
 
 

Quiz 2: Boneh and Building 
 

For discussion at the Shabbos meals. After Shabbos, go online and fill in the answers to be entered 
in a raffle to win our weekly prize. This week’s prize: Shabbos meal for 6 from Kosher Gourmet! 

  

1. On your walk home, your host is raving about his newly purchased artwork and how much it enhances 
his dining room. As you walk into the dining room, your host gets called into the next room. Having only 
slept 10 hours last night you are exceedingly tired and let out a big yawn and stretch – thus tilting the 
celebrated painting over about 45 degrees. It no longer enhances the dining room. Your host is about to 
come back in. You panic and try to remember the Shabbos Learning Project podcasts. What can you 
do? 

a. Nothing to do – adjusting the painting would be improving the home and therefore Boneh 
(building) on Shabbos! 

b. Adjust the painting. It’s Sakanas Nefashos (a life-threatening circumstance)! 
c. Tell them: It really looks better on an angle. You’re welcome. 
d. Gently push it back into place with your shoulder. 

 

2. Now you are even more exhausted from that stressful episode. You yawn and stretch again as you exit 
the dining room. Clunk! The Mezuzah case knocks to the floor. This is not your day. What to do now? 

a. Quick! Put it back up! It’s a Mitzva, after all! 
b. Tell them: It really looks better on the floor. You’re welcome. 
c. Pick up the Mezuzah parchment and put it on the side. 
d. Just stop! Quit while you’re ahead. Leave things be and go take a nap on the couch. 

 

3. As you groggily awake from your nap on the couch, you feel around to put on your glasses. You locate 
them after a few pats, only to realize that you rolled over them and they are now in a few pieces. One 
lens has popped out and one temple has fallen off. Can you repair them? 

a. No. That’s like fashioning a new item and is forbidden on Shabbos. 
b. You can gently replace the lens but can’t screw in the arm. 
c. Yes. Since it’s not repairing or improving a full housing structure, it’s fine. 
d. It depends if you can see without them.  

 

 



4. Your mother-in-law is coming for Shabbos. Yay! As you frantically prepare the house for her arrival, you 
get a call from airport security. She has arrived. But they confiscated her bags and she needs your 
help. In an attempt to educate us Southerners in finer cuisine, she brought with her a fancy glass bottle 
of some kind of sparkling beverage in her carry-on. It’s a long story. You go to the airport, rescue her 
and the bottle and all is well. Except nobody thought to open the bottle before Shabbos. Now she 
proudly presents the infamous bottle at the Shabbos meal. What can you do? 

a. Open it! It’s Sakanas Nefashos (a life-threatening circumstance)! 
b. Since it’s a metal cap, it may not be removed. Tell her you will save the bottle for an even more 

special occasion (her departure). 
c. Use the Challah knife to cut a hole in the top before opening it. 
d. Open the bottle, but make sure you empty its contents and discard everything right away. 

 

5. As you are set to open a can of pickles for Shalosh Seudos, your visiting cousin gets all excited. He has 
a pickle can collection and asks if he can have it when you’re finished with it. Is there any reason to 
pause in granting him his request? 

a. Not really. But, of all things to collect…. 
b. If you plan on giving it to your cousin, you can’t open it! So it’s a catch-22! 
c. Ask him if he minds if you cut a hole in the bottom, as well. 
d. He should open it for himself, because it is going to be his. 

 

6. Hoping you’ll have the chance to grab a Cliff bar this week, you got to the Shul Kiddush 30 seconds too 
late and there is nothing left! Someone sees your plight and motions for you to come over discreetly. 
He looks both ways and produces a package of Oreos from his pocket. What a Chessed! And it’s not 
just one of those small “fun sized” packs (who came up with that term, anyway?); It’s a full package! 
You are about to peel back the large reclosable seal and dive in, but you pause. Is this OK? 

a. No. Other people around you are going hungry and you’re gorging on Oreos? 
b. Unless you have an eccentric cousin with an Oreo package collection, it’s fine, because you are 

going to discard it after use. 
c. Nope. You are forming a reusable opening! I think there are still some pretzel crumbs if you act 

fast. 
d. Yessss!! Enjoy!  

 
 

 
Submit your answers at www.bethjacobatlanta.org/slp,  or click the link on our home page.  

Answers received by Wednesday, December 18 at noon will be entered into the raffle drawing. 
Official answers with explanation will be published mid-week and available on the lobby table next Shabbos. 

For questions or comments,see Rabbi Dov Foxbrunner. 
 

These questions are based upon principles in Hilchos Shabbos that we have studied this week during 
Mincha/Maariv with recordings available on podcasts and on our website.  

 

http://www.bethjacobatlanta.org/slp

