
D'var Torah by Rabbi Halpern

Davening Times for the Upcoming Week: Sefer Torah Campaign Sponsors 
Sefer Bereshit: 

Philip and Jan Lightstone
Parashat Vayeira: 

Scott and Sally Alpert
 

Sponsorships available at datminyan.org/torahdedication

Unity Shabbat this Shabbat @ BMH
Mincha - 4:30    Kabbalat Shabbat - 4:45

Kiddush following services

"If you want to create apple pie from scratch, you first
have to create the universe (Carl Sagan)." 

Whether you make airplanes, pizza, write software, or
heal the sick, you and your success are a product of many
factors: family, teachers, colleagues, customers, and of
course, Hashem. 

True, you work hard, but where would you be without the
ecosystem you were blessed with? 

If there ever was a self-made man, it was Avraham
Avinu. He dug deep into his mind and uncovered the true
Source of life. Avraham found a treasure and wanted
nothing more than to share it with others. 

But people were none too pleased with Avraham and his
philosophy. Matters came to a head, and king Nimrod
threw him into the furnace. It was an open miracle that
Avraham lived to tell the tale and tell the story he did,
with time winning the respect of his generation.

Shabbat 
Shacharit:         9:00 am (with childcare)
Latest time for Shema is 9:12 am

Sponsored Kiddush  following services

Mincha:             4:25 pm
Maariv:              5:29 pm

He mentored many students, was crowned king and
authored many important works of wisdom. But
Avraham wasn't satisfied with living the life of the
academic, and so in the inhospitable desert, he built the
world's first luxury hotel and restaurant.

What was Avraham's connection to kindness? Was it a
coincidence that the great philosopher was also the great
baal chesed? Unlike the stereotypical ideologue,
Avraham didn't reserve his love for those who shared his
faith. Idol worshipers and evildoers alike earned his
compassion. 

The ancient world was one of many failed isms: the
hedonism that caused the great flood, Nimrod's brand of
communism that built the tower of Babel, and the
individualism of Sodom.

Avraham wanted something different. His search for
truth wasn't purely cosmological but practical — to
know and understand the place of the human being in
the cosmos. 

Friday  (davening at BMH - see page 6)
Mincha/ Kabbalat Shabbat/ Maariv:   4:30 pm
Shema should be recited after 5:30 pm

Parashat Vayeira
November 12, 2022  ~~  18 Cheshvan 5783

440 S. Monaco Pkwy., Denver, CO 80224  ~  www.datminyan.org  ~  office@datminyan.org

Candle Lighting                   4:29 pm

Havdallah                               5:29 pm

Masks are optional at our 
minyanim. We encourage anyone 

who wishes or needs to wear a 
mask to continue to do so. If you 

have any symptoms or not feeling 
well, please stay home.

Continued on next page

Rabbi Shmuel Halpern, Rabbi  ~  Dr. Jonathan Fishman, President

We look forward to you joining us this Shabbat!

Shacharit
Sun:                                            8:00 am
Mon, Thurs:                                   6:30 am
Tues, Wed, Fri:                             6:35 am  

Mincha
Sun - Thurs:                4:30 pm
Fri:                                      4:25 pm

All times are listed at datminyan.org/calendar

Thankyou!



D'var Torah (cont.)

He realized that while man alone has the free will to be his own master, he is also very much dependent on others and,
ultimately, Hashem. Avraham concluded that there are three dimensions. The self, which requires fierce independence
in thought and action. Man and G-d, which demands total dependence. And man and his fellow, where a masterful
blend of interdependence is required. 

In individualistic Sodom, tzedakah was a crime punishable by death. "Man," they argued, "was created to be
independent and earn his own bread, and one who can't make it is an insult to G-d's greatest creation and doesn't
deserve to live." These words weren't mere rhetoric. The Sodomites were serious about their twisted ethics and didn't
hesitate to kill.

Avraham disagreed and argued that vulnerability is as essential of a human trait as independence. There can be no
room for G-d where there is no room for another human being. And so when Avraham saw a need, he rejoiced, as it was
an opportunity to showcase that there's more to the world than the little 'i'.  

Avraham was a self-made man, but he understood that his greatness wouldn't be that great if it started and stopped
with him. 

He was part of a bigger picture. 

His giving was an extension of G-d's giving. 

He saw that the recipient of his kindness was holy. "Hospitality is greater than standing in the presence of the Divine"
because it is the hospitality that brings the Divine to the world. Else, man stands alone in a sad and small world of his
own making, not the world of joy Hashem created.

Come Learn With Us

Mishna Berura Shiur Led by Rabbi Halpern, Shabbat mornings at 8:25 am. "From Bees to the Runaway Dog: Trapping 

on Shabbos." Mishna Berura booklets are available for $9 from the shul office. Contact office@datminyan.org

Masechet Megillah Chabura Mondays at 7:30 pm at the home of Michal Elias-Bachrach and Yoni Eckmann, 375 S

Krameria St. For men and women, all comfort levels are welcome. You can join any time! If you have any questions, 

please contact Michal at ebmichal@gmail.com or 610-348-8508.

Rabbi Chaim Jachter will be speaking at DAT Minyan on Thanksgiving weekend, See flyer on page 8.

Click here to view this week's edition of Mizrachi's Parshat Hashavua package.  mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
OU Women's Initiative The 5783 Parsha Series is here! Join Torat Imecha each week for a stimulating and 
inspirational 10-12 minute shiur to share with family and friends. Sign up for emails at ou.org/women/parsha, or 
download the Torat Imecha app! 

mailto:ebmichal@gmail.com
https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachiweekly
https://images.shulcloud.com/395/uploads/Flyers/2022/Hamizrachi/HaMizrachiWeekly-Vayakhel-Fullprinting.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmizrachi.org%2Fhamizrachiweekly&data=05%7C01%7CRACHEL.RABINOVITCH%40CUANSCHUTZ.EDU%7C27ed2bc58882442d5e2a08dab80df37e%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638024667513495351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR539vgOLi6VxZNwbickSFFgqZL69dfPY6E6jA3RDDI%3D&reserved=0
http://ou.org/women/parsha?fbclid=IwAR0x9TwO3D8XC4prRwj75JnKOj4nFS_dgDfpLQhMZ6PqUY3IV0D18zFLRCA


Members' Milestones

DAT Minyan Announcements

Refuah Shlemah

Howie Shapiro. Eliana Avner, Robert Marvin Zirinsky, Avi Rabinovitch

Names are kept on the list until Rosh Chodesh. Help us keep the list accurate by updating the Cholim Document or by emailing office@datminyan.org 

Please include the following names in your tefilla. May each be granted a Refuah Shlemah. 

Shmuel Eliazer ben Sarah
Shoshanah bat Miriam 
Yehudis Leah bat Shaindel Fraidel
Yehudit bat Stacey
Yitzchaka Chana bat Chaya
Yonatan Zeev ben Netaa
Yosef ben Sarah Imenu
Yosef Simcha Chaim ben Sarah Chana
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
Yossef ben Dinah
Ze'ev Shmuel ben Helena

Miriam Bracha bat Malcha Leah
Miriam Leibah bat Bella Khinkah
Mordechai ben Chaya Hannah
Naama
Nechama bat Chana
Penina Devorah bas Shulamit Itka
Ruchel Malkah bat Leah
Saige bat Hannah
Sarah Rivka bat Rachel Leah
Shalom Shimon ben Rachel
Shmuel Aharon ben Jenny

Kiddush is sponsored by Audrey (Hutt) Frankel and Binyamin Hutt, in honor of their parents, Steve and Ellyn Hutt, 
and the Denver community that they will miss!
Oneg Shabbat Join us for an Oneg Shabbat, this Friday at 8:30 pm at DAT Minyan. Enjoy a L'chaim, good company, 
and yummy desserts! Everyone is invited!
Seudah Shelishit Join us for an enhanced Seudah Shelishit with guest speaker Rabbi Marc Gitler. Mincha at 4:25 pm
Mazal Tov to Rabbi Ephraim and Zahava Miretzky on the birth of a baby girl. Mazal Tov to big brother Aharon.
Welcome to everyone who is joining us for our Shabbat Project Friday Night dinner and Oneg.
Thank you to Mark Raphaely, Sara Halpern and Aaron Katz for putting together the Shabbat dinner and Oneg.
Thank you to all our bakers who came on Wednesday to bake yummy desserts! See pictures on page 4.
Rabbi Hillel Goldberg invites the community to a kiddush at EDOS this Shabbat in memory of his father's yahrtzeit, 
Max Goldberg.
Save the Date Thanksgiving weekend, Shabbat Nov 25-26, Rabbi Chaim Jachter will be speaking at DAT Minyan. See 
flier on page 8 for more information.
Save the Date It is with mixed emotions we wish our good friends Steve and Ellyn Hutt a Tzeitchem L'shalom as they 
make Aliyah. Please join us in co-sponsoring a farewell kiddush in their honor on December 10. Sign-up at 
datminyan.org/hutt-farewell and also include a farewell message to them which will appear in the newsletter.
Join our Chair Campaign! We are embarking on a special campaign to purchase new chairs for our beautiful new 
sanctuary. These chairs will be comfortable, accommodate siddurim and talis bag storage, and enable us to fit the 
maximum number of seats comfortably. Each $72 donation will fund one new chair! If you would like to support our 
shul by purchasing one or more of these new chairs, go to datminyan.org/form/chair-fund . Thank you to all those 
who have already donated!
Thank you to all who have participated in our Yom Kippur Appeal which benefits our general operating costs. It's not 
too late to participate. No gift is too small and every amount will make a tremendous impact on the future of our shul. 
Go to datminyan.org/form/ykappeal2022 to donate.

Aliza bat Batsheva
Alonit bat Yael
Bella bas Malka
Chaika bat Rachel
Chaya Sarah Miriam bat Esther
Daniel Shlomo ben Devorah
Hannah bat Naomi Miriam
HaRav Benyomin Daniel Ben Chaya
Masha bas Rivka
Mika Ester Bat Adi
Miriam Adina bat Sara

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UnCG89wo10b3s32NfXd7jpw_Ea0S5vFj9HucSmY7Qpc/edit#gid=0
https://www.datminyan.org/hutt-farewell
https://www.datminyan.org/form/chair-fund
https://www.datminyan.org/form/chair-fund
https://www.datminyan.org/form/chair-fund
http://datminyan.org/form/chair-fund
https://www.datminyan.org/form/ykappeal2022


Community Happenings

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg's new book Across the Expanse of Jewish Thought: From the Holocaust to Halacha and Beyond is 

available on Amazon.

Merkaz presents Denver Cooks Compete. Monday 11/14 at 8:00 pm at 324S. Niagara St. Mishpacha magazine sent 

10 latke recipes for 10 Denver based women to prepare. Come taste, judge and vote for your favorite recipe.

Denver Academy of Torah Open House. High School, Tuesday 11/ 15 at 7:00 pm. Kindergarten, Wednesday 11/16 

at 6:00 pm. Contact Nurit Rotbart at nrotbart@datcampus.org for more information.

Congregation Zera Abraham invites the community to a Hachtara/Installation Event for its new Rov, Rav 

Mordechai Fleisher, on  11/ 20, 6-7:30 pm at Zera Abraham, 1560 Winona Ct. Divrei Torah by Harav Yaakov 

Bender shlita, Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshiva Darchei Torah. Dessert reception to follow. For info, email 

zeraavraham@outlook.com.

This year's Clean Speech Colorado focuses on communicating with Ahavas Chesed - loving kindness. Sign up at 
cleanspeech.com/colorado
Women's Zumba class led by Sara Wolfe. Every Tuesday, 2:15pm at BMH Social Hall. $8/class

East Side Eruv. Visit www.denvereruv.org to sign up for weekly status messages, Eruv maps, and to make 

donations.

The Mikvah of East Denver (MOED) is now open for Women's immersion and Keilim immersion. Visit 

www.mikvahofeastdenver.org for membership registration and to make an appointment.

BAKEBAKE
NIGHTNIGHT

For GirlsFor Girls

https://www.amazon.com/Acoss-Expanse-Jewish-Thought-Holocaust/dp/1602804613/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?crid=1JD89D3CY45YL&keywords=rabbi+hillel+goldberg&qid=1668059581&sprefix=rabbi+hillel+goldberg%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Acoss-Expanse-Jewish-Thought-Holocaust/dp/1602804613/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?crid=1JD89D3CY45YL&keywords=rabbi+hillel+goldberg&qid=1668059581&sprefix=rabbi+hillel+goldberg%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Acoss-Expanse-Jewish-Thought-Holocaust/dp/1602804613/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?crid=1JD89D3CY45YL&keywords=rabbi+hillel+goldberg&qid=1668059581&sprefix=rabbi+hillel+goldberg%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-1-fkmr0
mailto:zeraavraham@outlook.com
http://denvereruv.org/


Thank You to our Friday Night Dinner Sponsors
Mark Brooks & Terry Samuel

Mike & Amy Goodman
Aharon & Rivky Katz

Michael Joshua & Chava Eve Rabinovitz
Jonathan & Lisa Perlmutter

Alex & Hanah Polotsky
Nathan & Rachel Rabinovitch

Mark & Sarah Raphaely
Jean Claude & Carol Recca

Harley & Sara Rotbart
Matt & Nurit Rotbart

Robert & Erin Salehrabi

Schedule
4:29 pm    Candle Lighting 
4:30 pm    East Side Unity Minyan and Kiddush (@ Fisher Hall at
                    BMH-BJ - 560 S. Monaco Pkwy)
6:15 pm    Kiddush and Dinner (@ DAT Minyan)
                   Special Kid-Friendly Menu & 
                   Dedicated Children's Programming
8:30 pm   Community Oneg Shabbat with L'chaim and Dessert 
                   (@ DAT Minyan)







Rabbi Jachter received Yoreh Yoreh and Yadin Yadin Semicha, as well as an MA in Jewish Studies, from Yeshiva
University. He is the Rabbi of Shaarei Orah, Separdic Congregation of Teaneck and is a longstanding teacher at
TABC (boys’ high school in Bergen County). He serves as a Dayan on the Beth Din of Elizabeth, where he is a get
administrator of international renown and arbiter of commercial disputes. He also chairs the Rabbinical Council
of America Agunah Prevention and Resolution Committee. He advises more than sixty communities on Eruv
construction and has served as a scholar-in-residence in more than a hundred communities worldwide. Dr.
Jachter has authored a very well-received book on Emunah entitled "Reason to Believe: Rational Explanations of
Orthodox Jewish Faith," published by Koren.

Rabbi Chaim Jachter
Scholar-in-Residence

November 25-26
 

Parashat Toldot

Electricity and Shabbat

The Miracle of the November 29, 1947 UN vote        
to establish a Jewish state in Eretz Yisrael

Reason to Believe: Rational Explanations of 
Orthodox Jewish Faith

The Life of a Dayan

Weekend schedule in development but will include 
opportunities for Q&A and shiurim on: 

 

Join us Thanksgiving weekend
Shabbat, November 25-26


