Torah (cont.)

Come Learn With Us

human recipients of the Torah, needed to express the deficient and frail nature of the human being.
Understanding our neediness is the prerequisite to making our hearts into a home for Torah.  
 
You're biased, emotionally fragile, envious, anger prone? Fabulous, you're now ready to develop and grow
through the greatest of Divine gifts -- the Torah. Maharal explains that Man always stands ready to express
another level of greatness. The potential for greatness exists within us; when adequately developed, it paves
the way for the next level of excellence, and the virtuous cycle continues.  
 
The soul is a stranger down here in our materialistic world, placed here to find an outlet for its incredible
spiritual energy. Without Torah, there is no path for authentic self-expression. Our Divine soul finds
articulation when we, with our feeble human minds, articulate our understanding of Torah learning and
living. 

THIS  SHABBAT Rabbi Daniel and Rivka Alter will be joining us! Mrs. Alter will be speaking Friday night,

discussing her community role as a Yoetzet Halacha. Rabbi Alter will be delivering the drasha after Mussaf and

will be giving a shiur after Mincha. See flier on page 5 for times, locations and titles.

Save the Date: DAT Minyan hosts special shiur with Rabbi David Fohrman by Zoom, Thursday, Feb 10, 7pm.

Sponsored by Rachel and Nathan Rabinovitch in commemoration of Rachel’s father’s 1st yahrtzeit, Emanuel

Menahem ben HaRav Abba.

Mizrachi is issuing a Parshat Hashavua package via email and WhatsApp that includes divrei Torah and other

interesting content from Chief Rabbis, Roshei Yeshiva, and leading writers, educators and speakers from

around the world. Sign up at https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly. Click here to view this week's edition.

Mishna Berura Shiur  Shabbat morning at 8:35am. We will begin with the amira l'akum, specifically as it pertains

to commerce on Shabbos.

The Siddur: Its Laws and Customs and their Meaning. Led by Rabbi Halpern on Sundays at 8:45 am at the Jewish

Experience. This Sunday's topic: “A Clean Slate Three Times Each Day.” There will be no breakfast this week. Click

here for the Zoom link 

Words of Wisdom sponsored by The Women's Experience, a division of The Jewish Experience. Led by Ellyn

Hutt on Tuesdays from 2-3 pm. Join Ellyn in delving deeper into the significance of Hebrew words from each

week's parsha for personal inspiration and spiritual connection. Meeting ID: 884 9530 8316. For women only.

Parsha for Women sponsored by The Women's Experience. Led by Ellyn Hutt on Thursdays from 11 am - 12 pm.

Each weekly Torah portion gives us insight into how we can live our lives more meaningfully and mindfully. Join

Ellyn as we explore and chart our spiritual journey in sync with the parsha. Meeting ID: 922 119 870

https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Yitro.FullPrinting.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81503728887?pwd=c3QrclpMR2lwb1VzVjdidG40WEdkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81503728887?pwd=c3QrclpMR2lwb1VzVjdidG40WEdkZz09


Community Happenings

Members' Milestones

Refuah Shlemah

DAT Minyan Announcements

Akiva Shapiro, Renee LaZar, Ryan Kramer, Sarah Raphaely

Names are kept on the list until Rosh Chodesh. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@datminyan.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Aliza bat Batsheva

Alonit bat Yael

Bella bas Malka

Chaika bat Rachel

Devorah bat Leah

Dovid ben Esther Tovah

Malka bat Reicha Shifra

Shoshanah Tova bat Leah

Tzivya Yetta bat Fagel Roza

Yadidya ben Liza Lea

Yonah Netanel Ben Tzivya Yetta

Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa 

Yossef ben Dinah

Zahava bat Tzivia

Merkaz presents A Day On The Slopes! 1/27 Ages 11 – Adult, at Winter Park Resort. Price includes skis, lift ticket,

and transportation. RSVP by 1/24 at www.merkaztorah.org/ski-trip. Questions? info@merkaztorah.org.

Denver NCSY Annual Ski Trip to Copper Mountain for grades 8-12. on 2/13. $50. Register at

https://southwest.ncsy.org/events/422037/Denver-NCSY-Ski-Trip/

Join NCSY's Parents WhatsApp for grades 6-8 (text 720-620-8720 to be added) and 9-12 (text 847-868-4096)

East Side Eruv. Go to https://denvereruv.com/denver-eruv-map to see the full map. Please visit denvereruv.org to sign

up for weekly status messages, for Eruv maps, and to make donations.

Chana Feige Abrahams will be scheduling appointments for the Zussman Mikvah. Please call 720-295-7718 and

leave a message, or text 720-838-4093 to schedule an appointment.

Masha bas Rivka 

Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah

Naama

Ruchel Malkah bat Leah

Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah

Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny 

Shoshanah bat Miriam

Felix Freiheiter (Shraga ben Meir) - 18 Shevat

Rabbi Shmuel and Sara Halpern

There will be no kiddush following services this Shabbat. 

See page 4 for exciting Shul building updates.

Welcome to Rabbi Daniel and Rivka Alter. We are honored to have them both speak over the weekend. 

Tzeitchem L'Shalom to Rabbi Joshua and Dr. Adrienne Narrowe who are moving to Pennsylvania.

Tzeitchem L'Shalom to David Rosenfeld who is moving to New York next week.

Rabbi Halpern's Sunday morning shiur will also be on Zoom.

Please note that masks are required at all our Minyanim.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
http://www.merkaztorah.org/ski-trip
mailto:info@merkaztorah.org
https://denvereruv.com/denver-eruv-map
https://denvereruv.com/denver-eruv-map
http://denvereruv.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81503728887?pwd=c3QrclpMR2lwb1VzVjdidG40WEdkZz09


Shul Updates:

New flooring and paint on upper level to be completed in
January.
Asbestos abatement to be done first week of February.
Construction of lower level to begin once all construction permits
are obtained.

Big News - We received our Change of Use Permit from the City and
County of Denver. This allows the DAT Minyan to now use the
purchased facility as a “place of religious assembly.”

Our next steps are the remodel: (timeline subject to changes)

The lower level will be the permanent sanctuary. Childcare rooms,
kitchen and Rabbi's office will be upstairs.

Endless thanks to the many who stewarded these important steps,
notably Steve Hutt, Sara Rotbart and Glenn Zazulia, as well as Rabbi
Halpern, Dr. Jonathan Fishman and the Board.

Welcome to our new DAT Minyan Members!

~  Aaron and Shoshana Schwartz  ~  
Interested in becoming a member or know someone who is? 

Please email office@datminyan.org



Rabbi Daniel Alter

Shabbat, January 22 ~ at TJE
 Drasha after Mussaf

Shiur after Mincha: Why is Yitro an 
Important Biblical Character? A Text Study.

 Mincha at 4:35 pm. 

Shabbat Yitro ~ January 21-22
www.datminyan.org

Rivka Alter

Friday Night, January 21 ~ 8:00 pm
151 S. Olive Street, Lowry

 

A Day in the Life of a Yoetzet Halacha: 
Values, Controversies and Experiences

 

Q&A to follow

Judaic Studies Faculty, YU High School for Girls 
and a Yoetzet Halacha for Riverdale, NY

Head of School, Moriah Day School, NJ
Former Rabbi of DAT Minyan and 

Former Head of School of Denver Academy of Torah




